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Pension application of Meshack Waterfield S38454    f10VA 
  Transcribed and annotated by Will Graves   8/10/11: rev'd 1/15/23 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' or ‘undeciphered’ 
appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials 
pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information 
on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software 
to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention. Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as an 
aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.] 
 
State of Virginia Northampton County 
 On this 9th Day of July 1821 personally appeared in open Court (being a court of record, 
because it proceeds according to the course of the common law with a jurisdiction unlimited in 
point of amount & possessing the power of fine & imprisonment) for the said County of 
Northampton Meshack Waterfield aged about sixty years resident in Northampton County 
aforesaid, who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath declare that he served in 
the Revolutionary War, as follows – to wit: That he enlisted in a company then commanded by 
Captain Philip Sansum1in the County aforesaid but whether as a Captain or Lieutenant the Declarant 
does not know – that he was marched to & joined the Regiment in South Carolina commanded 
by Colonel Campbell [Lt. Col. Richard Campbell of the 1st VA Regiment] & continued in the 
service of the United States for 18 months the term for which he was enlisted – when he was 
discharged in the year 1781 at Salisbury in North Carolina – that he was in the battles of Guilford 
Court House [March 15, 1781]2 – Camden [probably Hobkirk Hill April 25, 1781]3 – the Eutaw 
Springs [September 8, 1781]4 – at the Siege of Ninety Six [May 21 – June 19, 1781]5 & many 
skirmishes – 
 And I do solemnly swear that I was a resident Citizen of the United States on the 18th day 
of March 1818 and that I have not since that time by gift, sale or in any manner whatever 
disposed of my property or any part thereof with intent thereby so to diminish it as to bring 
myself within the provision of an act of Congress entitled “an act to provide for certain persons 
engaged in the land and naval service of the United States in the revolutionary war” passed on 
the 18th day of March 1818, and that I have not nor has any person in trust for me any property, 
or securities, contracts or debts due to me nor have I any income other than what is contained in 
the schedule hereto annexed and by me subscribed 
 The Declarant saith that he has no property real or personal of any description whatsoever 
– That he is in possession of one bed & some little articles of household furniture loaded him by 
his landlord – that he is a bricklayer by trade – but from age & infirmity is incapable of pursuing 
that profession – that his family consist of himself aged about 60 years as aforesaid – a son 

                                                 
1 Philip Sansum BLWt2060-300 
2 https://www.carolana.com/NC/Revolution/revolution_battle_of_guilford_courthouse.html  
3 https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_battle_of_hobkirks_hill.html  
4 https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_battle_of_eutaw_springs.html  
5 https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_battle_of_ninety_six.html  
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named James who his wife Sally aged about 40 years, tolerably healthy – & one child named 
James aged about 5 months 
     S/ Meshack Waterfield, X his mark 
Sworn to & declared on the 9th Day of July 1821 Before the Court 
 
[Nathaniel Holland gave a supporting affidavit dated July 31, 1821 in which he states he was an 
apprentice rate layer and remember seeing the veteran in the service.] 
 
North Hampton County to wit: Wm Dennis,6 a revolutionary Soldier now on the pension list of 
the United States, by certificate dated 25 April 1820, being by me first duly sworn, deposeth and 
saith, that he is well acquainted with Meshach Waterfield that he was in the southern Army with 
him Wm Dennis & that he is confident that said Waterfield, served as a soldier in the said Army 
at least 18 months, that he was in the battle of Camden with the said Wm Dennis, but he does not 
recollect when the said Waterfield was discharged. 
 Sworn to before may this 20th May 1820 
    S/ Geo. Parker, one of the Judges of the General    
    Court of Virginia 
 
   Eastville Northampton County Virginia 
I Nathaniel Holland of the said County of Northampton aged fifty Seven years, do hereby certify 
upon oath, that in the month of November or December in the year 1779, I came to this place to 
live; at that time Meshach Waterfield lived at this place, and was then or had been an apprentice 
to a certain Josiah Piper to learn the trade of a Bricklayer, that sometime between the 1st January 
1780 and the 1st of March 1781 (I think it must have been in the spring of 1780) the said 
Meshach Waterfield left this place a Soldier; with several others, and to the best of my 
recollection a certain Philip Sansom [sic] was the officer that commanded them, how long it was 
from the time the said Waterfield left this place a Soldier, until his return I cannot recollect; but I 
think it must have been about two years. 
July 31, 1821    S/ Nathl Holland 

      
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $8 per month commencing July 9th, 1821 for 18 months 
service as a private in the Virginia Continental line.] 
______________________________________________ 
 
Addendum to Meshack Waterfield S38454 
  Transcribed and annotated by C. Leon Harris. 14 Jan 2023. 
 
[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia indexed as Waterfield, Meshac.] 
 
I do hereby certify that Meshack Waterfield served a soldier eighteen months at Fort Page in the 
county of Northhampton under [William] Davenport & Sansom; that he then reinlisted and 
served to the end of the revolutionary war in the American army to the Southward. Given under 
                                                 
6 William Dennis S39433 

https://lva.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,Military%20Records%20Virginia,AND&query=any,contains,Revolutionary%20War%20Bounty%20Warrants,AND&tab=Digital&search_scope=DIGITAL&vid=01LVA_INST:01LVA&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0
http://revwarapps.org/s39433.pdf


my hand at Accomack county in the state of Virginia the 4th day of Septem’r 1809. 
   Jno. Cropper Jr. [John Cropper W3781] formerly 
   Lt. Col. Comm’dt 11th Virg’a Regiment 


