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Pension application of Joseph Griffith S3426     f14VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     12/2/07 rev'd 6/6/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  
Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or additional notes 
have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that 
the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made 
the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to 
contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is 
abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research 
requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern 
accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as 
numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  
Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of Tennessee Morgan County 
 On the 20th day of April 1833 personally affirmed before me Thomas Jack a Justice of the peace 
and one of the Justice of the Court of pleas and quarter session for the County of Morgan aforesaid 
Joseph Griffith resident in the County of Morgan State of Tennessee.  And at the house of the residence 
of the said Joseph Griffith who is a very aged & infirm man & who supposes himself to be seventy 
seven years of age not having any record of his age, & who from old age & infirmity of years is unable 
to get to Court and who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following 
declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provisions made by the act of Congress passed June 7th 
1832, that he enlisted as a private regular in the Army of the United States the day & date cannot now 
from old age & consequent loss of memory be now recollected but it was about six years before the 
surrender of Cornwallice [sic, Cornwallis surrendered at Yorktown on October 19, 1781] at York. He 
entered and served in the 7th Regiment of the Virginia Line his time of enlistment was to be during the 
war. Applicant lived in Brunswick County, State of Virginia and enlisted & entered in the service as 
aforesaid under the following officers to wit: Captain Edward Yarbower [Edward Yarborough] 
Lieutenant name not now recollected Major Lea [?]1, Col. Joseph Crockett Genl. Washington. Was 
marched to Peters Burg [sic, Petersburg] was in battle at Petersburg was stationed there about six 
weeks. Was then marched to Richmond was in the battle of Richmond was marched to Divers Points all 
of which cant now be recollected but was in the service at Richmond & was then at Different points 
wherever necessity called for him some three or four years. He was then marched up the country after 
the British Army in the State of North Carolina was in the battle fought with the Tories at Ramsowers 
[sic, Ramsour's] Mill [June 20, 1780] where the Tories was defeated was marched & placed under the 
command of General Green [sic, Nathanael Greene] was then marched to Guilford was in the battle of 
Guilford [March 15, 1781] was then marched to Divers Points pursuing the British Army until the siege 
of York was in the siege was one of General Washington's Life Guard on the day that Cornwallis 
surrendered. Saw Cornwallis deliver his sword to General Washington.  Applicant was then marched as 
one of the Guard over the Prisoners to King and Queens County near Apple tree Church was then 
honorably but verbally discharged. Applicant cant from old age & consequent loss of memory recollect 
the precise length of service but it was not less than six years and that as a private enlisted regular 
soldier applicant hereby relinquishes his every claim to pension or annuity Except the present, and he 
declares that his name is not on the pension Roll of any agency of any State applicant makes oath that 
he is unable to get to Court applicant has no Documentary evidence by which he can prove his Services 
nor is there any persons living whose testimony he can procure by whom applicant can prove his 
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absolute services but the following persons citizens and neighbors of him can testify to his character as 
a soldier of the Revolution to wit Andrew Lewellen, John Patten, William Sexton, Archillus Gibson, 
Henry Begley, Moses Sexton, this applicant has lived ever since the Revolutionary War in the States of 
Virginia, Tennessee, Kentucky, Indiana & Illinois applicant now resides in Tennessee, Morgan County. 
         S/ Joseph Griffith, X his mark 
Sworn to & Subscribed the day & year aforesaid. 
S/ Thomas Jack 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as a 
private for 6 months in the Virginia service.] 


