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Pension application of Alexander Faris Jr (Faries, Farris) S3344    f16SC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves   rev'd 1/12/09 & 1/14/15 & 1/26/21 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' or ‘undeciphered’ 
appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials 
pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information 
on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software 
to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention. Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as an 
aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.] 
 
State of Tennessee, Obion County: Court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions October Term A.D. 1833 
 This day, to wit, the 9th of October 1833, personally appeared in said court, now sitting, 
Alexander Faris, a resident of said County of Obion aged 75 years, who being first duly sworn 
according to law, doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit 
of the act of Congress, providing pensions for Revolutionary soldiers, passed June 7th, 1832. 
 Applicant states that he was born in the year 1758 in the State of Pennsylvania & when 
about five years of age, removed with his father to the County, now District, of York in the State 
of South Carolina and there resided until the father of this applicant was drafted to serve a tour 
against the Cherokee Indians, when applicant entered the Company of Captain John Anderson of 
____ Regiment, under the command of General Williamson [Andrew Williamson], in the room 
& as a substitute for the father of this applicant – applicant cannot give the precise time, but as 
well as he recollects, at this distant period, it was about the year 1776 – applicant being then 
under age – He marched in Captain Anderson's [John Anderson’s] company to Seneca Fort on 
the Savannah River and continued there some days destroying the corn & property of the 
Indians, who retreated and thence we marched to a place called the Horse Shoe a cove in the 
Allegheny mountain & at that place had a battle with the Cherokee Indians, at which battle 
applicant fought.  From this place applicant was detached, with others, by order of General 
Williamson to conduct the men wounded in the late battle to their homes whilst the Army 
pursued its march to the middle settlements of said Indians.  And at the end of three months, 
applicant was discharged by order of General Williamson.  As well as this applicant can now 
recollect.  The next to military service by him performed during the Revolution was as a draft, 
for three months, under command of Captain Anderson, who joined General Lock's [Francis 
Locke of NC] between Savannah River and Briar Creek: and was ordered by General Locke to 
go against the Tories down the Savannah River, which our detachment did & went near 
Savannah and where this service was performed & many of the Tories taken prisoners by us.  
The detachment to which this applicant belonged was returning to join General Locke where we 
had left him, when we found the British masters of the field & Locke's Army dispersed – 
applicant continued in this & other services three months, the term for which he was drafted.  
The next service of applicant was under the command of General Sumpter [Thomas Sumter], as 
a draft for three months.  Applicant entered this service in the year ____ & marched with General 
Sumter from York District South Carolina to Broad River & found the British stationed on the 
opposite side of the River.  A detachment was sent by General Sumter to Shirer's ferry to prevent 
the British from crossing whilst Sumter, with the main body strengthened his position at 
Blackstocks: -- but the British finally crossed the River below & compelled the detachment, at 
the ferry, of which this applicant was one, to retire before them, upon Sumter's main position at 
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Blackstocks [November 20, 1780] – a severe action ensued at this place, & our General was 
wounded by a ball in the thigh.  Applicant was in this battle & served as drafted during three 
months.  In the next service performed by applicant was in hauling ball & shot from Colonel 
Hill's Iron works in York District to the City of Charleston: -- but the British, under command of 
General Clinton [Henry Clinton], while on their way from Savannah to Charleston, intercepted 
applicant and others with him & they were compelled to abandon their ammunition & to avoid it 
being taken by the enemy, threw it into Wawpoo [sic, Wappoo] Cut near Moncks Corner – from 
thence applicant returned home & was ordered to escort six wagons to New Bern N. C. to bring 
arms & salt for the Army at Colonel Watson's in the District of York-- from that time applicant 
was daily & constantly engaged with scouting parties against the British, during all the time they 
were in the possession of Charleston & the southern parts of the state of South Carolina & your 
applicant cannot distinguish when this different terms of his service expired – for though 
sometimes at home, he was not discharged.  Applicant is unable to state the whole amount of his 
service – but he recollects distinctly that he was generally employed in the military service of his 
country from the time of his service with General Williamson until the enemy finally abandoned 
Charleston.  -- applicant is advised that the War department requires to be informed when 
applicant was drafted, under whose command he was placed, what service he rendered, when 
discharged & etc..  But the war in South Carolina was not conducted in a very regular & 
systematic manner.  The cause in which we were enlisted was maintained by the Spartanian 
efforts of the patriots of the times & without the regular commands of lawful authority.  -- 
Applicant was among the number & devoted to the cause of his Country between three & four 
years of the period of his life.  -- Applicant states that lapse of time & feeble old age render it 
impossible for him to give a more particular statement -- & that he knows of no person or 
persons by whom he can prove his services.  -- The statements made by him will give the 
Department a general idea of his services & of the time & etc..  Applicant further states that he 
continued to reside in the District of York in S. C. until 1829, when he removed with his 
relations to the County of Obion in the State of Tennessee & here still resides.  Applicant refers 
to Senator Miller & John McCreery of South Carolina as persons who can certify as to his 
character & etc.  Applicant has no documentary evidence of his service.  Applicant hereby 
renounces all claim to a pension, but the present & states that his name is not on the Pension roll 
of the agency of any State. 
 Sworn to & subscribed in open court – the day & year aforesaid. 
S/ Laml. D. Wilson, Clk 
        S/ Alexr Faris 

      
[John B. Hubbard, a clergyman, Thomas Allen, William Hutchenson & Joel S. Enloe gave the 
standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $30 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service 
as a private for 9 months in the South Carolina militia.] 
 
South Carolina Audited Accounts1 relating to Alexander Faries  pp19 
                                                 
1 The South Carolina Audited Accounts (AAs) are now available online at http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/.  To find the AA for 
a specific person, click on the Just take me to the search page link, then enter the person’s surname first in the “Full name” 
box followed by a comma and the person’s Christian name.  The number behind the ‘pp’ indicates the number of pages in the file 
and the ‘Audited Account No.’ is the actual Account Number assigned by the South Carolina Archives. 
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Audited Account No. 2291 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     1/26/21 
 
[p 2] 
[Book] I [No.] 243 
Mr. Alexander Faries Jr. his Account of Sundries for Militia use in 1779, 1780, 1781 & 1782 
 Amounting to £52.10 Stg. [Sterling] 
Exd. W. G. [Examined by William Galvan] 
J. Mc. A. G. [approved by] John McCall, Adjutant General] 
 
Received the 14th September 1784 full Satisfaction for the within Account in an Indent No. 243 
Book I for £52.10.0 Sterling – In Virtue of an Order from the within named Alexander Faries 
     S/ John Drennan 

      
 
[p 3] 
State of South Carolina Dr. to Alexander Faries Junior 
  Days £ S D 
Feby  
6th 1779 

To Service Done in Militia as Private Horseman 
under General Williamson [Andrew Williamson] Bryer 
Creek [Briar Creek] at per Day 20/ [20 shillings old SC 
currency] 

54 54 0 0 

1780 To Service Done In Ditto as private Horseman to & At 
Blackstocks at per Day 20/ 

21 21 0 0 

July 10th 1780 To Service Done in Militia as Ditto Horseman to and at 
Ramseur’s at per day 20/ 
S/ Robt. Thomson Capt. [Robert Thomson, Captain] 

 

40 40 0 0 

July 11 1782 To Service Done as Ditto to and At Orangeburg as foot 
man at 10 S per Day 

46 23 0 0 

From the 16th 
of Dec. 1780 
till the 10th 
April 1781 

To Ditto Done as private Horseman to New Bern for 
Gathering furrage [forage] at per Day 20/ 
holing Bullets to Charleston 

123 123 0 0 

 To Wagon and team in Public Service 20 98 0 0 
March 20th 
1780 

To 20 Bushels of Corn at £1.2.6 
I Do Certify that the 20 Days Wagon name and the 20 
Bushels of forage as above is Just 
        S/ Wm Hill Col. 

 

0 22 10 0 

1782 To one Hundred weight of flower S 4 0 0 



The flour certified by  
S/ Ben Garrison 

 
                                                                        Total  385 10  
 Deduct overcharged on hire of Wagon and Team     18   
                                                     [Old SC] Currency  £367 10  
                                                                   Sterling  £52 10  
 
[p 4] 
State of South Carolina Camden District} This Day Alexander faries came before me and made 
oath that he [undeciphered word] this empowered John Drennan of said District Member of the 
Assembly for the New Acquisition to Receive the Indents Due him from said State and give 
Receipts for the same. Sworn and Subscribed before me this 21st of February 1785 
      S/ Alexander feries 

       


