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Pension application of Willibe Nichols S32415    f14NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     rev'd 6/26/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Indiana, Carroll County} 
 On this 12th day of August in the year 1833, personally appeared in open court before the 
Honorable John Carey – Probate Judge for said County of Carroll, being a Court of Record 
according to the laws & Constitution of Indiana Willibe Nichols, a resident of said County of 
Carroll, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth, on his oath, make the following 
declaration, in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June the 7th 1832.  That 
he the said Willibe Nichols was born in Pasquotank County in the State of North Carolina on the 
25th day of December in the year 1732.  That he has a record of his age in his family Bible which 
is extracted from the family Bible of his father and in the handwriting of his father.  That in the 
month of July in the year 1780 he entered into the Service of the United States as a volunteer in 
his native County of Pasquotank in a company commanded by Captain Henry Farbush, in the 
Battalion under Major McIntosh upon whom the command of the Regiment devolved on account 
of the sickness of the Colonel, whose name is not now recollected by deponent, and that said 
Regiment belonged to the division or brigade commanded by General Arlington – that he, with 
his company were marched out of the State of North Carolina and to the borders of South 
Carolina and thence onto the Pedee River, where he continued about three months.  That he was 
thence marched back into Pasquotank County where he received his regular discharge having 
continued in the service of his Country exactly five months.  He was engaged in various 
skirmishes at divers places, tho' there was no general engagement worthy of record.  He 
recollects of hearing of the defeat at Camden [Battle of Camden, August 15-16, 1780] about four 
weeks after his entering the service and while skirmishing upon the borders of the two States.  
He also distinctly recollects the names of several of his fellow soldiers in the campaign of 
Farrow Sawyer, of John Kennedy, Cornelius Lamb &c.  That afterwards, to wit, in the month of 
March 1781 next ensuing the above service, he again entered the service of the United States in 
Norfolk County in the State of Virginia, as a Substitute for a certain Joel Sawyer in a company 
commanded by Captain Rufus Williams in Major Davis' Battalion belonging to Colonel 
Doshier's [Peter Dauge’s] Regiment under General Isaac Gregory's command.  That he served in 
said company as a Sergeant for the space of three months and then received his regular discharge 
in the month of June.  That at this time he was engaged in the defense of the borders of Virginia 
and North Carolina having been marched from Norfolk County, to which place he was returned 
where he received his regular discharge – Peter McDaniel, Thomas Leek, Jonathan Williams, 
John Cartwright, John Wood, James Jackson &c were among his fellow soldiers. 
 That in the last of August after the said service he again entered the service of the United 
States in the same County of Norfolk and the State of Virginia as a Substitute for a certain John 
Wood in Captain Doshier's [Peter Dauge Jr.’s] Company in the Regiment commanded by Colonel 
Doshier & belonging to the command of a General Gregory.  Was engaged in the defense of the 
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borders of North Carolina and Virginia had various skirmishes though not worthy of particular 
mention or record – at this last entering of the Service it was for three months, as a Substitute for 
said Wood, but only served two of them on account of the termination of the War and restoration 
of peace after the battle at York Town [Yorktown, October 19, 1781] – Willis Ethenrage [Willis 
Etheridge?], William Evans, Asa Kelley, William Merridy [William Meredith?]  &c fellow 
Soldiers – and that he was marched back into Norfolk County where he received his regular 
discharge on or about the first of November 1781.  Deponent further states that these three 
several discharges have all been lost or mislaid not deeming them at the time of sufficient value 
for preservation and as he has long since removed from the scene of his Nativity and former 
friendships, he is unable to procure any documentary evidence whatever, nor is he at this 
advanced age acquainted with any person whose testimony he can procure to prove his services.  
Deponent further states that all his discharges were signed by and delivered to him by his 
respective captains above named – that he was not employed in any civil pursuit during his said 
terms of service or any of them.  That in the year 1815 – deponent removed from Pasquotank to 
Davidson County in North Carolina where he resided 11 years – from Davidson County he 
removed to Tennessee near Knoxville and Knox County where he resided three years – from 
thence he removed to Carroll County in the State of Indiana in the month of December 1829 
where he has since that time resided and still continues to reside.  He is acquainted with Samuel 
Milroy, H. Chase, Thomas Gillem, William George, Daniel Bowen [could be Bourn], Thomas 
Sterling &c who can testify to his credibility & their belief in his revolutionary Services. 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present, 
and declares that his name is not on the Pension Roll of the agency of any State. 
 Sworn to & subscribed the day & year aforesaid. 
S/ D. F. Vandeventer, Clk 
      S/ Willebe Nichols 

       
[James Crawford, a clergyman, Samuel Milroy & Henry Chase gave the standard supporting 
affidavit.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $38.33 per annum commencing March 4, 1831, for service 
as a private for 7 months and as a Sergeant for 3 months in the North Carolina militia.] 


