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[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.
Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made. Corrections or additional notes
have been inserted within brackets or footnotes. Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that
the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me. The word 'illegible’ or ‘'indecipherable’ or ‘undeciphered” appearing in brackets indicates that at
the time | made the transcription, | was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question. Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran
and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical
information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate’ affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century
research requests for information have been omitted. | use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions. Such software misinterprets my
southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations. Also, dates or numbers which the software
treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8" of June
1786." Please call material errors or omissions to my attention. Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for
themselves. These transcripts are intended as an aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.]

[p 4]
Georgia Henry County

On this 18™ day of November in the year 1832 personally appeared in open Court before the
Justices of the Inferior Court of Henry County, now sitting, Thomas Ramsay, a resident of the Third
District of the County of Henry and State of Georgia, aged Eighty two years on the fourteenth day of
July last, who being first duly sworn according to Law doth on his oath make the following declaration
in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed 7" June 1832 — to wit --

That he was born on the third day of July 1750 (Old Style) now 14™ 1750 — in the County of
York, State of Pennsylvania® — his age was recorded in his Father's Bible from which he transcribed it
into his own Bible now in his possession and before the Court. He volunteered in the Militia in the
year 1775 in South Carolina (now Abbeville District but then Granville County one of the four counties
the entire number in the State). He was under the command of Capt. James McCall, acted himself
being elected as Lieutenant (first), James Baskins, second Lieutenant, Patrick Calhoun, Ensign (cousin
to the Vice President, he thinks). He volunteered in the month of February and the officers were
commissioned in March following by Governor Rutledge [John Rutledge]. His commission which was
deposited in a Pocket Book laid by for 15 years is destroyed. He marched from near ninety six [Ninety
Six District] where the Regiment under Col Andrew Williamson remained about two weeks, his
Company was a part of said Regiment together with Capt. John Irvine's company. A body of Tories
under Col. Robert Cunningham, afterwards Genl, in the British service, came to attack our forces at
ninety six where we threw up a breastwork within which we remained two and a half days. Then, a
cessation of war was agreed upon for Twenty five days. This took place in November 1775.% Col.
Drayton [William Henry Drayton] commanding the State troops came to our aid. The forces were

! Here the veteran begins to answer the 7 interrogatories promulgated by the War Department to be put to each applicant for
a pension. Those 7 interrogatories were as follows:

1% Where and in what year were you born?

2" Have you any record of your age and if so where is it?

3" Where were you living when called into service: where have you lived since the Revolutionary War and where do you
now live?

4™ How were you called into service; were you drafted; did you volunteer or were you a substitute, and if a substitute, for
whom?

5" State the names of some of the regular officers who were with the troops where you served, such Continental and militia
regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of your service.

6" Did you ever receive a discharge from the service, and if so, by whom was it given and what has become of it?

7" State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood and who can testify as to your
character for veracity and their belief in your services as a soldier in the revolution.

2 Probably a reference to the action at Ninety Six from Nov. 19-21, 1775.
https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_ninety six_1775.html
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stationed there until new year's day when they were dismissed for a time. On the first of July 1776 the
Indians commenced hostilities throughout the State. On the last of June, Capt. McCall was taken
prisoner & Lieut. Calhoun was killed by the Indians. The command of the company devolved on the
opponent who was continually in service until May 1780 or when Charleston was taken [May 12,
1780],® when Deponent had to join the British, run away from the State or to lie out. Deponent chose
the latter alternative and continued until Genl. Greene [Nathanael Greene] came on in 1781 when
Deponent left his hiding places and joined the Army under Greene as a private in Capt. Robert
Caruthers' company at ninety six which the American forces besieged* four or five weeks, Deponent
thinks, when the British received reinforcements and evacuated. Greene marched to East of Santee.
Deponent followed in a month under Pickens [Andrew Pickens] and rejoined Greene then marched to
Eutaw Springs — was joined there by the State Troops under Marion [Francis Marion] & Sumter
[Thomas Sumter] where the famous General engagement took place [Eutaw Springs, September 8,
1781].> The day before the Battle took place, two rifle companies were raised to protect Col.
Washington's [William Washington’s] Horse. Col. Pickens gave Deponent command of one of them,
stationed on the right wing — left of the enemy where his company remained in the Battle until near
dark and then retreated under a general order to the Encampment. Genl. Pickens sent for Deponent at
his fire — he went to Pickens who accompanied him to Greene, who appointed him commander of sixty
men to eye the movements of the enemy — which service he performed by taking a stand near the
enemy's encampment where he remained until the American Army marched up and remained there
burying dead of both armies and then went home — and got home the last of September — 1781 — the
battle he thinks was on the ninth — Deponent was in the Battle at Kettle Creek on the 14™ of February
1780 [sic, February 14, 1779].5 Deponent with Charles Collins, Drake Kade & George Barber were
acting as spies to ascertain the number of Tories then under arms — and marching to Savannah to join
the British. Deponent stationed himself on the declivity of a Hill on one side of a Hill and George
Barber on the declivity on the other side. The Tories were expected to pass on the road on the top of
the Hill. They did pass & their number was computed at seven or eight hundred — when Deponent
thought they had all passed, he fell back into the Trail behind them but about forty of the Tories had
fallen behind the main body and approached within 15 paces of Deponent unobserved until then to each
other. Deponent to save himself stepped aside & hollowed out to them [*“]Boys, what are you doing
here[?] — Col. Boyd left me behind to tell you the rebels are close behind.[”] They dashed off on their
horses — left Deponent safe. When Barber asked him how did you escape, to which he replied [“]Hell
was never made for him[.”]--in two hours — after the rebels (so called) — overtook and beat them, losing
14 men & finding 47 of the Tories killed — Col Boyd of the Tories wounded -- & died in the evening —
to resume the declaration — at the time of returning home before mentioned — Deponent, as a private,
commenced the usual occupation of defending the frontier & continued until 15" March 1782 when
Deponent marched as a militia man to Bacon's Bridge, 21 miles from Charleston — remained until
relieved by another quota of Militia, last of May 1782, the end of this Deponent's service -- Deponent
has omitted one service in July 1776. Deponent commanded a volunteer company in service with 2200
men under Genl. Williamson embodied for the purpose of invading the Cherokee Country.” They built
Fort Rutlege [sic, Fort Rutledge]. Williamson took six or seven Hundred men and destroyed a number

3 Siege of Charleston http://www.myrevolutionarywar.com/battles/800401-charleston/

& https://allthingsliberty.com/2020/10/britains-last-throw-of-the-dice-begins-the-charlestown-campaign-of-1780/ &

Carl P. Borick, A Gallant Defense: The Siege of Charleston, 1780, Columbia, University of South Carolina Press, 2003 ..
* May 21-June 19, 1781 https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_battle of ninety six.html

> https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_battle_of eutaw_springs.html

® Kettle Creek February 14, 1779 https://www.myrevolutionarywar.com/battles/790214-kettle-creek/ &
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/battle-of-kettle-creek/ & Elliott, Daniel (2009). Stirring
up a Hornet's Nest: The Kettle Creek Battlefield Survey (PDF).

" https://www.carolana.com/NC/Revolution/revolution_cherokee_expedition_1776.html
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of towns nearest the Fort — sixty two men volunteered — as a scouting party — of which Deponent was
one — Andrew Pickens & Robert Anderson, Captains had the command — they fell into an Indian
ambuscade of five or six hundred Indians. The volunteers fought them 37 minutes, so said Genl.
Williamson who heard the firing — also John Presley who is now present — when a relief came up from
the Army neigh at hand when the Indians retreated having first been driven back some distance by the
volunteers — this Deponent with Williamson's aforesaid Army marched — passing through the Cherokee
nation over the Cumberland mountain to the Tenessee [sic, Tennessee] Valley — down the Rivers of
that country to the lowest Cherokee towns — during the march at the pass of the Cumberland mountain
the Army engaged generally with the Indians — beat them found about one hundred dead — many were
no doubt carried off — losing about forty man — they returned from this service last of November 1776 —
and commenced guarding the Frontiers — In this service of five months — John Presley aforesaid who is
now present was with Deponent — Micajah Brooks® — now present was in the service with Deponent at
Bacon's Bridge in S. Carolina — also in one service in Georgia of which he will give a detailed
statement. Deponent was born and raised partly in Pennsylvania, was moved into its S. Carolina at 14
years of age — settled in Abbeville District — lived there 39 years — moved into Jackson County —
Georgia — then to Jasper County Georgia — then to Montgomery County Alabama — then to his present
residence in Henry Georgia. Deponent recollects — scarcely any in S. C. who knew him who are not
now dead[;] in Jackson County, Major Cochran & Doctor Singleton, know him, in Jasper, Charles
Crigh [?] & Stokely Morgan — in Alabama he stayed but two years — in Henry, Col. Solomon
Strickland & his son Ephraim a minister of the Gospel, Major Tandy W. Key, Post M [postmaster]
knows him — David Johnston, John Anderson, [illegible, could be “Genl.”] W. Smith, Thomas Smith,
P. M. [postmaster] & others in the second District of Henry County. Deponent prays that a reference
may be had to the declarations of Micajah Brooks and John Presley as witnesses of a part of the
services rendered -- Deponent hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except
the present and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency [of] any State.

Deponent first served as a Lieutenant under a commission (lost) dated 5™ March 1775 —
commenced active service 1% November 1775 until 1* Jany 1776 against Tories-- recommenced — 1
July 1776 — continued (with a [illegible words]® until 1% January 1777 in active service—Then
commenced monthly duties until the British took Charleston, date, not recollected—which ended his
service as Lieut.--thence on Greene's return 1% May 1781 entered service as a private & continued until
1°' June 1782 which closed his service.

Sworn to & subscribed this 18" Dec 1832.

Thomas Ramsey

Hhgrrws Koty

[p 8]
Georgia, Henry Inferior Court December Term 1832

In open Court personally came John Presly® who after being duly sworn, saith he was with
Thomas Ramsay in the Cherokee expedition mentioned & that from the confidence reposed in his valor
and judgment he was often selected to perform the most hazardous duties -- particularly as a
reconnoitering spy. Their intimacy recommenced seven or eight years since and he knows him to be a

8 Micajah Brooks W27694
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man of veracity -- he was not intimate with him in the Army.
Sworn to and subscribed in open Court -- this 18th December 1832
John Presley, N his mark
[Ephraim Strickland, a clergyman, and Solomon Strickland gave the standard supporting affidavit.]

[p 10]
Georgia Henry County

Before us Thomas Thaxton & E. M. K. McCutchen Justices of the peace in the District in which
Thomas Ramsay, who has signed the foregoing declaration -- who after being duly sworn saith That his
memory is strong and almost as perfect as any youth & can swear he thinks positively to the length of
his service -- and according to his recollection he served not less than the periods mentioned below and
in the following Grades --
I served as a Lieutenant for 2 years & 9 months -- viz. from November 1, 1775 to August 1778 as a
private | served from August 1778 until the first or 2nd day of June 1782. Three years and ten months
and for such service | claim a pension --

The weather being extremely cold & my health being in firm when | made oath to my
declaration I did not because | could not sign my name but made my mark.

Sworn to & subscribed this first June 1833.

Thos Ramsay

) ey,

S/ E. W. K. McCutchen, JP
S/ Thomas Thaxton, JP

[p 15]
Georgia Henry County} Before me Thomas D. Johnston a Justice of the peace in said County

personally came Thomas Ramsey a revolutionary soldier who after being duly sworn saith -- That he
volunteered as stated in the declaration to which this paper is attached -- that he volunteered once & but
once, for the service as a Lieutenant. That during the whole Two years & nine months mentioned he
was in actual service two years & more & during the balance of the time was subject to orders at any
moment -- went home upon parole -- That the intervals between the actual services were so short as to
prevent any profitable labor for himself. The labor which he performed when on parole provided a
little Clothing & provisions -- & so far exempted his Country from an expense he never drew a rag of
Clothing from the public -- he did not volunteer for a continuous service of two years & nine months --
but intended it for the war, and served that time as above mentioned -- the Deponent believes that
having in the short intervals between his services from home provided himself with clothing & carried
provisions on his back in the service -- he was also part of the time out of the service -- The witness
Micajah Brooks mentioned in the declaration -- & who was expected to have applied for a pension has
left the Country so that his evidence cannot without great inconvenience be obtained his private service
commenced after August 1778 as well as he recollects, he was drafted at that time. The militia were
divided into classes -- Deponent upon hearing the affidavit of June 1% 1833 read over to him finds that
he misunderstood its purport -- viz. That he understood himself as stating the [indecipherable word]**
between the dates mentioned as to his private service, & not the service continued for that time -- he
was continually subject to orders without repeated drafts being made -- and was in the intervals
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between the different monthly or longer tours often called out at in services of a few days. He was in
actual service one month into service & that one at home from the first of June 1789 [sic] until the
British took Charleston which he thinks was in May 1780 -- He was then directed as mentioned in his
declaration to look to his own safety, until called on for the ten succeeding months (as near as he
recollects he was in the swamps, woods or hiding places sometimes running Tories & sometimes run
by them -- during which time he performed no labor for himself -- -- Greene returned & he Deponent
joined his Army at Ninety Six 1% May 1781 -- continued in constant active service until the last of
September 1781 (5 months) he was then from his returning home engaged defending the frontiers until
1 March 1782. Five and a half months -- making as Deponent considers 10 ¥ months continuous
service -- he then marched to Bacon's Bridge and continued in service until the last of May 1782 --
Two months and a half. The first five and a half months service was a part of a 6 months tour for
which he was called out and the part 2 ¥2 months was a part of a 3 months Tour. Deponent knows of
no person (now living whose testimony he can obtain) by whom he can make any additional proof of
his services.
Sworn to and subscribed this 26 January 1834
S/. Thomas D. Johnston, JP

Thos. Ramsay

aﬁ 4
§/? Mangrrey.

[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $43.33 per annum commencing March 4, 1831 for service as a
private for 13 months in the South Carolina militia.]

South Carolina Audited Accounts™ relating to Thomas Ramsay (Ramsey) pp 12
Audited Account No. 6237
Transcribed and annotated by Will Graves 8/17/25

[p2]
[No. 1 Book S
Mr. Thomas Ramsay his Account of Duty as Private in the Militia done since the reduction of
Charlestown [Charleston South Carolina fell to the British on May 12, 1780] Amounting to
[old South Carolina] Currency £96.10/
Stg. [Sterling] £13.15.8 %
Ex?. W.R. [Examined by William Roach™]
J. M. A.G. [approved by] John McCall, Auditor General]

Rec’d __ full Satisfaction for the within in an indent No. 1 - S
Thos Ramsay

[p3]
State So. Carolina Dr. [Debtor] to Thomas Ramsay

12 The South Carolina Audited Accounts (AAs) are now available online at http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/. To find the AA for a
specific person, click on the Just take me to the search page link, then enter the person’s surname first in the “Full name” box followed
by a comma and the person’s Christian name. The number behind the ‘pp’ indicates the number of pages in the file and the ‘Audited
Account No.” is the actual Account Number assigned by the South Carolina Archives.

3 See SCAA 5023 p 2
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for Duty per Col. Anderson’s [Robert Anderson’s] return [not extant] £96.10/
£13.15.8 %

[p 4]
I do hereby Authorize & empower Mr. Witham-Shanron Thomas Ramsay to draw & Receive the
Indent that may be due to me for personal Service this Militia duty & one beef Steer furnished to
Troops on Duty with the Interest due thereon, the Account having been Returned by Col. Anderson’s
Return — Given under my hand this 7" of August 1786

Burrill Morris,** B his mark
Burrel Morris did Sign & acknowledged the above order before me
Robert Anderson, JP
I do hereby certify that Burwell Morris did acknowledged the above order before me and ordered me to
insert Thomas Ramsey as the Bearer instead of William Shannon

John Harris, JP

[p 5: Printed form of indent No. 1 Book S dated June 2, 1785]

[p 6: Reverse of the above Indent bearing endorsements, among others, by Thomas Ramsey who
signature thereon appears variously as Thos Ramsey and Thos Ramsay

[p 12: Is a letter dated September 2, 1834 from A. R. Moore to Major Loval asking for a copy of a
commission granted by Governor John Rutledge to Thomas Ramsay as a Lieutenant in the South
Carolina service.]

4 Burrel Morris SC5898
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