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Pension application of Philip Huckaby S31766    f15NC 
  Transcribed and annotated by Will Graves  6/15/11: rev'd 11/3/22 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' or ‘undeciphered’ 
appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials 
pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information 
on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software 
to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention. Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as an 
aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.] 
 
[p 3] 
State of Georgia County of Wilkes} On this third day of March 1834 personally appeared in 
open court, before the Inferior court of said County now sitting for ordinary purposes Philip 
Huckaby a resident of said County & State aged Seventy two years the Seventeenth day of last 
January, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath make the following 
declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 7, 1832.  That he 
entered the service of the United States under the following named officers and served as herein 
set forth.  He volunteered in 1779 or '80, he cannot recollect which, but knows it was the year of 
Gates defeat [Battle of Camden, August 15-16, 1780],1 and, on or about, the first of June in that 
year, under Captain Haray McKins [sic, Harrison Macon], served in a Regiment under Col. 
Axom (first name not recollected) [Benjamin Exum] and who was commanded by General 
Caswell [Richard Caswell].  That at the time of volunteering he resided in Franklin County North 
Carolina.  That he volunteered for three months the service to have been rendered out of the State 
if necessary, but that he not only in that engagement served out the time for which he volunteered 
but did as much as five months service, part of which was rendered in the State of North 
Carolina.  That he was dismissed in November following at Hillsboro North Carolina having 
served five months as above stated.  That he was at the Battle known as Gates defeat during this 
engagement.  That when he left Franklin County, where he had volunteered, he went to a place 
called Cross Creek in North Carolina it having been appointed as a place of rendezvous for his 
Corps from thence he was marched to Rugeley's Mills in South Carolina near Camden.  From 
thence to the battle of Gates defeat.  That after that battle and during the confusion that ensued he 
fell in with a Col. Sowell [probably Benjamin Seawell] of North Carolina and remained with him 
a few days from whom he obtained a furlough for 15 days with an engagement to meet after that 
time at Hillsboro, but finding no officers there he went to General Gates who gave him a 
furlough to go home when he returned home, and fell in with some troops going to Hillsboro, 
with whom he returned to that place, where a board of a war was then in session composed of 
Orin Davis and two others, whose names he does not now recollect, who discharged him at 
Hillsboro.  His Captain (McKin) having been wounded at Gates defeat did not join the Army and 
did not return home until the end of that year. 
 That he entered the service again in the same County (Franklin North Carolina) under 
Captain Robert Height [sic, Robert High] who having returned home he was put under the 
                                                 
1 https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_battle_of_camden.html  
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command of Captain Thomas Short [sic, Thomas Shute], Under the command of Col. Linton [Lt. 
Col. Thomas Linton], at first, but before his term of service expired, Col. Linton having been 
ordered off, Col. Sedgraves [sic, John Sitgreaves] took command of the Regiment.  That he 
entered the service this term about a year after he entered the first time say the first of June in the 
year after Gates defeat (1779 or 1780).  That he was drafted and ordered out to do a three month 
tour which he performed, that he was in no battle during this engagement: that when he left 
Franklin County on this, his last, tour he marched to the town of Halifax North Carolina from 
thence to Tarboro, from thence down towards the West [sic, East], in the direction of New Bern 
and Wilmington, all in North Carolina: that this service was rendered in the character of a 
musician (fifer): that he was discharged from this term of service at Halifax; that this last term of 
service was rendered for the purpose of scouting among the Tories, that he does not recollect 
during either term of his service to have been with any Continental regiments or companies, that 
he has no documentary evidence and that he knows of no person, whose testimony he can 
procure, who can testify to his services except those whose affidavits he has hereto annexed.  He 
hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and declares 
that his name is not on the Pension Roll of the Agency of any State. 
Sworn to and subscribed in open Court the day & year first aforesaid. 
     S/ Phillip Huckaby, X his mark 
Attest John H Dyson, CCC 
[Joseph Holmes, a clergyman, and Thomas Simms gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 After propounding to said Philip Huckaby the questions2 directed by the War Department 
he made the following answers, to wit 
To the 1st He answers in Halifax County North Carolina on the 17th of January 1762. 
To the 2nd That he has no record of his age. 
To the 3rd In Franklin County North Carolina when called into service where he continued to 
reside until 1794 when he removed to Wilkes County Georgia where he has resided ever since. 
To the 4th the first time as a volunteer, the 2nd time he was drafted to serve in the 2nd division. 
To 5th He recollects no regular officers having been with the troops with whom he served and 
answers further that he has stated as much of the regiments with whom he served and of the 
general circumstances of his service in his declaration above as he can recollect. 
To the 6th He answers that he received two discharges one at Hillsboro from a board of war one 
of the members of which was Orrin Davis – The other at Halifax (Town) North Carolina from 
Col. Thomas (he thinks) Sedgraves and Captain Thomas Short as he believes not being able to 
read he cannot be certain by whom it was signed: but knows that both were present in the room 
when it was given. 
                                                 
2 Here the veteran begins to answer the 7 interrogatories promulgated by the War Department to be put to each 
applicant for a pension.  Those 7 interrogatories were as follows:  
1st Where and in what year were you born? 
2nd Have you any record of your age and if so where is it? 
3rd Where were you living when called into service: where have you lived since the Revolutionary War and where 
do you now live? 
4th How were you called into service; were you drafted; did you volunteer or were you a substitute, and if a 
substitute, for whom? 
5th State the names of some of the regular officers who were with the troops where you served, such Continental and 
militia regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of your service. 
6th Did you ever receive a discharge from the service, and if so, by whom was it given and what has become of it? 
7th State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood and who can testify as to your 
character for veracity and their belief in your services as a soldier in the revolution. 



     S/ Phillip Huckaby, X his mark 
 
[p 10: On February 25, 1834 in Oglethorpe County Georgia, Sarah Dorsy and Lucrecy Huckaby 
gave testimony that they are the sisters of Philip Huckaby and recollect his serving two tours of 
duty during the revolutionary war.  They did not give their ages.  They signed with their 
respective marks.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $26.66 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 8 
months service as a private in the North Carolina militia.] 


