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Pension application of Henry Hardin S31732   fn47NC 
   Transcribed by Will Graves   rev'd 4/11/11 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some 
instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  Where the 
meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no 
change has been made.  Corrections or additional notes have been inserted within 
brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A 
bracketed question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a 
guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to 
contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on 
these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 
'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech 
recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my 
southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all 
misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather 
than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June 
one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Georgia, County of Walton  
 On this the Nineteenth day of November Eighteen Hundred & thirty two 
personally appeared before the Honorable Inferior Court of the County & State aforesaid 
being a Court of record Henry Hardin a resident of the County of Walton in the said State 
of Georgia aged seventy one years on the twelfth day of April last past who being duly 
sworn according to Law doth on his oath make the following Declaration in order to 
obtain the benefit of the provision made by the act of Congress passed June 7th 1832. 
That he entered into the service of the United States in the year Seventeen Hundred & 
Seventy Seven on the fifteenth day of October in that year as a volunteer with Capt. 
Henry Smith for the term of six months and served in Col. Prevard or Brovard’s 
[probably Hugh Brevard] Regiment of the North Carolina Militia under the command of 
Genl Lincoln [Benjamin Lincoln] Col Little [sic, Archibald Lytle] and Maj Nelson of the 
Continental Line and Genl Williamson [Andrew Williamson?] of the Militia, the names 
and rank of the other officers he states he has forgot and the deponent further declares 
that he served the said term of six months in the Land service and that he left the said 
service on the fifteenth day of April Seventeen Hundred & Seventy Eight at Turkey Hill 
upon the Black Swamp South Carolina at which time & place last aforesaid he was 
regularly discharged which discharge is no where in the deponent's power or custody at 
this time having been as he believes long since lost or destroyed. 
 And this deponent further declares that at the time he entered into the service he 
resided in the County of Surry North Carolina but was born in Johnston County in said 
State and that during said term of service he marched from the Moravian Town in said 
State to Salisbury in said state and from Salisbury to Camden in South Carolina and from 
that place to the High Hills of Santee and crossed the Santee River at Nelson’s ferry; 
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thence by the Eutaw Springs to Bacons Bridge thence to Jacksonborough and from 
thence by the lower road to Puresburg [sic, Purrysburg] at head quarters on the Savannah 
River but this deponent sayeth that during said term of service he was not engaged in any 
Battle or fight with the enemy. 
 And this deponent further declares that he again entered into the service of the 
United States in the year Seventeen Hundred & Eighty in the month of June of that year, 
but the precise day this deponent does not now recollect for a term of three months as a 
Militia man with Capt Absalem Bostwick1 of Surry County North Carolina David 
Humphries [sic, David Humphreys]2 1st Lieutenant and this deponent 2nd Lieutenant in 
said company and that said company was attached or belonged to Col Martin 
Armstrong’s Regiment in Genl. Rutherford’s [Griffith Rutherford's] Brigade under the 
command of Maj Gen Caswell [Richard Caswell] of the militia which was joined to the 
Continental Line not far from Cheraw Hills in South Carolina under the command of 
Genl Gates [Horatio Gates] – and from thence marched by Lynches Creek to Rugeley’s 
Mill on the road to Camden and from thence toward Camden about halfway to which 
place the American forces were met by the British forces a battle ensued and the former 
were defeated and the deponent was engaged in said Battle [Battle of Camden or Gates' 
Defeat]. 
 And this deponent further declares that his commission as 2nd Lieutenant in the 
militia company aforesaid is lost or mislaid so that he cannot now produce it but the fact 
is sustained by the affidavits of David Humphreys 1st Lieutenant in said company hereto 
named and this deponent further declares after Gates defeat aforesaid the company to 
which he belonged was never afterwards reorganized and there was no place of 
rendezvous for his company appointed and he therefore returned home to Surry County 
North Carolina but in a few days took his horse and went to Providence Mecklenburg N. 
Carolina where he again entered into service of the United States by joining the militia 
Light horse as a substitute for Peter Eaton under Col Davie [William Richardson Davie] 
who was the commander under whom he served two months and was then regularly 
discharged after marching from Providence to the Waxhaw settlement where he was 
discharged as aforesaid which discharge is also lost or mislaid so that he is now unable to 
provide it. 
 And the deponent further declared that he again entered into the service of the 
United Stated in the year Seventeen Hundred & Eight one in the month of March of that 
year by order of Col James Martin & Col Hunter who about the time Cornwallis entered 
Guilford County North Carolina gave orders for every man who was able to bear arms to 
join the army under Genl Green [Nathanael Greene] by joining Capt Thomas Cook’s 
company of Light horse of the militia under the command of Col James Martin & Col 
James Hunter in which company this deponent served a few weeks the company being 
disbanded after the battle at Guilford Court House North Carolina in which county this 
deponent then resided having removed there in the month of February preceding but was 
not engaged in said battle by reason of his being absent on forage duty. 
 And this deponent further declares that in the fall of the said year last aforesaid he 
was again the service of the United States as a volunteer in the Light Horse company of 
                                                 
1 Probably Absalom Bostick 
2 David Humphreys W9047 
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Capt Thomas Cook commanded by Col Wm O'Neal in pursuit of the noted Tory Fanning 
[David Fanning] Col of the Tories. 
 And this deponent further declares that he was at various other times and under 
varying other officers engaged in suppressing and disarming the Tories which he does not 
herein detail as the terms of service though numerous were short and under partisan 
officers acting upon their own responsibility. 
 And this deponent hereby relinquishes his every claim whatever to a pension or 
annuity except the present and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the 
agency of any State  
 Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid  
        S/ Henry Hardin 

      
[Radford Gunn, a clergyman, and Elisha Betts gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
To the Interrogatories directed to be put to the applicant by the War Department—the 
said Henry Hardin— 
To the first Intery answers: He was born in Johnston County, N. C. on the 12th of April 
1761. 
To the 2nd Inty: He answers he has a record of his age in his Bible at home. 
To the 3rd Inty: He answers he lived in Surry County North Carolina when called into 
service—Since the Revolutionary War, he has lived in Guilford County N. C. about ten 
or twelve years—from which place he removed and has lived in this state and now 
resides in the County of Walton. 
To the 4th Inty: He answers that he entered into the service as a volunteer. 
To the 5th Inty: He names [illegible], Lincoln, Col. Little & Maj. Nelson, whom he knew 
and he refers to the foregoing Declaration as containing the names of all the officers he 
now recollects. 
To the 6th Inty: He answers that he got a discharge which he is now unable to produce—
and also that he received a brevet commission as 2nd Lieutenant from Col. Armstrong. 
To the 7th Inty: He mentions Joel Colby, Wilson Whattey, Hon'l A. S. Clayton, & Wilbon 
Lumpkin and those persons who have signed the certificate hereto annexed. 
       S/ Henry Hardin 
     S/ W. Whattey, JIC 
     S/ Egbert B Beall, JIC 
     S/ James Orr, JIC 
 
[fn p. 15] 
State of South Carolina Pickens District: Personally came before me David Humphries 
and upon being duly sworn deposeth and saith that he acted as Captain of a company of 
Surry Regiment of North Carolina Militia in the year 1780, that Henry Hardin was put 
under my command, as an Ensign of that company who now petitions the States for a 
pension, was put under his command in the year 1780 and with me at the time of General 
Gates's defeat near Camden, in South Carolina, on the 16th day of August 1780 on which 
Day the Army got broke up by the memorable Defeat, and those who escaped got home 



as they could, the said Hardin while under my command behaved himself well as a Good 
Soldier and friend to his country. 
 Sworn to and subscribed this 12 December 1832 before me. 
S/ Stephen Bates, JP     S/ David Humphreys 

      
 
[fn p. 18] 
 Monroe Ullety [?] Ga.  26th Decr. 1832 
Hon. A. S. Clayton1 Presuming upon our acquaintance, and I hope mutual good opinion 
of each other, I take the liberty of requesting you to attend to some business for me if 
your attention to it should not be incompatible with your other duties as a representative 
of the people of Georgia in the national Council. 
 I mailed in this place three days ago my Declaration for a pension to which I am 
entitled under the law passed by Congress last June – in that Declaration I have stated a 
term of duty in Captain A. Bostwick [Absolam or Absalom Bostick] Company of the N. 
C. militia from Surry County as 2nd Lieutenant and that David Humphries was 1st 
Lieutenant in said Company; and also that I have lost or mislaid my Commission as 2nd 
Lieutenant, but that the fact of my service as such 2nd Lieutenant was sustained by the 
affidavit of said D. Humphries thereto annexed.  At the time that the Declaration was 
drawn up and passed upon by our Inferior Court I did not have the affidavit of said D. 
Humphries nor had I seen him in a great number of years as he lived in S. C. I have since 
however procured his affidavit by sending for it to S. C. and he stated in his affidavit that 
he was the Captain of said Company and that I was Ensign.  I [It?] here appears to be a 
contradiction or discrepancy between his affidavit [&] my statement in my Declaration.  I 
have reflected upon the subject much and my memory enables me to give this 
explanation: Bostwick was a Captain when we left Surry County N.C. but about the time 
the company joined the Continental Army under General Gates near the Cheraw Hill S. 
C. or before the battle of Camden, Bostwick had returned home in consequence of 
sickness and then first Lieutenant Humphries was promoted to the captaincy of said 
company.  I wish you to see the Secretary of War and attend to my claim and give this 
explanation to the apparent contradiction which I have pointed out – as I have referred 
the Secretary to you & Governor Lumpkin as persons who would give him such report 
respecting my character as he might wish or require. 
                                                 
1 CLAYTON, Augustin Smith, a Representative from Georgia; born in Fredericksburg, Va., November 27, 
1783; moved with his parents to Richmond County, Ga., in 1784; attended Richmond Academy, and was 
graduated from Franklin College, Athens, Ga., in 1804; studied law; was admitted to the bar in 1806 and 
commenced practice in Carnesville, Franklin County; moved to Athens; selected by the legislature in 1810 
to compile the statutes of Georgia from 1800; member of the State house of representatives 1810-1812; 
clerk of the State house of representatives 1813-1815; served in the State senate in 1826 and 1827; judge of 
the superior court 1819-1825 and 1828-1831; elected as a Jacksonian to the Twenty-second Congress to fill 
the vacancy caused by the resignation of Wilson Lumpkin; reelected to the Twenty-third Congress and 
served from January 21, 1832, to March 3, 1835; resumed the practice of law in Athens, Ga., and died there 
June 21, 1839; interment in Oconee Cemetery. http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=C000491  
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 You will very much oblige me if you can spare a moment from your other duties 
to attend to this business for me and give me the earliest information respecting the 
decision of the Secretary of the War respecting my claim.  If the claim is not properly 
presented or if they're not a sufficiency of testimony I should be glad to be informed of 
the fact before that is a decision upon it. 
 With sentiments of respect for your character, talents and patriotism and with the 
highest hopes, that they may be successful in relieving the South of [indecipherable word 
or words, looks like "grumanal"] under which she is at present oppressed I subscribe 
myself    Your Obedient Servant 
       S/ Henry Harden 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $56.33 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, 
for 11 months service as a private in the North Carolina militia.] 


