
Southern Campaigns American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters 
 

Pension application of Shared Gray S31707     f17NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    8/25/08 rev'd 10/5/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  
Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or additional notes 
have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that 
the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made 
the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to 
contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is 
abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research 
requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern 
accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as 
numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  
Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
The United States of America, Territory of Arkansas: Superior Court 
 On this the 13th day of January A.D. 1834 personally appeared in open Court, before the 
Superior Court of the Territory of Arkansas now in Session at Little Rock, in the County of Pulaski, in 
said Territory, Shared Gray, a resident in said County and Territory, aged 75 years, who being first duly 
sworn according to law, doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit 
of the Act of Congress passed June 7, 1832. 
 That in the year 1777 or 1778 (this applicant does not recollect which as he is now old and 
infirm, but knows that it was not long after the Declaration of Independence) about the first of May, as 
well as he recollects, he volunteered as a private soldier under General Rutherford who commanded a 
body of men raised in North Carolina to march against the Cherokee Indians.  This applicant, at the 
time he volunteered lived in Mecklenburg County, in said State – Captain William Hagan [John 
William Hagan] commanded the company to which this applicant belonged, and Colonel Adam 
Alexander the Regiment.  They were footmen – and term of service about four months, which term he 
fully served.  General Rutherford [Griffith Rutherford] commanded about 3000 men raised in North 
Carolina, and marched into the Cherokee Nation, where at the Middle Towns, he was joined by about 
1500 South Carolinians commanded by a Colonel or General Williamson [Andrew Williamson of 
South Carolina] this applicant does not recollect which title he bore.  Next morning after the Junction 
of the two armies, they took up the line of march for the Valley Towns and soon after their start early in 
the morning, they were attacked by a large body of Indians, and a battle ensued, in which the whites 
forced the Indians to retreat.  The loss in this engagement on the part of the Americans was between 30 
and 40 killed, and between 80 and 90 wounded.  A detachment of about 700 men, of which this 
applicant was one, was left at this place to take care of the wounded and baggage and to bury the dead 
and the rest of the Army marched on to the Valley Towns, when the Army returned from the Valley 
Towns they returned to their homes, where this applicant thinks they arrived in the month of 
September. 
 That during the year 1780, he was in service, as a private soldier, the principal part of the year, 
in some companies of Rangers, or Independent Companies of horsemen, formed and kept on foot for 
the purpose of harassing the British and Tories.  He still lived in Mecklenburg County.  He was in the 
course of this year under the command of several different Officers, viz. Major Davie [William Lee 
Davie], Captains William Hagan and John Foster.  This was a flying and fluctuating service; sometimes 
in North Carolina, but principally in South Carolina, wherever their services were necessary to check 
the Tories and British.  As well as this Applicant can recollect, previous to the above service, in the year 
1779, he volunteered under Captain White [John White] in a body of about 300 men raised and 
commanded by Colonel William Hagan (the Captain Hagan mentioned above).  These troops were also 
raised to operate against the Tories & were horsemen.  That he served three months, and were the 
principal part of the time in the neighborhood of Rutherford Court-house North Carolina.  He does not 
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recollect that he received a written discharge from service in any of the terms above mentioned. 
 In December 1780, or in January 1781, this applicant was drafted as a private soldier in the 
Militia of North Carolina, from Mecklenburg County; and served a three months tour of duty under 
General Sumner of the Militia; Colonel Phipher [Caleb Phifer] commanded the Regiment in which he 
served; but the Captain being a stranger his name is not remembered.  The militia of North Carolina 
assembled in a large body in Mecklenburg County near a Meeting-house called New Providence.  At 
this place a large body of the Regular Continental Army was also encamped.  Thinks that Generals 
Gates [Horatio Gates] and the Greene [Nathanael Greene] were both at this place sometime during the 
stay of the troops there, but does not recollect distinctly which was in command of the Army.  General 
Morgan [Daniel Morgan] & Colonel Washington [William Washington] with their respective 
commands, were also at this place.  It was after the defeat of General Gates at Camden [Battle of 
Camden, August 15-16, 1780].  During the stay of the troops here, General Morgan & Colonel 
Washington went down with a detachment, and captured Rugeley's Fort [December 4, 1780].1  Militia 
lay at this place until the expiration of their term of service.  Applicant received a written discharge 
from the service but has lost it by time or accident.  He was born on 11th June 1758, in Granville 
County, North Carolina: Has no record of his age; and no other evidence of it but that delivered to him 
verbally by his parents.  About the close of the Revolutionary War, he lived four years in Kershaw 
District in South Carolina and then removed back into Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, where he 
resided until the year 1815, when he removed to Bedford County, Tennessee; and in the last County and 
Williamson County in the same State, he lived until 1820 or 1821, not now distinctly recollect it.  From 
Williamson County, he came to Arkansas, where he now lives in the County of Pulaski.  He refers to 
Honorable Benjamin Johnson, Honorable A. H. Sevier, Colonel Samuel M. Rutherford, Mr. John 
McLain, Richard C. Byrd Honorable William S. Fulton who can testify as to his character for veracity, 
and their belief of his service as a soldier of the Revolution.  He has no documentary evidence and 
knows of no person, except his brother Jacob Gray,2 whose testimony he can procure, in Arkansas, who 
can testify to his said services, and 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present, and 
declares that his name is not on the Pension Roll of the Agency of any State or Territory. 
 Sworn to and subscribed the 30th day of January 1834 in open Court. 
S/ Wm Field, Clk 
      S/ Shared Gray 

       
[Samuel M. Rutherford and John T. Taylor gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
 I Jacob Gray, a younger brother of Shared Gray, the applicant in the above declaration, and have 
some recollection of his absence from home, and reputed service in the Cherokee War.  He further says 
that he believes from the rumor of the days of the Revolution, and from his personal knowledge of his 
brother's veracity, that all the statements contained in the said declaration are true. 
 Sworn to & subscribed the day & year last aforesaid. 
      S/ Jacob Gray 

      
                                                 
1  http://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_rugeley_mills_2.html  
2 Jacob Gray S31709 
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S/ Wm Field, Clk 
 
  Little Rock A. T. June 16th 1835 
Sir.  I am a pensioner My Claim brought forward by Colonel Sevier our Delegate, The Claim passed 
only for twenty dollars, for twenty-one months service &c my Brother Jacob Gray upon the same 
proof, served only two years he passed for upwards of fifty dollars &c Should it be by mistake I wish it 
to be altered.  If by deficiency I wish you to write to Little Rock and let me know what is to be done &c 
If anything wrong I wish time to rectify it before Colonel Sevier comes to Washington.  I will send you 
the twenty dollar Certificate and you can send me a Claim for my right &c. 
      I am Sir with all due respect yours 
Mr. Edwards 
[J. L. Edwards Commissioner of Pensions]   S/ Shared Gray 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as a 
private for 6 months in the North Carolina militia.] 


