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Pension application of Joseph Wright S31503    f32VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     10/19/11 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of Illinois in Monroe County: SS 
 On this 5th day of December in the year of our Lord 1832 personally appeared in open 
Court before their Honors Edward T Morgan, Felix Clark & Scipio Beaird Judges of the County 
Commissioners Court of Monroe County now sitting Joseph Wright a resident of Monroe County 
State of Illinois aged seventy-three years who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his 
oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of an Act of Congress passed 
June 7th 1832.  That he entered the service of the United States under the following named 
Officers and served as herein stated he entered the service in March 1780 as a militia man under 
the command of Captain John Thompson in a Regiment commanded by Colonel Glenn [John 
Glenn] Brigade commanded by General Stephens [Edward Stevens] – he entered the service in 
Halifax County State of Virginia and remained in the service last mentioned three months, that in 
March 1781 in Halifax County Virginia he again entered the United States service as a militia 
man on a Tour of three months under Captain Paul Waddleton [Watlington, Wattleton, etc.] in a 
Battalion Commanded by Major Boyce [William Boyce] & Regiment commanded by Colonel 
Glenn Brigade by General Stephens which last service he left in June 1781 – in both of which he 
was a drafted man.  That he was in a Battle fought at Guilford [March 15, 1781] when General 
Green [Nathanael Greene] commanded, that he was at Camden [August 15 – 16, 1780] South 
Carolina when General Gates1 was defeated at that place in the year 1780 [Last digit written over 
and unclear could be 1781] that he marched from Halifax County Virginia through North 
Carolina that he was acquainted with Adjutant Cobb of the Virginia Troops and Paul Carrington 
aid de camp to General Green and that he has no documentary Evidence & that he knows of no 
person whose testimony he can procure who can testify to his services. 
Answers to Questions – 1st Where & in what year were you born [?]  Anrs.  I was born in 
Mecklenburg County Virginia in the year 1760.  It is recorded in my family Bible now in Green 
County in this State.  I received a discharge from General Greene which is now lost. 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatsoever to a pension or annuity except the present 
and declares that his name is not on the pension Roll of the Agency of any State. 
Sworn and subscribed in open Court the day and year aforesaid 
       S/ Joseph Wright 

        
[James Moore & Abram Clark gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
                                                 
1 The veteran's claim that he was at Gates Defeat at Camden does not fit with the dates of service he claims.  Gates 
Defeat occurred August 16, 1780.  However, C. Leon Harris points out that the officers this veteran names were at 
Gates defeat and he, Leon, thinks it likely the veteran was there but confused as to the dates of his service. 
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[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 6 months 
service as a private in the Virginia militia.] 


