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Pension application of Philemon Thomas S31417    f25NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     rev'd 3/7/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
The Statement of General Philemon Thomas1 of Louisiana & now resident in the City of 
Washington made for the purpose of obtaining the benefit of the Act of the 7th of June 1832 – 
that he was born in the County of Orange, State of Virginia February 9, 1763 (& is of course in 
his 71st year of his age), that he is on the Pension Roll of no State nor on that of the United 
States, & relinquishes all rights except under the act aforesaid.  He states that he served in the 
revolution as follows, viz.  He volunteered in the fall of 1778 for five months under the 
command of Colonel Archibald Lytle (but he served one month over the term viz., he served on 
this occasion) six months & was honorably discharged.  He then volunteered for six months 
under Captain John Craig and faithfully served out the said term & was honorably discharged.  
This was in the fall and winter of 1779 & 1780.  A part of his last six months the company was 
guarding the Commissioners who ran the boundary line between Virginia and North Carolina – 
that in the Summer of 1780 he entered the Militia Service of the United [States] as quarter master 
for a term of three months under Colonel Malmady [Francois Lellorquis Marquis de Malmady 
(also Malmedy, Malmèdy)] & was at the close of three months honorably discharged.  General 
Green [sic, Nathanael Greene] was our commander in chief & our march upon the heels of Lord 
Cornwallis, he states that during this tour he was in the Battle of Guilford [March 15, 1781].  
That during the winter 1780 or early in the Spring 1781 he entered into the service of the United 
States for 12 months in the company of Captain Rayford Raiford [Robert Raiford] in the Regiment 
commanded by Colonel Dixon [Henry Dixon, a.k.a. Hal Dixon], was orderly Sergeant all the 
time & was honorably discharged – that he was discharged early in 1782 – when he was 
appointed an Ensign by the Governor Martin of North Carolina under Captain Isaac Bledsoe & 
Regiment or Battalion commanded by Colonel James Robinson – that they marched to Nashville 
& remained on that Frontier guarding it & Commissioners & served seven months & was 
honorably discharged in March 1783 making in the whole service, as private 12 months, as 
quarter master three months, as Sergeant 12 months, as Ensign seven months total two years & 
                                                 
1 THOMAS, Philemon, a Representative from Louisiana; born in Orange County, Va., February 9, 1763; attended 
the common schools; served in the Revolutionary War; moved to Kentucky and settled in Mason County; delegate to 
the convention which framed the constitution of the State of Kentucky; member of the Kentucky house of 
representatives 1796-1799; served in the State senate 1800-1803; moved to Louisiana in 1806 and settled on the 
banks of the lower Mississippi River; member of the Louisiana house of representatives; leader of an uprising 
against the Spanish authorities, who exercised authority over what is now Mississippi and Louisiana, and 
commanded the forces which captured the Spanish fort at Baton Rouge in 1810; major general of Louisiana Militia 
in 1814 and 1815 and served in that capacity in the War of 1812; moved to Baton Rouge, La.; elected to the Twenty-
second and Twenty-third Congresses (March 4, 1831-March 3, 1835); died in Baton Rouge, La., November 18, 
1847; interment in the Old American Graveyard; reinterment in the National Cemetery at Baton Rouge, La.  
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10 months besides during the intervals of those terms he was constantly engaged in short tours of 
Scouting parties against the Tories. 
       S/ Philm Thomas 

       
 
Washington County [sic] District of Columbia USA 
 This day General Philemon Thomas member of Congress from Louisiana came before me 
a justice of the peace for said County & District & made oath to the above statement given under 
hand & seal this 12th day of [indecipherable month]2 1833. 
      S/ S. Burch, JP 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $183.33 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 
service as a private & Sergeant for 2 years in the North Carolina militia and Continental line.] 
                                                 

2  


