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Pension application of John Ralston S31321      f19VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     6/4/12 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
Commonwealth of Kentucky Harrison County: Sct. 
 On this 10th day of September 1832 personally appeared in open court before the justices 
of the County aforesaid now sitting John Ralston a resident of the Commonwealth and County 
aforesaid aged 77 years who being duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath make the 
following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provisions made by the act of Congress 
passed June 7th 1832. 
 That in the spring of 1778 under a regulation that a certain number (not now recollected) 
of single men were to furnish a regular soldier to serve in the Army of the United States for 
twelve months; he was drafted from the County of Greenbrier in the State of Virginia and after 
being sworn in as regular soldier he joined the Continental Army at Valley Forge in the State of 
Pennsylvania and served with Ensign Boen, Lieutenant Breckenridge under Captain Andrew 
Wallace attached to the 12th Regiment commanded by Colonel Nevil [John Neville] of General 
Charles Scott's brigade of the Virginia line.  When the British Army left Philadelphia, our Army 
then under the command of General Washington met the British and fought the battle of 
Monmouth [June 28, 1778]; after which we went to Brunswick where we had a day of rejoicing.  
We then went to White Plains in the State of New York.  From thence we went to a place called 
Robinson's farm owned the Hudson River, below, and near to West Point; from thence to 
Middlebrook in New Jersey where we lay all winter.  In the spring of 1779 his term of service 
having expired he received his discharge and went home.  He remained in Virginia 4 or 5 years; 
he then came to Kentucky where he resided about 48 years.  I John Ralston do hereby relinquish 
every claim whatever to a pension or an annuity except the present, and declare that my name is 
not on the pension roll of any agency in any state or territory whatever.  He further states that he 
has lost his discharge; and that he knows of no living witness by whom he can prove his services. 
 Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid. 
      S/ John Ralston 

       
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $40 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service 
as a private for one-year in the Virginia service.] 
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