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[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for 
ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  Where the meaning is not 
compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  
Corrections or additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks 
appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates 
that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the 
military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that 
provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is 
abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, 
and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use 
speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my 
southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all 
misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than 
words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand 
eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of Maine County of York 
 On this 15th day of August A.D. 1832 personally appeared in open court, before the 
Court of Probate now sitting at South Berwick in & for the County of York Charles G. Clark a 
resident of Berwick in the County of York and State of Maine aged 68 years, next December who 
being first duly sworn according to law, doth, on his oath, make the following declaration, in 
order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7th, 1832. 
 That he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers, and 
served as herein stated. 
 In the year 1780 I resided in the said Town of Berwick & belonged to a company of 
Massachusetts Militia and in the early part of the month of April of that year I was drafted & 
served 8 months in the Army of the United States.  The company to which I belonged 
commanded by Jedediah Goodwin as Capt. & Timothy Wentworth1 as Lieut. was soon after 
mustered at a place called Blackberry Hill in said Berwick & marched to Falmouth near Portland 
Maine, and was put under Joseph Prime of Berwick Col. -- while at Falmouth with the rest of our 
company was employed in erecting forts.  In September the Company marched to the Kennebec 
River & returned in the month of November to Falmouth.  After having served out the 8 months, 
at Falmouth out with the rest of the company was discharged & returned home -- & never had 
any written discharge.  I can prove this service by Lieut. Timothy Wentworth above mentioned.  
 In the year 1782, I shipped on board the United States vessel called the Bellona of 20 
guns2 at Portsmouth New Hampshire, to Thomas Manning, Capt., Samuel Gardner Lieut.  We 
[indecipherable word looks like "envised"] four months off the West Indies, and on our return 
home the Bellona was taken by an English Frigate the Grana3 from New York, & was carried to 
                                                 
1 FPA S17190 
2 Ken Kellow points out that the Bellona carried 18 cannon (9 per side).  Ken has a wonderful website devoted to the 
maritime engagements, ships and personnel located at http://www.awiatsea.com/Index.html.  Ken has an article 
posted on the Bellona at  
http://www.awiatsea.com/Privateers/B/Bellona%20New%20Hampshire%20Ship%20%5BManning%5D.html  
3 Ken Kellow points out that this was the HM Frigate Grana (Captain Chichester Fortescue) 
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the port of Charleston South Carolina.  Here I was put in prison & remained 8 months & was 
then exchanged & went to Savannah, Georgia.  Here I shipped on board an United States galley 
commanded by William Slate of N. C.  I was on board said galley four months doing duty & was 
discharged & never had any discharge in writing.  The galley was employed in protecting the 
American Citizens & Coasters from the refugees.  The galley went from port to port several 
times & twice to Bulls head while I was on board.  After my discharge from the galley, I shipped 
on board the letter of Marque called the Elizabeth commanded by the same William Slate & 
served on board her about 8 months, when peace was declared & I was discharged and returned 
to Berwick my native place where I have ever since resided.  I can prove my land service, but 
know of no one living by whom I can prove my naval service, I cannot recollect dates precisely 
but am sure I served as long as stated. 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present, 
and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any State, or (if any) only 
on that of the agency of the State of __. 
 Sworn to, and subscribed, the day and year aforesaid 
     S/ Charles G. Clark 

      
S/ A. Hayes, Judge 
[Joseph Hilliard, a clergyman, of Berwick and Ephraim Tebbetts, Esqr. gave the standard  
supporting affidavit.] 
 
[Timothy Wentworth gave a supporting affidavit as to the service of the veteran in the first tour 
described above.] 
[fn p. 6: at the top of the page] 
I was born in Berwick aforesaid on the 2nd day of December A.D. 1764, and have always 
resided in said Berwick, except while absent on duty aforesaid.  There is no record of my age to 
my knowledge. 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $22 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 6 months 
& 18 days as a private in the Massachusetts militia.  Evidently, no credit was given to him for his 
service at sea.] 


