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Pension application of William Boyd S30881      f23NC 
  Transcribed by Nancy Poquette supplemented by Will Graves 11/7/07 rev'd 9/18/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  
Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or additional notes 
have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that 
the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made 
the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to 
contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is 
abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research 
requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern 
accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as 
numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  
Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
[p 10] 
[WILLIAM BOYD, a resident of Barren County, KY, aged 79 years [Sept.1832]: 
        I, WILLIAM BOYD of the County of Barren and state of Kentucky, being in the 79th year of my 
age, and having served as a soldier of the Revolutionary War, do hereby proceed to make a declaration 
of some of my service, but so long a time has elapsed since, that many thing has escaped my 
recollection.  I was a citizen of Guilford County, North Carolina when the war commenced in the year 
1776. I enlisted sometime in that year for the term of six months. My captain was JOHN WALKER, 
the lieutenant was ABSOLOM TATOM [Absalom Tatum], the Colonel who commanded was by the 
name of FRANCIS NASH. We marched to Wilmington in North Carolina. There, I was stationed a 
short time. We then moved about six miles below and built some barracks, but the soldiers becoming 
very sickly there, we were marched up Cape Fear River where there were a party of Tories collected. 
They removed down the river and we pursued them to a creek called the Widow Moore’s Creek, where 
we overtook and defeated, killed their leader whose name was MCCLOUD [MCLEOD-per Heitman, 
February 27, 1776] and dispersed the party who escaped our hands. We were continued the balance of 
the six months ranging from Wilmington to Fort Johnston at the mouth of Cape Fear River, trying as 
much as possible to prevent the British and Tories from plundering and destroying our citizens. At the 
expiration of the six months I received a written discharge from my commanding officer at Wilmington 
which has been lost long since by me.” 
 “I then returned home and sometime after I volunteered, I believe as near as I can recollect, for 
a term of three months, the date I do not recollect. I was then marched to the Cherokee nation under the 
command of General RUTHERFORD [Griffith Rutherford]. My colonel was JAMES MARTIN [his 
lieutenant-colonel during this campaign was JOHN PAISLEY] and Captain NATHANIEL 
WILLIAMS. The other officers I do no recollect. We were marched to the valley towns, but had a 
severe skirmish with the Indians before we reached the towns. We were then continued in the Indian 
nation as well as I recollect, the balance of our term of service, hunting and pursuing the Indians. We 
then returned home.” 
 “Some time afterwards, I was drafted for three months, the date I cannot now recollect. My 
captain was THOMAS FLACK, Lieutenant GEORGE DILLARD, our colonel was by the name of 
LYTLE [Archibald Lytle]. I was then marched to the White House in South Carolina and was 
commanded there by General ASHE [John Ashe]. We then crossed the Savannah at Blackledge Ford 
and marched down the river to the mouth of Briar Creek [per Heitman, March 3, 1779]. There, the 
British and Tories met us and we were shamefully defeated. Our general forsook us in the 
commencement of the engagement and the whole army was nearly all made prisoners and killed. I 
narrowly escaped by making my way through a tremendous mire and lagoon, which was made from the 
river. I afterwards met with some of my dispersed comrades and we returned to the White House. I was 
there continued until my term of service expired. I then returned home.” 
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 “Some time after I was drafted for three months. My captain was by the name of BUSTER 
[John Buster]. His first name I do not now recollect. Our colonel was JOHN PAISLEY [spelled John 
Paceley throughout this application]. We were during that term in North and South Carolina, 
obstructing the progress of the British and Tories. I do not recollect of any very important 
circumstances taking place during that time.” 
 “I sometime after, removed from Guilford to Wilkes County. I then volunteered for two months 
in a horse company. My captain was JAMES TAYLOR and our major was by the name of 
STEVETON [Stevenson?]. The other officers I do not recollect. Our range was, during that time, 
generally in the counties of Mecklenburg and Rowan, after the Tories.” 
 “I was then discharged and immediately entered as a substitute in the room of another man for 
three months. My captain was by the name of MORGAN [John Morgan]. Our General’s name was 
DAVIE [William Richardson Davie]. Their first names I do not recollect, neither do I recollect the 
names of my other officers. During that time, we met the British under Lord CORNWALLIS at the 
Cherokee Ford on the Catawba River [per Heitman, February 14, 1779]1. We had an engagement with 
them. Their and our general was slain in the action. I do not recollect anything more of importance 
taking place during that campaign.” 
 “Sometime afterwards, I volunteered under Captain SAMUEL JOHNSTON. Our major was by 
the name of HARDGRAVES. The other officers names I do not now recollect. The object of this 
campaign was to destroy or rout a number of Tories who had collected on the Yadkin River, 
commanded by one FANNING [David Fanning] and CHEEK. Our commander, Major 
HARDGRAVES marched us home before we completed what he was sent to do. He was immediately 
arrested for his disobedience of orders. Colonel ELISHA ISAACS took command of us and we 
returned to the Yadkin and succeeded in dispersing the Tories who had collected there.” 
 “I was at different other times, called out on short tours and had several skirmishes with the 
Tories, but cannot recollect the particulars now. I generally received a written discharge at the 
expiration of each tour I but had no thought at that time they would ever after be of any service to me. I 
was not careful to preserve them and therefore they are all lost…” I have never received any Pension 
nor is my name on any pension roll in any one of the United States.  Given under my hand this 17th day 
of September 1832. 
        S/ William Boyd 

        
[Cornelius Deweese, a clergyman, and C G Hitch gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[p 4] 
[William BOYD, a resident of Barren County, KY, aged 79 years on the 25th of March 1833]: 
        “When he first entered the service of the United States, he lived in Guilford County, North 
Carolina. In the fall of the year 1776, the exact time he cannot remember, he enlisted as a private in the 
army of the Revolution in the North Carolina militia under Captain JOHN WALKER, Lieutenant 
ABSOLOM TATOM, in the regiment commanded by Colonel FRANCIS NASH. The number of the 
regiment he does not now remember.” 
 “He joined said company at Hillsborough, North Carolina and marched to Wilmington where he 
was stationed a short time. From Wilmington, he was marched some miles below, and built some 
fortifications, but the soldiers became very sickly. He was marched up Cape Fear River where the 
                                                 
1 Will Graves' note:  The applicant appears to be describing the action at Cowan's Ford on February 1, 1781 in which Gen. 
William Lee Davidson was killed by forces under the command of Cornwallis.  General William Richardson Davie was not 
killed during the revolutionary war. 



Tories were collected, who moved down the river. He and his fellow soldiers pursued them to a creek 
called the Moore’s Creek [per Heitman, February 27, 1776], overtook and defeated them, killing their 
leader who this applicant thinks was one Colonel MCCLOUD [MCLEOD]. He then continued ranging 
for the balance of six months, from Wilmington to Fort Johnson at the mouth of the Cape Fear River. 
He was discharged at Wilmington by the commanding officer, Colonel NASH, which discharge is now 
lost. On this tour, he served six months.” 
         “In the fall, to the best of his recollection of 1778 [1776], he again volunteered to go to the 
Cherokee nation of Indians under the command of General RUTHERFORD, Colonel JAMES 
MARTIN, [the lieutenant colonel at this time was JOHN PAISLEY], Major THOMAS OWEN, in the 
company commanded by Captain NATHANIEL WILLIAMS, his other officers he does not remember. 
He was marched to the valley towns of the Cherokees, having a severe skirmish with the Indians on the 
way. He continued in the Cherokee nation until the expiration of his term of three months. He received 
no written discharge from this service. On this tour, her served three months.” 
        “In the fall of the year 1780 he was drafted for three months in the company commanded by 
THOMAS FLACK, Lieutenant GEORGE DILLARD. The colonel was called Colonel ARCHIBALD 
LYTLE. He joined Captain FLACK’s company in Guilford, from thence he marched to the place in 
South Carolina called the White House. There he was commanded by General ASHE. He then crossed 
the Savannah River at Blackledge Ferry. He and his fellow soldiers were then marched down the river 
to the mouth of Briar Creek, where they were met by the British and Tories. Our General ASHE 
forsook us in the commencement of the action and the troops were entirely defeated. Nearly all of the 
troops were made prisoners, and this applicant narrowly escaped through an immense lagoon or bay, 
which was made up from the river. This applicant was then returned home in Guilford County, after 
going back to the White House and serving his tour out. He got a written discharge at the White House 
from Colonel LYTLE which is now lost. On this term of service he served three months.” 
        “In the spring of the year, the precise year he cannot now from loss of memory remember, he was 
again drafted under Captain John BUSTER, Lieutenant (GEORGE, he thinks) POOR and the colonel 
was one JOHN PAISLEY. On this tour he was engaged in North and South Carolina in opposing the 
progress of the British and Tories. He does not remember any very important events which took place 
on this tour. He served his full three months out. He received from his captain a discharge, but it is now 
lost.” 
        “He, after the end of the last 3 months service, removed from Guilford to Wilkes County, North 
Carolina and volunteered for two months in said county in a horse company under Captain JAMES 
TAYLOR, Lieutenant DANIEL SHIP?, his major was one (JAMES, he thinks) STEVENSON, the 
other officers he does not now remember. During this service he ranged together with his company in 
the Counties of Mecklenburg and Rowan after the Tories. He was discharged from this service at the 
Twelve-Mile Creek which emptied in the Catawba River in Mecklenburg County. Said discharge is 
now lost. On this tour he served two months.” 
        “Immediately on his discharge from the above last mentioned service, he entered the service in 
Rowan County as a substitute for a man by the name of POOR. His given name he does not now 
remember, for three months, in the company commanded by Captain JOHN MORGAN, he thinks, 
Lieutenant and other officers, not remembered.” 
        “The general was one WILLIAM DAVIE. His other officers he does not now remember. He 
marched with his company to the Cherokee Ford on the Catawba River, where they met with Lord 
CORNWALLIS on the other side of the river. They had a skirmish with the British, in which General 
DAVIE was killed, and the British were suffered to cross. He was then marched back to Rowan County 
where he was discharged, receiving a discharge from Captain MORGAN. On this tour he  
served three months.” 
        “In the fall of the year, the particular year he cannot now from the frailty of his memory state, he 
again volunteered under Captain SAMUEL JOHNSON, and Lieutenant MORRIS, he thinks. His major 



was one HARDGRAVE, his first name not remembered. The object of this tour was to break up a party 
of Tories who had collected on the Yadkin River. He was marched in pursuit of the Tories on the 
waters of the Yadkin, as a ranger. Before Major HARDGRAVES had completed what he was sent to 
do, he was arrested for disobedience of orders. Colonel ELISHA ISAACS then took the command and 
marched us to the Yadkin where he succeeded in dispersing or driving away the Tories. From thence he 
went to Wilkes Courthouse, where he (this applicant) was released from this service, having served 
three months under said Major HARDGRAVES and Colonel ISAACS together. He received no written 
discharge from this service…” 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $80 per annum commencing March 4, 1831, for service as a 
private for 2 years in the North Carolina militia.] 


