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Pension application of John Billingsley S30862    f32NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    2/26/09: rev'd 6/23/16 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Kentucky Warren County: Sct. 
 On this 23rd day of December 1833 personally appeared in open Court before the 
Magistrates of the Warren County Court now sitting John Billingsley a resident of the State and 
County aforesaid aged in his 80th year who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his 
oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed 
July 7th 1832 [sic, June 7th, 1832].  That he entered the service of the United States under the 
following named officers and served as herein stated. 
 He was drafted for six months in the State of North Carolina Rutherford County in the 
year 1776 in which County he then resided, James McFaden [James McFadden] was his Capt. 
and Andrew Hampton was his Col.  His Corps ranged through the Saluda Mountains & the 
mountains of Green River in NC to guard against the Tories & Indians -- he served out said term 
& was discharged by said Col. Hampton at his camp in Rutherford County of aforesaid which 
discharge he has lost.  He was again in a few days after drafted in the same County for six 
months & served under the same officers for six months more, & marched through the same 
Country as before & was discharged by the same officer -- which is lost also -- He again about 
the year 1777 or 78 was called on in Randolph County in NC he was again drafted for six 
months to the best of his recollection & belief & served under Capt. John Arnold & Col. Colliers 
(he believes) he marched towards the sand hills after the Tories, he was discharged by Arnold 
this time in said County of Randolph, which discharge is also lost.  He was again drafted in 
Randolph County NC and served under Capt. Britton Fuller [Brittain Fuller] & Col. Collier & 
General Davidson, he marched out to near Santee.  This time against the British & Tories who 
then lay near Santee River, he went out for six months this time towards the end of this tour he 
was sent on an express to Col. Francis Lock [sic, Francis Locke] 9 miles above Salisbury to raise 
more troops & General Davidson1 was killed while he was gone, he was then placed under 
General Morgan [Daniel Morgan] & Capt. Jacob Williams for the residue of this tour at General 
Smallwood's [William Smallwood's] Camp -- he served this tour out & was discharged by 
General Morgan & Jacob Williams at the Ford of Turkey Creek on the2 Christmas before the 
Battle of the Cowpens [January 17, 1781], and a few days thereafter he joined Capt. Thomas 
Williams & served but a few days but cannot recollect how many.  He has no documentary 
evidence of his service & that he knows of no person whose testimony he can procure who can 
                                                 
1 William Lee Davidson was killed at Cowan's Ford on February 1, 1781. 
2 This line of text is missing from the digital image on Fold3.com but can be found on the digital image of 
HeritageQuest.com. 
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testify to his service.  He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity 
except the present & declares that his name is not on the pension Roll of the agency of any State. 
 Sworn & subscribed the day & year aforesaid. 
     S/ John Billingsley 

      
[Merrick Harrington, a clergyman, Joshua Brown and Nathan Hale gave the standard supporting 
affidavit.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $40 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as 
a private for one year in the North Carolina militia.] 


