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Pension application of John Gorsage S2579     f18NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    8/20/08 rev'd 9/17/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  
Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or additional notes 
have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that 
the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made 
the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to 
contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is 
abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research 
requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern 
accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as 
numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  
Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of Tennessee, Sullivan County 
 On this 26 day of November 1832 personally appeared before me Wm Rockhold one of the 
Justices of the Court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions for Sullivan County John Gorsage a resident in the 
County of Sullivan & State of Tennessee aged ninety years who being first duly sworn according to law 
doth on his oath make the following Declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provision made by 
the act of Congress passed June the 7th 1832, that he entered the Army of the United States from 
Sullivan County Tennessee as a drafted Militia man in the year 1780 in the latter part of that year under 
Captain Topp [Roger Topp] & Lieutenant Cox Commanded by Colonels Shelby [Isaac Shelby] & 
Fletcher and was marched from North Carolina into the South State & Joined General Marion's 
[Francis Marion's] Camps was on scouting parties against the British & Tories on the Pedee & Santee 
rivers & near the Bay & at Moncks Corner & not in any General engagement and was discharged by 
Colonel Fletcher which Discharge is lost or worn out & did serve four months in said tour or a little 
over before he returned home Deponent further saith immediately after returning home in 1781 he was 
again drafted in the same County & State then called North Carolina and marched under Captain Koil 
[probably Captain Robert Kyle] to the Cherokee Nation a part of which was Aliens [? aliened?] to 
Great Britain & was commanded by Colonels Sevier [John Sevier] & Anderson [perhaps John 
Anderson] & was marched almost all over said Nation assisted in burning their towns retaking property 
&c  Recollects of Being at the Chota towns Hiwassee towns Wills [?] town and at the Lookout 
Mountain &c &c.  Deponent further saith that he served three months the last mentioned tour & well 
knows he did not leave the service until ordered home but does not Recollect by whom he was 
discharged & if he did received any written discharge it is not in his possession & he supposes it is lost 
or worn out, Deponent further saith that he was Drafted in 1780 to serve a two months tour to Kings 
Mountain [the Battle of Kings Mountain was fought on October 7, 1780] & was in a neighborhood 
where he was the only Blacksmith & was released from serving said tour by a board of officers 
consisting of Shelby, Pemberton [perhaps John Pemberton], Bealor & others conditional if he would 
strip the irons of his wagon & shoe the horses of the men to march on from his neighborhood which 
condition he complied with & never received one farthing for said labor or iron accept [except] [he 
was] relieved from said tour of Duty.  Deponent also says he previous to the times mentioned furnished 
a substitute for a three months tour against the Indians the situation of his family being such that he 
could not leave home.  He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the 
present and he declares that his name is not on the pension Roll of any State or territory. 
 Sworn to & subscribed the day & year aforesaid. 
      S/ John Garsaely [sic?] 

       
[John Martin a clergyman and Edward Cox gave the standard supporting affidavit.  Edward Cox added: 

http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/


"of his own knowledge said Gorsage did serve the four month tour as he sets forth as served with him –
" 
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[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $23.33 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as a 
private for 7 months in the North Carolina militia.] 
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