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Pension application of Frederick Foscue S2562  Privateer  f25NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    5/18/08 rev'd 6/12/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  
Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or additional notes 
have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that 
the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made 
the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to 
contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is 
abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research 
requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern 
accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as 
numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  
Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of North Carolina, Jones County: Court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions March Term 1833 
 On this 12th day of March personally appeared in open Court before the Justices of the Court of 
Pleas & Quarter Sessions of Jones County, now sitting, Frederick Foscue a resident of said County & 
state – aged 67 – years, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath make the 
following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 7th 1832. 
 This applicant, in the January of 1780, shipped at New Bern on board the Brig Industry, 
attached to Stanley's fleet.  The Brig was armed, and belonged to Governor Nash [Abner Nash] in part.  
We were bound to St. Eustatins [sic, St. Eustatius] & arrived in the neighborhood of the Island & were 
attacked by the British corsairs in the night off St. Martin's.  We beat them off after a pretty severe 
fight, & we arrived in the same night at St. Eustatius.  We came to anchor in the midst of the British 
fleet, commanded by Admiral Rodney, supposing them to be Dutch.  We were boarded by the ship's 
boats & taken after some fighting.  We were made prisoners of war & sent to Antigua, & were kept in 
prison until the month of July & we then returned home being exchanged.  After our return home 
hearing that the British were coming to New Bern, we were ordered out under the command of General 
Linnington [sic, John Alexander Lillington], Colonel Avery [Francis Avery] & Captain Fredk Hargate 
[?].  I was in Jones County when ordered out & we marched up in the neighborhood of Sander's Bridge 
where a party of our troops & the enemy had a skirmish.  I was not in it.  We followed the British 
towards New Bern, they having passed us, in order to keep down the Tories.  We continued under arms 
until the Spring after the British had evacuated New Bern, to keep down the Tories, as they had done 
much damage & killed some of our best men.  We were on this service upwards of six months.  After 
we were disbanded I went again to New Bern & shipped on board the private armed Brig Edward of 18 
guns, commanded by Captain Goodhue.  We cruised off Charleston & engaged a copper bottomed brig 
belonging to Glasgow, & captured her.  The Brig was well armed & we had a considerable fight.  Some 
short time after this we were pursued by two English frigates & we abandon our prize, there having 
elapsed but a few hours after the capture to the time of the pursuit, we had not time to remove the 
prisoners.  We had no more fighting & after taking one or two small prizes we went in to port at 
Ocracoke & came to New Bern. 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present & 
declares that his name is not on the pension Roll of the Agency of any State. 
 Sworn to & subscribed the day & year above written. 
       S/ Fredk Foscue 

        
S/ H. Bryan 
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[F. Duval, a clergyman, R. McDaniel, H. H. Hammond & John L. Koonce gave the standard supporting 
affidavit.] 
[p 6] 
1st  When and in what year were you born? 
 Ans:  In Craven County at the time of my birth, now Jones – in the year 1766. 
2nd  Have you any record of your age and if so where is it? 
 Ans:  It is in my own family Bible, in Jones County 
3rd  Where were you living when called into service: where have you lived since the Revolutionary War 
and where do you now live? 
 Ans:  I was living in New Bern when I first went – the second time in Jones – have lived in 
Jones ever since the Rev. War & now live there. 
4th  How were you called into service; were you drafted; did you volunteer or were you a substitute, 
and if in substitute, for whom? 
 Ans: I first went voluntarily to sea -- & was only about 14 when I joined the Army, & went 
voluntarily – was never a substitute 
5th  State the names of some of the regular officers who were with the troops when you served, such 
Continental and militia regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of your service. 
 Ans: When I served there were no regular officers with us, but I knew William Bush, who was 
in the Continental line, -- he was in Adjutant, Bush was with us when we mustered together, but did not 
serve in the company where I was.  We did not go beyond the age of Jones & Duplin – Becton, 
Blatcher & Franks, three of our smartest man were killed by the Tories 
6th  Did you ever receive a discharge from the service, and if so, by whom was it given and what has 
become of it? 
 Ans: I never received a discharge 
7th  State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood and who can 
testify as to your character for veracity and their belief in your services as a soldier in the revolution. 
 Ans: Lemuel Simmons, Risden McDaniel, Owen B. Cox, Emanuel Jarman. 
Sworn to & subscribed the day & year above written. 
S/ H. Bryan, C. C. 
       S/ Fredk Foscue 
 
State of North Carolina, Jones County March 11, 1833 
 Personally appeared before me one of the Justices of the peace of said County Amos Amyett 
and being duly sworn on the holy evangelist deposeth & saith that he heard his mother say that 
Frederick Foscue and his brother Stephen Foscue were in the war of the revolution stayed at a long 
time and he Frederick Foscue returned and that Stephen never returned and further this [deponent] saith 
not. 
 Sworn to before me 
       S/ Amos Amyett 
S/ R. McDaniel, JP 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as a 
private for 6 months in the North Carolina militia.] 


