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Pension application of John Clarke (Clark) S2439 f16SC
Transcribed by Will Graves 5/27/11: rev'd 9/2/19

[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the
database. Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made. Corrections or
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes. Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me. The word ‘illegible’ or ‘indecipherable’ appearing in
brackets indicates that at the time | made the transcription, | was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question. Only materials pertinent to
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted. | use speech recognition software to
make all my transcriptions. Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to
catch all misinterpretations. Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as “the 8" of June 1786." Please call material errors or omissions to my
attention.]

State of Tennessee Rutherford County} November Term Current Court 1832

On this 21st day of November 1832 personally appeared in open Court, before Henry
Trott, Henry D Jamison and Varner D. Conn Justices &c now sitting John Clark a resident of
said County and State aged seventy-one years who being first duly sworn according to law, doth,
on his oath make the following declaration, in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress
passed June 7th 1832. Declarant states that he was born in November 1761 Lancaster County
State of South Carolina — and the year before Charleston was taken [Charleston South Carolina
fell to the British on May 12, 1780] he joined the service of the United States as a substitute for
his Father William Clark in the County of Lancaster, under Captain William Nettles, and
rendezvoused at Campden [Camden]. The Corps was then marched to within seven miles of
Charleston and encamped at the Quarter house. After remaining there some short time the
encampment was broken up, and the Corps marched to Purrysburg above Savannah, and there
we joined General Lincoln [Benjamin Lincoln]. The Army remained at Purrysburg some time,
and was then moved up the Savannah River to near Augusta, and from this point was marched to
where Columbia is now situated. Declarant was then discharged and returned home. While the
Army lay at Purrysburg the British lay encamped on the opposite side of the River. Declarant in
this campaign served a full Tour of three months. Declarant was not again in service until
General Green [Nathanael Greene] came to the South [Nathanael Greene assumed command of
the Southern Division of the Continental Army in Charlotte North Carolina on December 2,
1780], and he was drafted, from the County of Lancaster and joined the company commanded by
Captain William Nettles and rendezvoused at Camden, and from Camden was marched to
Orangeburg on the Edisto River, and was there encamped seven weeks when the Corps was
relieved by the arrival of other Troops, when declarant was dismissed and returned home. About
three months after declarant got home, he was again drafted from the County of Lancaster, and
joined the company commanded by Captain William Nettles and rendezvoused at Camden, and
from thence was marched to Santee. At Santee declarant was placed under the command of
Lieutenant James Howard. The duty assigned Lieutenant Howard's command was to guard a
depot of provisions collected and stored at Santee for the Army under the command of General
Green. In this campaign declarant was in service six weeks or upwards, and was discharged by
Lieutenant Howard and returned home — Deponent remained at home in the County of Lancaster
two or three months after his discharge at Santee, and then volunteered his services under
Captain __ Thompson and rendezvoused at Camden. From Camden the Corps was marched to
the encampment of General Marion [Francis Marion] near the Eutaw Springs. Declarant was in
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the battle fought there [September 8, 1781]; and after the battle was fought he remained three or
four weeks in the neighborhood of the battle ground, and then accompanied the prisoners taken
at the Eutaw Springs, about seventy-two in number, up to the High Hills of Santee where
General Green was encamped, and delivered the prisoners to the General in Chief, and declarant
with the rest of the Corps to which he was attached was marched to Camden and discharged. In
this campaign declarant thinks he was in service two months. In all the service performed by
declarant in his different Tours, he was out more than eight months; though he cannot recollect
the precise date of his joining the service in either of the campaigns he performed. Declarant can
only call the attention of the declarant to particular events which then happened to fix the date
and character of the duty performed by him, while in the service of his Country — Declarant
would state, that he does not recollect any particular description of Troops who were encamped
with him while in service; though he is satisfied that General Lincoln had regular Troops under
his command at Purrysburg — and he thinks General Moultrie [William Moultrie] commanded
regulars at the same place — General Green had regulars under his command at the battle of the
Eutaw Springs, but declarant does not recollect the names of the subordinate officers who
commanded under General Green. Declarant has lost his discharges and he has no record by
which he can prove his said services, and he knows of but one man, if he be now living, by
whom he can prove his said services, and he resides in the State of South Carolina. He has no
record of his age. Declarant remained in South Carolina after the war some time, and then
removed to Tennessee, Rutherford County where he has been twenty-six years —

He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present,
and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the Agency of any State.
Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid.
S/J. R. Laughlin, CIk

S/ John Clark, X his mark

[Elisha W Hendrix, a clergyman, and Abel Davis gave the standard supporting affidavit.]

[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $26.66 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 8
months service as a private in the South Carolina militia.]



