Southern Campaigns American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters

Pension application of John Sullivan S22002 f26SC
Transcribed and annotated by Will Graves  8/24/09 rev'd 7/9/11 & 4/30/26

[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the
database. Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made. Corrections or
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes. Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me. The word ‘illegible' or ‘indecipherable’ or ‘undeciphered’
appearing in brackets indicates that at the time | made the transcription, | was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question. Only materials
pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information
on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate’ affidavits and attestations related solely to
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted. | use speech recognition software
to make all my transcriptions. Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to
catch all misinterpretations. Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as “the 8" of June 1786." Please call material errors or omissions to my
attention. Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as an
aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.]

[P 7]
State of South Carolina District of Fairfield}

On this third day of November in the year of our Lord 1832 personally appeared in open
Court, before William D. Martin -- Judge of the Court of Common Pleas and General Sessions of
the State of South Carolina at the Court now sitting at Fairfield Court House John Sullivan, a
resident of Winnsborough in the District of Fairfield in the State aforesaid aged seventy two
years, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath, make the following
Declaration, in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7th 1832.

Deponent was born* in the City of Cork, Kingdom of Ireland, on the 31st day of March
1760. His age was recorded in his father's family Bible in Ireland and Deponent has seen the
entry before he emigrated to this Country in 1774, and from his recollections has entered his age
in his own family Bible now in Deponent's possession.
1% Deponent was living in Charleston South Carolina in the year 1776 second day of June at
which time and place he joined a volunteer Company in Charleston of Grenadiers, then
commanded by Captain John McCall. Deponent with his Company under Captain McCall's
command was in the month of June 1776 ordered on duty to Haddrell's Point, with the Regiment
under command of Colonel Morris Simmons [sic, Maurice Simons] 1% Regiment South Carolina
\olunteers, Alexander Moultrie Major Captains Thomas Lee [?], William Doughty, _ Gwen [?]
commanding the true blues/ Strobell [possibly, Daniel Strobel] commanding the German
Fusiliers, John Badley][ sic, John Baddeley], Light Infantry remained on duty at Haddrell's Point
nearly two months. After Lords Redden [sic, Rawdon], Cornwallis and others commanding

! Here the veteran begins to answer the 7 interrogatories promulgated by the War Department to be put to each
applicant for a pension. Those 7 interrogatories were as follows:

1% Where and in what year were you born?

2" Have you any record of your age and if so where is it?

3" Where were you living when called into service: where have you lived since the Revolutionary War and where
do you now live?

4™ How were you called into service; were you drafted; did you volunteer or were you a substitute, and if a
substitute, for whom?

5" State the names of some of the regular officers who were with the troops where you served, such Continental and
militia regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of your service.

6" Did you ever receive a discharge from the service, and if so, by whom was it given and what has become of it?
7" State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood and who can testify as to your
character for veracity and their belief in your services as a soldier in the revolution.
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British Army on Long Island left that position, but Simmons' Regiment with other troops were
ordered to Charleston, and there dismissed until further orders. Major General Charles Lee
commanded all the troops at this time. Generals Armstrong and Howe were the Brigadiers. This
tour performed during the time Sir Peter Parker attacked Fort Moultrie.> Deponent was attached
to the same Company and performed guard duty whenever the Company's turn came,
[indecipherable word] the [indecipherable words] &c at Charleston and was never called out
again until the year 1779. In March of that year the Regiment (Col. Simmons) was marched to
Orangeburg South Carolina and deponent with the Regiment lay at Orangeburg until May 1779,
was thence ordered into Black Swamp to reinforce Genl. Moultrie, on the second days march
heard of Moultrie's being on the retreat and received orders and marched to Charleston arrived
there the 9th day May in the evening and Genl. Moultrie arrived there the 10th. On the 11th of
May 1779 Prevost made his appearance before the lines, was on duty in the defense of
Charleston until Prevost [Augustine Prevost] retreated on the 12th May 1779 remained on duty
until General Lincoln arrived Monday June 20th 1779. Then detached under Genl. Moultrie and
sent to James Island during the battle Stono June 20th 1779. ® This detachment failed from some
mismanagement in providing the means of transportation to be in the battle. Returned to
Charleston, kept on duty until last of August and then marched to Savannah Georgia. Arrived the
[sic, there] in the beginning of the last week in September 1779, continued as part of the
besieging Army until the morning of the 9th October.* Deponent and Company to which he
belonged then under command of Capt. Peter Boquitt [sic, Peter Bocquet], formed a part of the
forlorn hope, under command of [Lt.] Col. John Laurens, Peter Horry Major Col. Laurens in
front and Major Horry brought up the rear. Deponent received a wound in his right leg in the
calf from a musket ball, when making the second attack on the lines of the British, at the
storming of Savannah as called. Ordered to Charleston and arrived about the 14th -- was
confined from his wound for two months. Was called in as soon as able early in January to do
duty, and remained on duty until the Siege of Charleston ended in the capture of that place in the
year 1780 May the 12th.’

Deponent was appointed Sergeant in the beginning of the year 1778 and acted as
Sergeant and every tour, and every service performed until the fall of Charleston May 12th 1780.
Was taken prisoner at the fall of Charleston -- and continued so until the exchange of prisoners
took place June 1781.

Deponent after his exchange joined Capt. Hopson Pinckney's Company, Brigadier Genl.
Marion's [Francis Marion’s] Brigade. Deponent joined this Company about the first week in July
1781 as a private in the militia. Was called out in service in July 1781. Deponent then had
settled in St. Thomas Parish 18 miles from Charleston. Rendezvoused at Robert Quasle's [?] in
St. Thomas Parish, that place then being the Head Quarters of Genl. Marion. Genl. Marion was

Z https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_ft_moultrie_1.html

® https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_stono_ferry.html

* Siege of Savannah September 16-October 9, 1779 http://www.myrevolutionarywar.com/battles/790916-savannah/
& https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/siege-of-savannah/

® Siege of Charleston http://www.myrevolutionarywar.com/battles/800401-charleston/

& https://allthingsliberty.com/2020/10/britains-last-throw-of-the-dice-begins-the-charlestown-campaign-of-1780/ &
Carl P. Borick, A Gallant Defense: The Siege of Charleston, 1780, Columbia, University of South Carolina Press,
2003. Concise descriptions of the siege of Charleston and other actions mentioned in this paper can be found in the
following: Patrick O’Kelley, Nothing but Blood and Slaughter, Vol. 2 (LiIIin%ton NC: Booklocker.com, 2004). John
C. Parker, Jr., Parker’s Guide to the Revolutionary War in South Carolina, 4" Ed. (Sumter, SC: harrelsonpress.net,
2022). J. D. Lewis, Carolana.com.
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there, Col. Peter Horry commanding 1% Regiment South Carolina Cont. Cavalry. Colonels
McDaniel, Seriaen [? Screven?] & Vanderhorst [probably, John Vanderhorst] belonged to same
Brigade.

Deponent continued on duty until December 3rd 1781 when he was appointed Saddler to
Col. Horry's and to Col. Maham's regiments and deponent was continued on duty as Saddler
from that time until the British evacuated Charleston in December 1782. In a few days after the
evacuation of Charleston the Deponent with the troops generally were discharged by order from
Genl. Marion to his Officers to that effect.

The deponent never received a written discharge. None were given to the militia that
deponent knows of they were discharged by verbal orders from there Company Officers.

Deponent was present in a skirmish at Smith's bridge St. Thomas Parish on the 3rd of
January 1782.° Genl. Marion was then at Jacksonborough as Deponent thinks attending a
meeting of the Legislature. The Head Quarters were at Wamboo [Wambaw] but a detachment of
about 100 men from head quarters were met at Smith's Bridge by a party of between 2 and 300
British commanded by Major Frazier, Colonels Seriven [? Screven?] & McDaniel commanded
Marion's men. Nine men of Marion's killed and several wounded. One Captain Campbell of the
British called mad Campbell was killed Marion's men had to leave the field to the enemy.

Major Henry Moore’ near Winnsborough and Capt. Hugh Milling® living 9 miles from
Winnsborough now unable to travel & very infirm are the only persons now living that deponent
knows of who can testify to his services.

Deponent holds his parole from the British signed by Major Stuart Commissary of
Prisoners dated May 21, 1780. Also Genl. Marion's exemption from Military duty when
appointed Saddler and these papers showing that he acted as Saddler for the Cavalry in Genl.
Marion's Brigade Col. Horry & Colonel Mayhals [sic, Hezekiah Maham's?] regiments.

The deponent served from January 1778 till May 1780 as Sergeant in Simmons'
Regiment and in actual service for the whole time as stated above. He also served from
December 3rd 1781 till after the middle December 1782 as Saddler as above stated. He is papers
will assist in showing this fact.

He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present
and declares that he is not on the pension roll of any Agency of any State excepting that of South
Carolina, received by Deponent in March last for the year preceding in a March 1st 1832.

Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid in open Court.
J. Elliott, Clk John Sullivan

%//i . Médﬂ.

I Henry Moore, late Captain Lieutenant in Capt. William Mitchell's company artillery Col.
Robert’s 4th Regiment South Carolina Continentals and now on the pension roll of US hereby
certify that I have known John Sullivan who has made the above declaration ever since a short
time after the Revolutionary war, and may have known him in Charleston during the war and
thinks it probable that he did. Has heard his declaration read and is fully satisfied that he must
have been in the service and has no doubt of the fact. That the details are correct as to dates,

® https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_videaus_bridge.html
"Henry Moore S46010
8 Hugh Milling S46394
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characters and circumstances, and that he believes no one not in the service could have given
such a detailed and accurate statement. It is deponent's belief that Capt. Bocquet and Company
were in the siege of Savannah and also in that of Charleston. Said Sullivan is a Saddler by trade;
and has always sustained the reputation of having been a soldier of the revolution and is
esteemed a man of veracity and truth and has no doubt of the correctness and truth of his
declaration. Was personally acquainted with Capt. Bocquet.
Sworn to & subscribed before me in open Court the day and year aforesaid
J. Elliott, Clerk

Henry Moore

%im; )&Z&ay_@

[John D. Tinkler gave an affidavit that he sawlthe applicant in the service in Charleston under the
command of Captain Bocquet.]

[p 18—copy of the parole signed by Maj. Stuart, Comm. Pri"]
; I B0 Verehy ackn-whedpe e el eo be 2 Prifoner

af War, i my Fasa'e, 1a his Eags dincy zie
Leybe ¥ Coany ury and thae [ am theseny enyaged un-
e Tl B fhaii b exghsuped. o gaboiads celoaicd phisig=
l:nm!mn.mun . PR
W N ’
ey wrs s Aaeh Ly
b 1 i -

- o - o

and iat 1l not 18 ghe mean Time do, or caule
any HII'!"E fo be done, prejudicial to the soocels of
]-__frl Majeihy's Arma, or bave Interensfe or hald
Correlpondence with b Poemien§ and thae tipoa u
.".'IJI'rlrﬂl'Enl tiam his b xodlency, ar arha s Perfan havimr
Autheajey therecn, that | will furis ider and It f:

bim or theen at fuch T.e and Flage as | fhall beres
ahicr be riguiced, ) :

g -
"l___-'"_: L) e
|
e it 5
L et a e e
T o P o ow e
o
f F
ot

[p19:
These do Certify that John Sullivan is exempted from Military duty during the time he is
employed in working for the Public -- By order of General Marion
Thos. Mitchell
Aid de Camp
3 December 1781
To Capt. Hopson Pinckney
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[p 21]

Mr. Sulllivan is hereby Empowered to press Tanned leather for the Use of my Regiment & to
give me an account of the same -- also to press Cart, & horses to convey the same to his House;--

Also to press Oil & thread if he cannot get any
Given under my hand December 12th, 1781

S/ Peter Horry, Lt Col® Comdt.
1% Regt. So. Caro. Cont. Cavalry

PS he'll Endeavor to set about mak'g me Caps & to do no
other work whatever till the Same are done.
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State of South Carolina District of Fairfield
Before me James Elliot Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas and General Sessions for

Fairfield District personally appeared John Sullivan, and being duly sworn makes oath that he is
the identical John Sullivan who made his declaration in open Court before William D. Martin
Esquire one of the Judges of Common Pleas & General Sessions of the State of South Carolina,
on the 3rd day of November A.D. 1832 in order to obtain a pension under the Act of Congress of
the 7th of June 1832, which declaration and the proceedings had their own are contained in 2

sheets.
1° In the first tour of duty mentioned in Deponent's Declaration he served as a volunteer



private from the beginning of June 1776 to the beginning of August 1776. In this tour he
performed two months service, the particulars of which tour are mentioned more with a view to
satisfy the Court and the department that the Deponent was a soldier of the revolution than with
immediate reference to the extent of Deponent’s claim to a pension, seeing deponent served in
the second tour or term of service more than two years as a Sergeant. That the third term of
service in Genl. Marion's Brigade was also mentioned for the same purpose with this additional
object that he might have the benefit of an increased pension should the pay of a Saddler the
greater than that of Sergeant.

2" In the second term of service mentioned Deponent was in service from the first of March
1779 as Sergeant as stated in the declaration until the 12th day of May 1780, one-year two
months and twelve days. From the 12th May 1780 to 21st May 1780 deponent was a prisoner in
close confinement. From the 21st May 1780 to the 12th June 1781 a prisoner on parole;
Deponent being a prisoner to the enemy thirteen months in all. That Deponent considers himself
in the service and entitled to a pension of accordingly as well during all the time he was a
prisoner as during the fourteen months and twelve days service rendered immediately preceding
the surrender of Charleston, in all apprehending a period of two years three months and twelve
days, and that he claims a pension for the service of that length of time as a Sergeant (volunteer
militia)

3" In the third term or tour of service mentioned Deponent served as a private from some
time in the first week of July 1781 as stated in the declaration until the 31st December 1781 five
months. He then was appointed Saddler as stated in his declaration and served as service until
December 1782 being Saddler to Col. Horry's and Col. Maham's Regiments 12 months.

Deponent in every service mentioned served with an embodied corps, called into service
by the constituted authorities of South Carolina; that he served in the field and also in Garrison
as he has stated, to wit in Garrison at the siege of Charleston, and in the field in every other
service; and that during the time of service was performing he was not employed in any civil
pursuit; and that during the time he was prisoner he was not suffered by the enemy to follow any
civil pursuit, because deponent refused to take protection (as they called it) from the British.
That deponent was at different times put in the Provost because he persisted in refusing to
exchange his parole (here with transmitted) for a British Protection.

That deponent submits his case to the Department under the expectation that should the
pay of Saddler the greater than that of Sergeant the department will allow him for twelve months
service as a Saddler or 12/24™ of full pension as Saddler, and for the balance of the requisite time
pay as a Sergeant to wit 12/24™ of full pension as Sergeant.

That should the pay of Sadler not be greater than that of a Sergeant he be allowed a full
pension as Sergeant having served more than 2 years in that capacity of according to deponent'’s
understanding of the subject. And should neither construction prevail that he claims the full
benefit of the law as applicable to his case.

Sworn to & subscribed before me August 16, 1833
J. Elliott, QU
Jno. Sullivan

[\Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $94.83 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 21
months & 9 days service as a private & Sergeant in the South Carolina militia.]
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[p7]
To the Honorable the Speaker & Members of the House of Representatives of the State of So.
Carolina

The petition of John Sullivan Respectfully Sheweth that your petitioner on the 1% of June
1776 Entered into the Military Service of this State, as a volunteer in the Company of
Grenadier’s Commanded by Capt. Peter Bocquet, attached to Col. Maurice Simmons Regiment
& continued in the service until the fall of Charleston, Your Petitioner was present at the Siege of
Savannah where he was wounded in the service. After the fall of Charleston he was a prisoner for
13 months some part of the time in the prison & some time on board a Prison Ship. After his
release from imprisonment your Petitioner was attached to Capt. Hopson Pinckney’s Company
belonging to Genl. Marion’s Brigade, where he continued to perform active service until the
close of the war, except for intervals where he was employed in making Caps & other
accoutrements for the troops being by trade a Saddler.

Your Petitioner now advanced in years unable to use his personal strength for the support
of himself & family & being still a poor man, throws himself upon the gratitude & Justice of his
Country. He prays your Honorable body that he may receive a pension from the State which in
his youth he contributed to defend & support or that such assistance may be afforded him as may
have been provided by existing Laws on the subject. And your petitioner will Pray

John Sullivan

R T .

[p 14]
South Carolina

Richland District} John Sullivan appears and Swears that the following is Schedule of his

property to wit
Cattle worth about $20.00
Hogs Do 8
Household & Kitchen furniture 50
Plantation tools 3

81.00
The petitioner further Swears that the above $81 would not be sufficient to pay his Just debts.
Sworn to before me this 27" November 1827
Wm Brown, Q. U. Jno Sullivan

We do hereby certify that we have been acquainted with the petitioner John Sullivan for many
years — that he is a man of respectable Character for truth & Credit
Wm Brown Q. U.

® The South Carolina Audited Accounts (AAs) are now available online at http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/. To find the AA for
a specific person, click on the Just take me to the search page link, then enter the person’s surname first in the “Full name”
box followed by a comma and the person’s Christian name. The number behind the ‘pp’ indicates the number of pages in the file
and the ‘Audited Account No.” is the actual Account Number assigned by the South Carolina Archives.
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David Montgomery, JP
John Bonner[?]

[Note: Vouchers in the file indicates that the veteran was pensioned at the rate of $60 per annum
with the first voucher being dated June 7, 1828 and the last voucher being dated March 3, 1832.]



