Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters

Pension application of Roland Johnson S21846 f13VA
Transcribed by Will Graves 1/3/14

[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the
database. Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made. Corrections or
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes. Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me. The word ‘illegible’ or 'indecipherable’ appearing in
brackets indicates that at the time | made the transcription, | was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question. Only materials pertinent to
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted. | use speech recognition software to
make all my transcriptions. Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to
catch all misinterpretations. Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as “the 8" of June 1786." Please call material errors or omissions to my
attention.]

State of South Carolina Spartanburg District: to wit

On this 5" day of September 1832 personally appeared in open Court before the Judge of
the Court of Sessions & Common Pleas for the District of Spartanburg now sitting Roland
Johnson a Resident of said District aged seventy-four years, who being first duly sworn
according to law doth on his oath make the following Declaration in order to obtain the benefit
of the act of Congress passed June 7 1832. That he entered the service of the United States under
the following named officers, and served as herein stated. — I entered the service on the 10" of
January 1781 under Captain Frank Degraffenried in Lunenburg County in Virginia — and
marched to Petersburg where we joined the Regiment commanded by Colonel Meryweather
[probably Thomas Meriwether], and Major Cloman [possibly Christian Charles de Klauman] —
from thence we marched to Cabin Point and from thence to Portsmouth where the British were
[word written over and indecipherable] — and [indecipherable word]* a few miles to our
encampment and remained during the Winter. — In March following we were driven by the
British into North Carolina to a place called the Southern Branch, where the State troops of
North Carolina were posted and after crossing the Swamp we again joined the Army near Cabin
Point, where we were discharged and returned home, have served something more than three
months. — Sometime in July following I again went into the Service under Captain Robertson
and Major Street, and Colonel Stokes, and with much difficulty reached Hog-Island, where we
met the French Troops and Washington's Army — from there we moved to Williamsburg, where
the Army generally convened [?]°--there the Army was divided and I, with my division moved
up the Country and crossed Chickahominy River, Matiponi [Mattaponi] and Pomonki
[Pamunkey] [rivers] in order to intercept the retreat of the British from York Town. On this
march, | was taken from my company and put into the Regiment commanded by Colonel
Campbell, and marched to the siege of York Town where | remained until after the fall of
Cornwallis [October 19, 1781], when | was discharged without any form or ceremony, and
returned home in the last of October 1781 —. | have no documentary evidence of my services —
and referred to Mr. James Lawrence® who saw me in the Army —. | was born in Amelia County
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® This is probably the same man as James Lawrance (Lawrence) S21858



http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/s21858.pdf

Virginia, but do not know the time, having no Record in my possession. — I lived in Lunenburg
County when | entered the Service — And came to this District in 1783 and have resided here
ever since. — I served as one of the drafted or Numbered militia. — I never received any written
discharge — as to my character for truth and moral conduct I refer to the Reverend Mr. Gramling,
John Chapman, Esquire, Dr. Lewis — Major Roland and any other persons who know me — | do
hereby relinquish every claim whatever to a pension except the present and declare that my name
is not on the Roll of the agency of any State.

Sworn to & subscribed the day aforesaid
S/ R. Gantt, P. J. S/ Roland Johnson
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[John Gramling, a clergyman, and John Wood and James Lawrence gave the standard supporting
affidavit.
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The State of South Carolina Spartanburg District

Personally appeared before me the undersigned a justice of the Quorum, Rowland
Johnson of said District who upon being duly sworn deposeth & saith that by reason of old age
and consequent loss of memory he cannot swear positively as to the precise length of his service
in his Second Campaign, but according to the best of his recollection on or about the 4" of July
1781 he entered the service under Captain Robertson & continued in the service under the
command of the officers named in his original Declaration to the 19" of October following 1781
being three months and a half.

S/ Rooland Johnson
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[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $21.66 per annum commencing March 4", 1831, for
service as a private for 6 ¥2 months in the Virginia militia.]



