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Pension application of Joseph Chapman, S21691    f19SC[sic NC] 
  Transcribed by Will Graves  9/8/07 rev'd 11/2/14 & 7/29/19 & 12/15/19 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
The State of South Carolina, Pickens District 
 On the Twelfth day of March One thousand eight hundred and thirty three Joseph 
Chapman in open Court of General Sessions and Common Pleas for Pickens District in the State 
aforesaid aged Eighty Seven years last Christmas a resident in Said District who being first duly 
sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following Declaration in order to obtain the 
benefit of the act of Congress passes June 7th 1832. That he was born in Halifax County Virginia 
the 25th December 1745 and when he entered the service of his country he resided in Guilford 
County North Carolina when he enlisted or joined General Rutherford [Griffith Rutherford] in an 
expedition against the Cherokee Indians1 and was in several engagements or skirmishes with 
said Indians and in which said expeditions he acted as captain and served four months. On his 
return he enlisted or joined under Captain Andrew Vanoy and joined a body of men under the 
command of General Lock [sic, Col. Francis Locke] at Wilmington North Carolina and was 
marched to a placed called Pine Tree in South Carolina which force was designed to meet the 
British and served in this expedition four months. He returned home and immediately removed 
to South Carolina and settled in Turkey Creek then in Ninety Six District which removal place a 
short time previous to the fall of Charleston [Charleston South Carolina fell to the British on 
May 12, 1780]. A short time after the fall of Charleston he joined a company under the command 
of Captain Robert Anderson and marched against the fort at Ninety Six [Siege of Ninety Six, 
May 22-June 19, 1781] then in the hands of the British and Tories. Colonel Andrew Pickens 
commanded the regiment to which his company was attached and the whole was under the 
command of Major General Greene [Nathanael Greene] and he was present when the first spade 
of dirt was thrown up at the siege. Lord Rawdon coming to the relief of the fort the besieging 
army retreated. The company to which he was attached dispersed and met 15 or 20 miles below 
Ninety Six when he was allowed to return home to his family. He served at this time about four 
weeks. A few weeks after his return home he enlisted under Captain Robert Maxwell who raised 
a Company of Dragoons and Joined Colonel Pickens in an expedition into the Cherokee Country 
and was engaged in many skirmishes and scouts. One engagement was at an Indian Town by the 
name of Tessenty [?]2 where we destroyed the town and killed and took the inhabitants. The 
same day of the Battle of Tessenty he was out on a scout about four or five miles from the Town 
                                                 
1 https://www.carolana.com/NC/Revolution/revolution_cherokee_expedition_1776.html  

2  Perhaps the engagement described at 
https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_indian_villages.html  
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with Captain Maxwell [Robert Maxwell] and 25 men. The company was separated and he and 
Maxwell and two others came across four Indians at the camp. The Indians broke in different 
directions this deponent pursuing two Indians up Toney Mountain when he fired on them but 
misfiring the Indians turned on him. He was shot through the body with a rifle. Colonel Clark 
[sic, Elijah Clarke] was in the above engagement with a detachment from Georgia. The deponent 
was never able to serve after receiving the wound stated and returned home. 
 I hereby relinquish every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and 
declare that my name is not on the Pension Role of the agency of any State. I have no record of 
my age. I have lived in South Carolina Pendleton District ever since the war. I volunteered my 
services. 
       S/ Joseph Chapman, X his mark 
S/ William L. Keith, C. C. 
South Carolina, Pickens District 
 Personally came Joseph Chapman before me the subscribing Justice and makes following 
affidavit (in order to amend his application for a Pension under the Act of 7th June 1832 which 
was made out at Pickens Court and certifyed for 12 March 1833 and forwarded to the War 
Department and returned as deficient) 
 That he entered the services of the United States in the summer of 1776 under Colonel 
Paceley [sic, John Paisley] General Rutherford's Brigade served four months as a Captain. That 
his Enlistment under Captain Maxwell was for a tour of Eighteen Months that he served to the 
best of his recollection three months of said tour when he received a wound which rendered him 
unable for service was put under the care of Doctor Russell where he remained all winter. That 
he is confident he served four weeks as specified under Captain Anderson that his Terms of 
Service under Captain Maxwell and Captain Anderson he served as a Private that he never 
received a regular discharge. 
Sworn to and Subscribed before me this 8th October 1833 
      S/ Joseph Chapman, X his mark 
S/ Bailey Barton  
[John Cobb, a clergyman, and Col. Benjamin Hagood gave the standard certification of 
reputation for veracity, belief of age and belief in service as a revolutionary soldier.] 
 
Philip Porter3 appeared personally in open Court of Pickens District and being duly sworn 
declares on oath that he was well acquainted with Joseph Chapman – now a resident of this 
District during the Revolutionary War as they both lived in the same neighborhood.  They served 
together one tour of three months under General Andrew Pickens against the Cherokee Indians 
during which said Chapman was badly wounded with a ball in his body.  He was never with him 
personally after but always understood him to be an active and zealous Soldier in the Cause of 
independence. 
 Sworn to & subscribed day & year aforesaid before. 
       S/ Philip Porter 

        
 S/ William L Keith, C. C. 
 
[Fact in file: With a note indicating that the veteran died on January 18, 1836.  The file contains 
no family data.] 
                                                 
3 Philip Porter R8350 

http://revwarapps.org/r8350.pdf


 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $42.28 Brannum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service 
as a private in both the infantry & cavalry in the North Carolina and South Carolina militia.] 
 
South Carolina Audited Accounts4 relating to Joseph Chapman  AA7 
Audited Account Microfilm file No. 1200 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     7/29/19 
 
[p 5] 
[Book] K [No.] 202 6 January 1785 
Mr. Joseph Chapman his Account of 184 Days Horsemen Duty in the Militia in 1781 & 1782 as 
a Private at 20/ [20 shillings per day] [old South Carolina Currency]  £184 
      Stg. [Sterling   £26.5.8 ½  
Exd. W.R. [Examined by W. R. [identity unknown]] 
J. Mc. A.G. [approved by] John McCall, Adjutant General] 
 
[p 6] 
State South Carolina 
     Dr. to Joseph Chapman 
for Militia Duty per Captain Robert Maxwell’s Pay Bill in 1781 & 1782 as Private Horseman say 
184 Days at 20/      £184 
     Stg.    £26.5.8 ½  
 
Received Columbia December 11th, 1790 from the Commissioner of Treasury the Amount of the 
above Account in an Indent No. 202, Book K per order 
     S/ Richard Winn [Colonel Richard Winn] 

      
 
[p 4] 
11th May 1784, – I have this Day Received from General Richard Winn the full value of my Ac,t 
[Account] against the Public now lying in the auditor’s Office, for auditing and afterward to get 
an Indent for the same from the Treasury and I do request, the Commissioners of the Treasury of 
the State of South Carolina, to make out the Indent for the same, with the Interest pursuant to the 
resolve of the Legislative in that Case to him the said Richard Winn, and to accept this as a 
receipt in full against the Public for the said Account, – 
S/ Thos Baker, JP    S/ Joseph Chapman, J his mark 
 
                                                 
4 The South Carolina Audited Accounts (AA) are now available online at http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/.  To find the AA for a 
specific person, click on the Just take me to the search page link, then enter the person’s surname first in the “Full name” box 
followed by a comma and the person’s Christian name. 
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