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Pension application of Richard Rushing S21457     f17NC 
  Transcribed and annotated by Will Graves   last rev'd 4/7/26 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' or ‘undeciphered’ 
appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials 
pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information 
on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software 
to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention. Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as an 
aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.] 
 
State of Tennessee, Perry County} Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions July Term 1834 
 On this 21st day of July personally appeared before the Court of Pleas and Quarter 
Sessions for the County of Perry Richard Rushing a resident of Rushing's Creek in Perry County 
& State of Tennessee aged 85 years who being first sworn according to law doth on his oath 
make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 
the 7th 1832 that he entered the service of the United States under the following named Officers 
and served as hereinafter stated. 
 This Declarant entered the service of the United States in Anson County North Carolina 
in the year 1776 under Captain John Jackson (but in consequence of extreme old and loss of 
memory occasioned thereby he cannot with exactness state precisely the different tours and 
engagements under which he served but to the best of his memory he served as follows) 
Declarant entered the Service under Capt Jackson as above in the latter end of the year 1776 
Declarant served this three months he was in a skirmish at Drowning Creek [tributary of the 
Lumber River] when this Declarant's brother William Rushing was wounded of which he shortly 
afterwards died but not till after we returned home Declarant here lost his horse & swam the 
creek with his gun in his hand the Whigs here were defeated by the Tories on this expedition he 
was a volunteer in the year 1777 he served under Capt Stephen Jackson in different tours not less 
than nine months. In the year 1778 he served not less than ten months under the same Captain.  
In the year 1779 he served under the same he served not less than eight months. In the year 1780 
he served not less than six months. This Declarant would here state that the events of the War of 
the Revolution are so conglomerated in his memory that he cannot adjust them in proper order as 
they occurred at that time owing to loss of memory but on one of these latter tours he was in a 
skirmish with the British on Black River he was in another skirmish at Baties[sic, Beatti's] 
Bridge1 on Drowning Creek. Declarant cannot tell owing to the above cause state at what time or 
on what tours he was commanded by officers that he was under he was part of his services under 
Col Wade [Thomas Wade] he was one tour under General Sumpter [sic, Thomas Sumter of 
South Carolina] and further he can not recollect. He has no documentary evidence by which he 
can prove his services nor does he know of any person except Philip Rushing2 by whom he can 
prove the same [who served most of the time with Declarant]. He hereby relinquishes every 
                                                 
1 Beatti’s Bridge August 4, 1781  https://www.carolana.com/NC/Revolution/revolution_beattis_bridge.html 
2 Philip Rushing S21458 

http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/
https://revwarapps.org/s21458.pdf


claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and declares that his name is not on the 
pension Roll of the agency of any state. 
 Sworn to and subscribed the day and year above written. 
     Richard Rushing, X his mark 
[William Woolverton, a clergyman, and W. F. Doherty gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
State of Tennessee Perry County} Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions July Term 1834 
 This day personally appeared in Open Court Philip Rushing who is a credible witness and 
made oath in due form of law that he served with Richard Rushing in the Revolutionary War 
most of the tours that he has stated that he served in the foregoing declaration and that he served 
as he states.  Sworn to & subscribed in Open Court this 21st day of July 1834. 
      Philip Rushing, X his mark 
... 
     Questions by the Court 
1st where and in what year were you born. 
Answer I was born in Virginia on Roanoke [River] in the year 1749. 
 
2 have you any record of your age & if so where is it 
Ans I have it at my house in my bible 
 
3rd where were you living when you were called in to service where have you lived since the 
Revolutionary War and where do you now live 
Ans I lived in Anson County North Carolina when called into service where I have lived ever 
since till about 15 years ago then from thence we moved to Perry County Tennessee where I now 
live 
 
4th how were you called into service were you drafted did you volunteer or were you a substitute 
& if a substitute for whom 
Ans I was always out as a volunteer 
 
5th State the names of the Regular officers who were with the troops where you served with 
Continental & Militia Regiments as you can recollect & the general circumstances of your 
services 
Ans I recollect Col Smith [Robert Smith] General Rutherford [Griffith Rutherford] and Col 
Wade [Thomas Wade] but owing to old age & the consequent loss of memory I cannot tell 
whether they were Regular officers or no but I think Smith was a Regular & for the general 
circumstances of my service see my declaration 
 
6 did you ever receive a discharge from the service & if so by whom was it given & what has 
become of it 
Ans I never applied for a discharge but was marched home by my officer & just dismissed till I 
should be wanted to go out again as I always held myself in readiness to go when called for 
 
7th state the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood and who 
can testify as to your character for veracity and their belief of your services as a Soldier of the 
Revolution. 



Ans William Woolverton and Col. W. F. Doherty and in fact all that know me. The reason that I 
called on Mr. Woolverton is that there is no other Clergyman that lives as near me and he lives 
not very far but in the adjoining County and preaches in my neighborhood & is well acquainted 
with me. 
 
The Amended Declaration of Richard Rushing to his original declaration filed in the Court of 
pleas & quarter sessions for the County of Perry State of Tennessee. 
 This Declarant was in the battle with the Tories at Drowning Creek in the State of North 
Carolina where the Tories defeated the Whigs.  I was there in the Company of Captain John 
Jackson and in Colonel Wade's Regiment and in some time after the first battle there was a 
second battle at the same place with the Tories where I was and we were again defeated and 
Colonel Wade was the Colonel commanding the Regiment. 
 I was also at the Battle on Black River with the British and I was in the company 
commanded by Captain James Fare [James Farr] and we were then under the command of 
General Sumpter [sic, Thomas Sumter].  I was also in the Battle at Thompson's Creek with the 
Tories under the command of Captain Stephen Jackson.  I was also at Lynches Creek in the 
Company of Captain Stephen Jackson when we shot at the Tories but they would not fight us.  I 
was also at Richardson's Creek where we found the Tories had been taken by a company from 
Mecklenburg before we arrived.  I was then in the company of Captain Stephen Jackson and as 
to the length of time I served in any Tour I cannot now recollect as I am now old and infirm and 
my memory has failed me.  I cannot recollect any more particularly than stated in my original 
Declaration in this amended one. 
     Richard Rushing, X his mark 
 
State of Tennessee Perry County} This 7th day of October 1834 personally appeared before me 
John L. Houston an acting justice of the peace for said County Richard Rushing a citizen of said 
County and made [oath] that the facts stated in this amended declaration is true to the best of his 
knowledge and belief.  I do also certify that I am personally acquainted with the said Richard 
Rushing and know him to be old and infirm and his memory has very much failed him.  He is 
respectable and his statements are entitled to credit. 
John L. Houston, JP 
     Richard Rushing, X his mark 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20 per annum commencing March 4, 1831, for service as 
a private for 6 months in the North Carolina militia.] 


