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Pension application of Thomas Hood S21289     f16NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     rev'd 1/8/16 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Tennessee, Jackson County Court: November Session 1834 of Pleas & Quarter Sessions 

On this 12th day of November in the year 1834, personally appeared in open court before 
the worshipful Sampson W. Cassetty, John Swazy, William P. Hampton, Martin Gore Justices 
presiding and holding said court, the same being a court of record, Thomas Hood, a resident 
citizen of the County of Jackson in the State of Tennessee aged seventy one years past, who 
being first duly sworn according to the laws of the land, on his oath make the following 
declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed the 7th day of June 1832. 

That he entered the service of the United States in the War of the revolution; the date he 
cannot recollect, but must refer to the facts and details of his service for that purpose.  He first 
volunteered for a tour of four months, in the County of Berk [Burke] in the State of North 
Carolina in the Spring season of the year, and joined a company commanded by Captain William 
Reed, Lieutenant James McKnight, Ensign Joshua Freeman, marched to John's River in the same 
County, and there joined a regiment commanded by Col Robert Holmes; marched from that 
place to a fort on the head of John's River, and was there stationed to guard the frontiers from the 
hostile Indians, and there continued, sometimes in scouting service, until his whole tour of four 
months was expired. Went out in the month of April: one morning the Ensign, himself and 
another soldier went out from the fort spying or looking for Indian signs. They separated, and he 
was left alone. Three Indians fired on him, but missed, except that one shot him through the hat; 
he fired; killed one and escaped to the fort and was pursued by the other two to near the fort 
when they were fired on and one shot. This was the only difficulty he had while performing this 
tour. He served his full tour of four months, and was discharged by hand, and returned home. 

In September of the next year again entered the service of the United States in the war of 
the revolution as a substitute for his father John Hood, for a tour of three months in the same 
County of Burke, and joined a company commanded by Captain Charles Forrester [Wilkes 
County NC militia]; the names of the Lieutenant and Ensign not recollected. They were strangers 
to him having no further or other acquaintance than during his tour of service, their names have 
escaped his recollection. The company to which he belonged marched to the same fort on the 
head of John's River. There were three companies there, Col. Holmes had left that place and as 
he learned had gone to Wilmington, and Major Taylor [George Taylor of the Burke County 
Militia] had the command. He continued at this fort and in the neighborhood, guarding the 
frontiers as before during this tour.  He states he served out his full tour of three months and was 
discharged by Captain Forrester (but not in writing) and returned home again. 
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About the last of February in the next year in the same Count of Burke, he was drafted 
for a tour of three months and joined a company commanded by Captain William Morrison, 
Lieutenant Richard Brown, Ensign George Brown.  The company shortly thereafter marched to 
the same fort and Major Taylor had the command. He states he performed the same kind of 
service as before scouting about in small parties guarding the frontiers. He was in no engagement 
himself, but other parties were as he heard and believes. There was but one of the men wounded 
as he recollects There were five Indians killed. He states he served out his full tour of three 
months, and was discharged in writing by his Captain (Morrison) and again returned home. 

He states that this closed his service as a soldier of the revolution and while he would 
state that he is illiterate and cannot give dates, yet he can positively state that it was during and 
also before the close of the revolutionary last tour the same fall Cornwallis was taken [Yorktown, 
October 19, 1781].  He states he has no documentary evidence of his service, nor does he know 
of any witness by whom he can prove his services or any part thereof. 

He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity, except the present, 
and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any State. 

     S/ Thomas Hood, X his mark 
Sworn to and subscribed in open court November 12th 1834. 
 S/ J. S. Turner [?] Clk 

 
Answers to the interrogatories prescribed by the War Department 

I was born in Halifax County Virginia and at two years old (as I learned) removed to 
Burke County North Carolina. 

I have no record of my age, but from the best account I have of my age I was born in 
1762. There is a record of my age in my fathers Family Bible, which is as I believe in the 
possession of an Uncle by the name of John Chapman in North Carolina. 

When called into service I was living in Burke County North Carolina. Since the 
revolution I have lived: first I removed to Pendleton, then Greenville district South Carolina; 
from there to Roane County, Tennessee; from there to Jackson County Tennessee, where I have 
resided for fourteen years. 

I went out the first tour a volunteer; second [tour] as substitute for my father John Hood; 
the third I was drafted.  I can say nothing more of officers than I have already said as my service 
was on the frontier, nor can I give a better detail of the circumstances. 

I never received but one written discharge that was from Captain Morrison and it has 
been lost by some casualty. 

I believe my neighbors will testify to my character for veracity and my reputation as a 
soldier of the revolution. I will name Solomon Barnes, George Brown, Henry Harriford, Edward 
Brown and many more. 

    S/ Thomas Hood, X his mark 
Sworn to & subscribed in open Court November 12th 1834. 
S/ J. Turner Clk 
 

[Jonas Griffith, a clergyman, and William Elliot gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $30 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service 
as a private for 9 months in the North Carolina militia.] 


