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Pension application of Lewis Griffin (Griffith) S21248    f15VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     1/8/08 rev'd 11/5/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  
Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or additional notes 
have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that 
the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made 
the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to 
contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is 
abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research 
requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern 
accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as 
numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  
Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
[p 4] 
[Tennessee, Madison County] 
   Declaration of Lewis Griffin 
In order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress of the 7th of June 1832 
 On the Sixth day of August 1833 personally appeared before the County Court for the County 
of Madison in the State of Tennessee presiding, James S. Lyon, James H. Rogers and John B. Cross 
Justices, Lewis Griffin a resident of said County, aged seventy years, who being first duly sworn 
according to law doth on his oath take the following declaration, in order to obtain the benefit of the 
Provisions, made by the act of Congress passed June 7th, 1832. 
 That he was born on the 6th of October 1763 in Winchester County Virginia not far from the 
Potomac River, and when quite small moved with his father Richard Griffin to Halifax County Virginia 
where he lived at the breaking out of war of the Revolutionary War.  He has no registration of his birth 
that he can now refer to, it was recorded by his father in a book kept for that purpose, and has always 
understood from his father and mother, that he was born on the day above stated.  He is unable to read 
or write, what has become of the record he is not able to state, as he left that part of the Country and 
moved to North Carolina, where he lived at the time his father died and has never been to Virginia 
since his death, the book may be in the possession of some of the family residing with or near his father 
at the time of his death, and being a matter this declarant felt no interest about, he has never made any 
inquiry about it.  In the fall of 1780, about the month of September, he had gone with one of his 
neighbors with some tobacco to Petersburg, where he met with his brother Griffin, Griffith, [sic]1 who 
was a soldier in the Continental Service, and stationed at Petersburg under the Command of Colonel 
Brown.  This declarant was persuaded by his brother to enlist in the Service with him, which he did for 
eighteen months Service.  This declarant was told, that all the Service that would ever be required of 
him, would be, to remain at Petersburg to guard the public magazines and horses.  At the time of his 
enlistment, there was but twelve Soldiers at Petersburg including this declarant and his brother, and he 
recollects of no other officer except Colonel Brown, who had been pressing horses for the public 
Service.  At the time of his enlistment, this declarant received from Col. Brown an obligation on the 
State of Virginia for one thousand weight of Tobacco as his Bounty; but which he never received.  This 
declarant does not know certainly whether his name was enrolled Griffin or Griffith.  His father called 
and wrote his name Griffin, but always said the proper name was Griffith, and some of his Cousins 
wrote their name Griffith.  This declarant's father married his cousin, and their first Son, was called 
Griffin Griffith, the brother of this declarant before alluded to.  This statement is made to explain the 
seeming inconsistency of the Sir name [surname] of this declarant and his brother, being different.  In 
the winter following this declarant was ordered to Chesterfield court house the quarters of General 
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Steuben, a Frenchman, where all the guards stationed in the neighboring towns were ordered to 
rendezvous, with the view of forming a Regiment to be march[ed] to reinforce General Green 
[Nathanael Greene] in North Carolina.  At Chesterfield court house the Regiment was formed and this 
declaration [the declarant] was placed in a company commanded by Captain John Culverson, or 
Culberson, (not being able to read or write this declarant cannot state how officers spelled their names) 
and the Regiment was placed under the Command of Colonel Campbell [William Campbell] and our 
Lieutenant was the Son of Colonel Capbell [sic, Campbell], their first names he cannot recollect.  He 
remained at Steuben's or Chesterfield court house one day, where we drew our Clothing and arms.  He 
does not recollect the No. of the Regiment, the uniform was blue turned up with red and was called in 
camp The Regiment of “Hell-fired-blues” of the Virginia line.  The Regiment was marched to 
Petersburg and General Steuben accompanied us that far, and returned.  We were then marched directly 
to join General Greene and crossed Dan River at its Junction with the Roanoke [River] and joined 
General Greene early in March, at a place called the High-rock ford of Haw River, and General Huger 
or Hugee [Isaac Huger], commanded the Virginia Continentals, and our Regiment.  On the 14th of 
March the Army moved to Guilford Court house, and the British Army was at a Quaker meeting house 
called center meeting house a few miles distant.  On the next day the battle commenced between the 
advance of American and British armies, and our line of battle was formed, the first line composed of 
the North Carolina militia, the second time of Virginia Militia, and the third of the Continental troops, 
and Col. Washington's [William Washington's] horse in the rear.  The North Carolina militia fled at the 
onset.  The Virginia Militia stood their ground and fought manfully, and we were ordered up to their 
assistance – at this juncture the battle became bloody, each party making an obstinate stand – but we 
were about to be Surrounded and were ordered to retreat.  General Huger was wounded in the right 
hand in my view.  I saw him with his Sword in his hand raised above his head encouraging his men 
when a shot penetrated his hand and his Sword fell in his lap, which he caught up with his left, drew 
from his pocket a handkerchief, tied up his hand, and moved on, not long after this occurrence we were 
ordered to retreat.  The brother of this declarant before mentioned was also badly wounded in the thigh.  
We retreated that night about fifteen miles to Troublesome Iron Works, where we remained two days, 
and on the third day learning of the retreat of Cornwallis we commenced a pursuit.  We returned to near 
Guilford courthouse, and truck [sic, struck or took?] the trail of the British Army and pursued them in 
their zig-zag retreat, keeping no road, for five or six days, as far as Ramsey's Mill on Deep River, here 
we came up with them at Breakfast.  The British retreated across the River on a bridge made with fence 
rails, laid on the rocks, the River being shoaly at this place.  They left their breakfast on the fire, which 
we eat [sic, ate], a very acceptable thing as we had eat nothing for four days and nights.  Here we 
halted, two or three days, or possibly longer, when we crossed the River and continued our march 
towards the British position at Camden – not far from this place, Colonel Campbell gave us a parole to 
return to Guilford Court house, where my brother was left wounded in the hospital – the old court 
house.  I arrived there, in the last of June or first of July in very warm whether.  There I continued 
waiting on my wounded brother and other sick until the month of October, when the Surgeon permitted 
me to take my brother home, and gave both of us an instrument of writing, I understood my brother 
being so badly wounded was discharged from any further service provided, he should not become a 
charge upon the United States, and this declarant was to remain with his brother until notified to repair 
to the Army.  Shortly after, we arrived home we heard of the Surrender of Lord Cornwallis at Little 
York [Yorktown, October 19, 1781] after which this declarant was never called upon to perform any 
Service.  The paper writing given him by the Surgeon at Guilford Court house, was in his pocket book, 
which with his coat, was stolen from him, on his way from Guilford home.  This declarant lived about 
five years in Halifax, Pittsylvania and Henry Counties Virginia after the war, and then moved to North 
Carolina and lived about 30 years in Randolph County and then moved to Tennessee, Wilson County 
where he lived ever since, except the last 10 years, which he has lived in this County.  He has no 
documentary evidence in his possession or knowledge, by which he could prove the performance of his 



Services, nor does he know of any person living by whom he can prove the services, by an eyewitness, 
except Colonel Robert Weakley, who lived the last time heard from in Davidson County Tennessee, a 
distance of one hundred and fifty miles from this, we were raised in the same neighborhood, and I 
recollect seeing him at the High-rock ford on Haw River the day after we joined General Greene and I 
also saw him after the battle of Guilford – he belonged to the Virginia militia, to the best of this 
declarant's memory.  This declarant was in actual Service including the time he waited at the Hospital 
13 months, and his term of enlistment was for 18 months.  He refers to William Harris and John Shaw 
who will state the character of this deponent and their belief of his Services.  He hereby relinquishes 
every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and declares that his name is not on the 
pension roll of the agency of any State. 
 Sworn to & subscribed in open court sixth of August 1833 
      S/ Lewis Griffin, X his mark 
 S/ R. McIver, Clerk 
[William Harris and John Shaw gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[p 13] 
    Jackson Tennessee November 5th, 1834 
Dear Sir -- 
 Enclosed you have the application of Lewis Griffin for a pension under the act of 1832.  This 
application was returned with the objection (which is also enclosed) that the applicant name not being 
on the roll, proof of service must be made by at least one witness.  This proof now accompanies the 
application, being the evidence of Colonel Robert Weakley2 of Davidson County, a man of high 
respectability, formerly a member of Congress, and for many years a member of the Legislature & 
lately a member of the Tennessee convention. 
 You will observe the affidavit of Colonel Weakley is not appended to the declaration as required 
by the rule because it has been obtained since the declaration was made and certified.  It clearly when 
taken in connection with the declaration identifies the applicant.  I observe in the “Statement” you have 
made from the declaration “showing the service of Lewis Griffin or Griffith,” you have under the head 
of “character of claimant's Service” “10 years” -- this is a clear mistake, he enlisted for 18 months but 
was furloughed at the expiration of 13 months, and never returned his services not being required after 
the Surrender of Cornwallis.  This application was originally forwarded by me through the Honorable 
David Crockett,3 the representative of this district and returned by him to me with the accompanying 
                                                 
2 WEAKLEY, Robert, a Representative from Tennessee; born in Halifax County, Va., July 20, 1764; attended Princeton 
(N.J.) schools; joined the Revolutionary Army at the age of sixteen and served until the close of the Revolutionary War; 
moved in 1785 to that part of North Carolina which later became Tennessee and engaged in agricultural pursuits; member of 
the North Carolina convention that ratified the Constitution of the United States in 1789; member of the first State house of 
representatives in 1796; elected as a Republican to the Eleventh Congress (March 4, 1809-March 3, 1811); appointed 
United States commissioner to treat with the Chickasaw Indians in 1819; member of the State senate in 1823 and 1824, 
serving as president in 1823; member of the State constitutional convention in 1834; died near Nashville, Tenn., February 4, 
1845; interment in the family vault at “Lockland,” on his estate in the suburbs of Nashville. 
http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=W000220  
There is no evidence that Robert Weakley ever applied for a federal pension based on his services during the Revolutionary 
War. 
3 CROCKETT, David, (father of John Wesley Crockett), a Representative from Tennessee; born at the confluence of 
Limestone Creek and Nolichuckey River in the State of Franklin, present day Greene County, Tenn., August 17, 1786; 
attended the common schools; served in Creek campaign, 1813-1814; member of the Tennessee state house of 
representatives, 1821-1823; unsuccessful candidate for election to the Nineteenth Congress in 1825; elected as a Jacksonian 
to the Twentieth Congress (March 4, 1827-March 3, 1829); changed from a Jacksonian to an Anti-Jacksonian; elected as an 
Anti-Jacksonian to the Twenty-first Congress (March 4, 1829-March 3, 1831); unsuccessful candidate for reelection to the 
Twenty-second Congress in 1830; elected as an Anti-Jacksonian to the Twenty-third Congress (March 4, 1833-March 3, 
1835); unsuccessful candidate for reelection to the Twenty-fourth Congress in 1834; fought at the Battle of the Alamo, San 
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objections.  Col. Weakley is well known by Major Lewis and his deposition is in his own handwriting, 
to which I have no doubt Major Lewis can testify. 
      Your &c. 
      S/ Jos. H. Talbot 
 
[p 14] 
State of Tennessee, Davidson County 
 October 9th, 1834.  This day Robert Weakley a Citizen of said County aged seventy years 
personally appeared before me Wm Armstrong an Acting Justice of the peace in & for said County, and 
being duly sworn, on the Holy Evangelist of Almighty God, deposeth and saith, that himself and Lewis 
Griffin or Griffith were raised in Halifax County and State of Virginia from he could remember, until 
they were both subject to Military duty within less than two miles of each other, that said Griffin, or 
Griffith went in the Continental Service, about the year 1780 as this deponent believes, and in the 
month of March 1781 he saw said Griffin or Griffith in the Continental service, both before and after 
the Battle of Guilford Court House, as he this said deponent, was in the said Battle, 
 Sworn to & Subscribed before me 9th October – 1834 in the City of Nashville 
 S/ Wm Armstrong, JP DC 
       S/ R. Weakley 

        
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as a 
private for 6 months in the Virginia militia.] 
                                                                                                                                                                        
Antonio, Tex., 1836; died about March 6, 1836; remains cremated. 
http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=C000918  
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