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Pension application of Joseph Linton S19727    f16NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    4/17/10 rev'd 10/31/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, County of Duke's County: SS 
 On this 16th day of July, in the year of our Lord 1832 personally appeared in open Court, 
before me George A. Hearn, Judge of the Court of Probate, now sitting, Joseph Linton a resident 
of Edgartown in the County of Duke's County and Commonwealth of Massachusetts aged sixty-
nine years, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath make the following 
declaration, in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 7, 1832. 
 That he was born in the State of North Carolina, in Dobbs County, in the Year of our Lord 
1763, on the 6th day of January. The record of his birth, which was the Family Record, was 
burned in his house, which was also burned during his absence, on the 29th day of March A.D. 
1784, he was living in Dobbs County aforesaid when he enlisted under Captain Samuel Caswell 
in the month of July A.D. 1780 (as he believes) as one of the Guard to a Magazine in Kinston on 
Neuse River, about forty miles from Newbern [sic, New Bern] for a term of eighteen months. 
That he served his time out faithfully, and then took a discharge from the said Captain Samuel 
Caswell, in the month of January A.D. 1782, which discharge was also burned in his house. 
Sometime in June, he thinks, of the same year he was discharged, he was drafted to serve a tour 
of three months, that his Captain's name was George Farragut, a Frenchman, that under him, the 
said Farragut, he was sent with eleven others to guard a wagon load of Ammunition to the Army 
at Trent Bridge. He was afterwards sent with the same wagon and guard to Halifax, and brought 
a load of Ammunition to the Magazine. That he spent the rest of his tour chiefly in helping to 
enclosed a place for the public's horses, and in taking care of them. After the expiration of the 
three months, he was disbanded by the forage master, whose name was John Tillory, when he 
went home. 
 In the month of May, A.D. 1786 he left home, and after residing transiently in New York, 
Connecticut and Rhode Island, that in the year 1799 he came to this Island of Martha's Vineyard 
in this County of Duke's County, and settled at Edgartown in said County, where he has remained 
to the present time. As regards the names of the regular officers, he cannot distinctly recollect 
them as he was stationed at the magazine, and a long time has passed since. He is known to Mr. 
James Beetle, Mr. Rufus David, Leavitt Thaxter, Esq., and Cornelius Merchant, Esq. he hereby 
relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present, and declares that 
his name is not on the pension roll of the Agency of any State. 
      S/ Joseph Linton 
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Sworn and subscribed the day and year aforesaid/ 
      S/ George A. Hearn, Judge of Probate 
[Cornelius Merchant and Leavitt Thaxter Esquires gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
State of North Carolina Duplin County 
 This day John Linton personally appeared before me and after being solemnly sworn on 
the Holy evangelist of Almighty God deposeth and saith that in the time of the American 
Revolution war with Great Britain Joseph Linton then a citizen of Dobbs County and State of 
North Carolina did then and there rendered services as a Soldier in a regular Service under 
Captain Samuel Caswell for at least eighteen months or more and also he was at another time he 
was taken from home as a Militia Soldier and the deponent has every reason to believe done duty 
of a militia Soldier but the deponent was not with him in company when the service was 
performed but in the first instance the deponent was during the whole time with him at least 
twice in the week as he believes the deponent further saith not. Sworn to and subscribed before 
me this 24th day of August 1831. 
S/ Gibson Sloan, JP     S/ John Linton 
 
[There is a note dated June 30, 1910 in the file which indicates that the veteran died October 20, 
1849 survived by 2 of his 4 children. The 2 surviving children are named Joseph and John 
Linton.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $70 per annum commencing March 4th 1831 for 21 months 
service in the revolution.] 


