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State of South Carolina District of Charleston: the Personally appeared before me Patrick 
Cantwell, Notary Public and QU for said District, Mr. William Purse, a resident of the City of 
Charleston, aged 76 years, who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make 
the following declaration, in order to be entitled to the provisions of the act of Congress of the 
7th of June 1832.  That, he this Deponent was a volunteer private Soldier in the war of the 
Revolution and served as such for 2 years and upwards, in the following manner.  That is to say, 
in the month of June 1779, Deponent enrolled himself in the South Carolina Militia, and was 
attached to the party who were ordered from Charleston to make a feint from James Island on the 
British stationed at Stono ferry, in order to aid General Lincoln, in his attack upon the force 
stationed there under General Prevost.  That, he also served subsequently at Fort Moultrie under 
Colonel Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, and was there in the month of March 1780, the English 
fleet under Admiral Arbuthnot passed the Fort, notwithstanding its fire.  That, he also after this 
action, served in Captain Kingsberry's [Kingsbury's] Company of North Carolina artillery at the 
Siege of Charleston, and when the said City surrendered to the enemy, he was taken a prisoner 
while under arms.  That, while he was so a prisoner, he was ordered, and refused to join the 
British, and was for a while in close confinement for this refusal.  That he was in this manner 11 
months in active service, and 15 months a prisoner in a manner as above mentioned, Deponent 
saith that several of those who could give the most direct testimony as to his services as above 
mentioned have either left the State or died, Deponent saith that he has never received any aid 
from any act of the State or General Government in consequence of the above services, and 
renounces hereby all claim and title to same, save what he may be entitled to by reason of this 
application, And Deponent further saith that he has now no documentary evidence whatever to 
produce in support of his said claim and that he is in reduced circumstances. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me the day and year first written. 
       S/ Wm Purse 
this 9 April 38 
S/ Thos Lee, Dt. Judge US for SC 
 
State of South Carolina District of Charleston: personally appeared before me Patrick Cantwell 
Notary Public and QU for said District John Cart1
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 a resident of said city aged 76 years & a 
revolutionary pensioner, who being first duly sworn according to law, Doth on his oath make the 
following declaration.  That, he knows and is personally acquainted with the above named 
William Purse of Charleston, and that he knew him during the war of the Revolution to be one of 
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those who were engaged under arms against the British, But, this Deponent cannot bring to his 
recollection in what corps or 4 how long a period he served, Deponent further saith, that, said 
Purse always has and does now maintain a character for respectability and truth, and saith, he has 
read the affidavit of said Purse as above for a pension; and from his knowledge of him and other 
circumstances, he this Deponent believes the same to be true. 
 Sworn to and subscribed before me the 9th day of April 1838 and I do also certify the 
credibility of the affiant. 
S/ Thomas Lee, Dt. Judge US for SC 
 
[fn p. 8 Mrs. Margaret Barbury Gruber, 78, widow of Daniel Cobia,2
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 a Revolutionary War 
pensioner, gave a supporting affidavit.] 


