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Pension application of John Ivins S1766     f14NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     12/18/07 rev'd 1/19/16 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 4] 
State of Tennessee, Williamson County: Court of Pleas & Order Sessions January Term 1833 
 On this 17th day of January 1833 personally appeared in open court now sitting to for us 
Gilbert Marshall, William Johnson and Christopher E. McEwen Justices of the Court of pleas 
and quarter sessions, held for the County of Williamson in the State of Tennessee John Ivins aged 
82 years a resident of said County who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath 
make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefits of the provisions of the act of 
Congress passed on the 7th day of June 1832.  That he entered the service under the following 
named officers and served as herein stated.  I was born in Halifax County North Carolina where I 
lived until eight or 10 years of age when I moved to Dobs [Dobbs] County in the same State and 
lived there till after the war.  I first entered the service of the US as a volunteer for a tour of three 
months.  I entered into Captain John Shepherd's [John Sheppard's] Company, while residing in 
Dobbs County, I think in the year 1775 or 1776.  It was an expedition against the Tories, we were 
marched from Dobbs County with other troops under General Caswell [Richard Caswell] to 
Black River where we staid but a short time, the Tories then being on the other side of the River, 
and commenced a fire upon us from their side.  They the Tories then marched for Wilmington 
and we endeavored to prevent them.  We engaged with them at a place called Moore's Creek 
[Battle of Moore's Creek Bridge, February 27, 1776]1 and after a sharp skirmish we defeated 
them and entirely dispersed them.  We were all disbanded and I received my discharge signed by 
Captain Shepherd for three months service.  I then returned to Dobbs County and after staying 
there no great while, I volunteered in a company of light horsemen under Captain Singleton 
[Spyars Singleton].  This company with 12 or 15 hundred infantry under General Caswell 
marched to Wilmington for the purpose of preventing the British from landing.  The British came 
in the Capes, but not liking to risk the landing of their troops, they did not attempt it, but sailed 
about forty miles on the coast and frequently returned.  I remained here until my term of three 
months had expired when I received a discharge for that time from either my Captain or General 
which discharge together with the first I have long since lost.  I then returned home and after 
remaining there one or two years I was drafted, but hired a substitute.  I have no record of my 
age.  My mother has often told me I was 25 years old when Independence was declared.  I 
mention Colonel Ben Axam [sic, Benjamin Exum], besides the other officers I have mentioned 
who were with the troops where I served.  I state John & Jacob Page, Marshall Jameson, Robert 
Sawyers Esq. Shannon and John Burke who are acquainted with me and can testify to their belief 
of my having served in the revolution and to my character for veracity.  After the war I lived in 
North Carolina until about twenty years ago when I moved to Williamson County Tennessee 
                                                 
1 http://www.carolana.com/NC/Revolution/revolution_battle_of_moores_creek.html  
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where I now live and have been living ever since. 
 I hereby relinquish all claim whatever to a pension or an annuity except the present and 
declare my name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any State. 
      S/ John Ivins, X his mark 
[George Shannon and John Burke gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as 
a private for 6 months in the North Carolina militia.] 


