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Pension application of John Patterson S17626    f19GA/NC/SC 
  Transcribed and annotated by Will Graves rev'd 7/14/09 & 10/21/17 & 4/7/23 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' or ‘undeciphered’ 
appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials 
pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information 
on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software 
to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention. Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as an 
aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.] 
 
[p 5] 
The State of Ohio Preble County Court of Common Pleas September Term 1832} SS 
 On this eighteenth day of September in the year of our Lord 1832 personally appeared 
before the honorable the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas in and for the County of Preble in 
the State of Ohio John Patterson aged sixty nine years a resident of the County aforesaid who 
being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order 
to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June the 7th 1832. 
 That in the month of August 1778 he entered the service of the United States as a 
substitute for his father Samuel Patterson in Ninety Six district South Carolina in Captain 
Cowan's1 Company of militia of [Lt.] Col Reed's [George Reed’s] Regiment and General 
Williamson's [Andrew Williamson's] Brigade.  The force rendezvoused at Beaverdam Creek in 
Georgia deponent served on this tour three months during which time he was engaged in 
defending the country against the aggressions of the Cherokees at the end of the three months he 
received a written discharge signed by Lieutenant Davis [perhaps Benjamin Davis] who at that 
time had command of the company in place of Captain Cowan during this tour deponent assisted 
to destroy the corn of the Indians and to burn seven Indian towns.  In April 1780 deponent was 
drafted to go to Charleston under Captain Cowan who then belonged to Col Pikens' [sic, Andrew 
Pickens'] Regiment, when this draft had proceeded about eighty miles on the way to Charleston 
they were met by an express informing them the city had surrendered [Charleston South Carolina 
fell to the British on May 12, 1780].  Col Pikins then marched his men to Camden, he was out on 
this tour about one month.  In September of the same year deponent went to Soap Creek in 
Georgia and volunteered to serve in Captain Dun's [sic, Joseph Dunn's] company of Colonel 
Clark's [sic, Elijah Clarke's] Regiment.  He was with Col Clarke when he took possession of the 
town of Augusta2 but was soon driven away by the British, he continued in the service on this 
tour until after the battle of Kings Mountain [October 7, 1780] which was on the seventh of 
October.  After this battle the company under Captain Dunn dispersed being all volunteers for no 
definite time deponent with three others went to Mecklenburg County in North Carolina and 
remained with his friends until January 1781.  When Lord Cornwallis commenced his march to 
Virginia deponent volunteered to serve for six weeks in a light horse company under the 
command of Captain Grimes of Col Irwin's [Robert Irwin’s?] Regiment he was engaged in 
guarding the forts on the Catawba River about one week, he was then marched to Guilford Court 
                                                
1 JD Lewis list to likely candidates.  James Cowan and John Cowan or both listed as having served as Captain's in 
the upper Ninety Six district Regiment.  http://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/patriot_military_sc_captains.htm  
2 Siege of Augusta (first/Clarke) [September 12-18, 1780] http://www.myrevolutionarywar.com/battles/800914-
augusta/ 
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house.  Near Guilford his company joined the forces under General Green [sic, Nathanael 
Greene].  During this tour he was engaged in several skirmishes with the British but was in no 
general engagement.  At the end of the six weeks for which he had volunteered he received a 
written discharge from Captain Grimes in March 1781.  In the summer of 1781 he enlisted in the 
State troops of South Carolina for ten months in Captain Francis Moore's company of light 
horse, Col Middleton's [Charles Myddleton’s] Regiment and General Sumpter' [sic, Thomas 
Sumter's,] Brigade.  In March 1782 when deponent's time expired was discharged by Captain 
Moore at Orangeburg on Edisto [River] – to prove this ten months service he has procured the 
deposition of William Caldwell who served during the same ten months with deponent.  
Deponent knows of no witnesses living by whom he can prove the rest of his services but he has 
been long known to Rev. Alexander Porter, John Foster, David Macdill and others who reside in 
his neighborhood and by whom he can as he believes prove that he sustains a good character for 
truth and veracity and that he has always been reputed and believed in his neighborhood to have 
been a soldier of the revolution.  The written discharges which deponent received from his 
officers have been lost.  He has a written record of his age by which it appears that he was born 
in Ireland in January 1763.  After the war deponent lived in South Carolina until the year 
Eighteen hundred and seven when he came to Preble County in the State of Ohio where he has 
since resided and still resides.  He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or 
annuity except the present and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of 
any state. 
 Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid. 
      S/ John Patterson 

      
S/ J. C. Hawkins, Clerk 
[Alexander Porter, a clergyman, John Foster and David Macdill gave the standard supporting 
affidavit.] 
 
[p 10] 
The State of Ohio Butler County} SS 
 Before me a Justice of the peace in and for the County aforesaid and came personally 
William Caldwell3 a resident of said County who being duly sworn deposes and saith that he was 
acquainted with John Patterson who now resides in the County of Preble during the War of the 
revolution.  This deponent served a tour of ten months during the war of the Revolution with said 
John Patterson in the Regiment of Colonel Middleton in the State Troops of South Carolina in 
the year 1781 and 1782 under the command of General Sumter.  Said John Patterson belonged to 
the company commanded by Captain Francis Moore and deponent belonged to the company of 
Captain Smith -- deponent has been acquainted with said Patterson since his residence in the 
State of Ohio which has been about 25 years deponent had not seen said Patterson from the time 
that he was discharged at Orangeburg in South Carolina until he married him in the State of Ohio 
-- And further he says not. 
       S/ Wm Caldwell 

       
                                                
3 William Caldwell S2116 

http://revwarapps.org/s2116.pdf


Sworn & subscribed before me this 24th day of August A.D. 1832 
S/ William Hunter, JP 
 
[p 18] 
State of Ohio Preble County: Court of Common Pleas of the term of March 1833 
 Personally appeared in open court John Patterson who has sworn to and subscribed the 
foregoing declaration and said John Patterson being duly sworn deposes and saith that he served 
during the war of the revolution fifteen months and two weeks the first tour he served in Captain 
Cowan's company three months -- the second tour he served one month under Captain Cowan.  
The third tour he served six weeks in the company of Captain Dunn in the forces commanded by 
Colonel Clark.  The last tour I served ten months in the light horse as stated in the foregoing 
declaration.  The whole time which I served was 15 months and 2 weeks as a private soldier in 
the war of the Revolution & for such service I claim a pension. 
 Sworn & subscribed in open court this 20th March 1833 
       S/ John Patterson 
S/ J. C. Hawkins, Clerk 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $61.25 per annum commencing March 4, 1831, for service 
as a private for 15 months and 15 days in the South Carolina, North Carolina and Georgia 
militia.] 
___________________________________________________ 
 
South Carolina Audited Accounts4 relating to John Patterson  pp 10 
Audited Account No. 5739 
  Transcribed and annotated by Will Graves   4/7/23 
 
[p 2] 
[No.] 179  No. 36  [Book] S 
Mr. John Patterson his Account of Duty in Ye Militia done before & since the reduction of 
Chs.Town [Charleston South Carolina fell to the British on May 12, 1780] Amounting to 
 [old South Carolina] Currency £137 
   Stg. [Sterling]  £19.5.8 ½  
Exd. W.R. [Examined by W. R. [identity unknown]] 
J. Mc. A.G. [approved by] John McCall, Adjutant General] 
 
[p 3] 
State So. Carolina Dr. [Debtor] to John Patterson 
For Duty before & since the Reduction of 
Charleston per Col. Anderson’s [Robert Anderson’s] return [not extant  £135 
          Stg. £19.5.8 ½  
 
Received 9th June 1785, full Satisfaction for the above in an Indent No. 179 Lib. S by of Virtue 
of an Order 
     S/ John Patterson 
                                                
4 The South Carolina Audited Accounts (AAs) are now available online at http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/.  To find the AA for 
a specific person, click on the Just take me to the search page link, then enter the person’s surname first in the “Full name” 
box followed by a comma and the person’s Christian name.  The number behind the ‘pp’ indicates the number of pages in the file 
and the ‘Audited Account No.’ is the actual Account Number assigned by the South Carolina Archives. 

http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/


      
 
[p 4:  Printed form of Indent No. 179 Book S dated June 9, 1785] 
 
[p 5:  Reverse of the above Indent bearing, among others, the following endorsement: 
 
I Do Certify that I have Received of John Cunningham the full amount of the principal and 
Interest now Due or that may be Due on the within Indent & I hereby empower him his heirs or 
assigns in my name to receive the full amount of the within [undeciphered word or words]. 
Given under my hand at Charleston this 23 Day October 1785 
     S/ John Patterson 

      


