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Pension application of Andrew Hunter S17500     f7VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      5/23/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
Virginia 
At a Court begun and held for Lee County at the Courthouse thereof on the 20th day of October 
1834 

Declaration 
In order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7th 1832, State of Virginia, Lee 
County to wit; 
 On this 20th day of October in the year 1834 personally appeared in open Court, before 
the Court of Lee County now sitting, Andrew Hunter resident in said County, aged eighty-eight 
years, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth, on his oath make the following 
declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7th 1832. 
 That he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers, and 
served as herein stated, to wit; That he was drafted to serve a three months tour of service in the 
Militia of Virginia from the County of Bedford in a Company commanded by Captain Joseph 
Poindexter, Jesse Tate being the Lieutenant, and was marched by Captain Poindexter from New 
London in Bedford to Petersburg, Cabin Point, Jericho, and Portsmouth, remaining a short time 
at Petersburg, and Jericho and a considerable time at Cabin Point.  The Army was gone about 
four weeks to Portsmouth, but the declarant was not then with it, being left behind with a few 
others at a place called the burnt mills, to guard the Baggage and Militia Stores there deposited.  
Captain Poindexter and his company joined the detachment at Cabin Point commanded by 
General Mughlenburg [Peter Muhlenberg], who commanded the troops while the declarant was 
with the Army.  The declarant was in no engagement during this Service, and there was no 
fighting on the part of the Army, except some inconsiderable Skirmishing with the out guard.  At 
the end of this 3 months term of service, the declarant was discharged, and returned home; but 
thinking his discharge would never be of any benefit to him, he has long since lost it, and 
probably by his inattention to preserve it.  Whilst the declarant was absent from home on this 
Service, the whole of the Militia from his neighborhood, were called out to go against Lord 
Cornwallis in North Carolina, who was then making an approach to Virginia, and in a short time 
after his return home, he, and the classes out with him, were again called on for another three 
months tour, in pursuit of Cornwallis through Virginia, after the Battle of Guilford [March 15, 
1781] in North Carolina.  In this last Service, the declarant was in the company commanded by 
Captain Alexander Cummings, and joined the regular troops commanded by General Wayne 
[Anthony Wayne], in the County of Hanover.  General Steuben met the Militia troops Shortly 
after leaving home, and commanded them to the point of Forks on James River in Goochland 
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[County]; and thence to Hanover where we joined General Wayne.  The Army was then in 
pursuit of Cornwallis through Virginia, and generally cannot at his encampment of the previous 
day.  The declarant's term of Service expired in the County of Hanover, where he was discharged 
and returned home, but from the causes before spoken of, has long since lost this discharge also.  
– These are all the Services performed by the declarant except about one month, in excursions 
against the Tories, and guarding them in the jail of Bedford, which was sometimes stowed full of 
them.  So much so, that to prevent their suffocation they had to be taken out repeatedly to give 
them air.  This Service was performed under the command of Colonel Charles Lynch, from 
which the town of Lynchburg took its name. 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present, 
and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any state. 
Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid. 
 Test S/ W. S. Morrison, DC    Andrew Hunter1 
[Robert W Wynn, a clergyman, and John Zion Senior gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[The above is certified by Alexander W Mills, clerk as being a true copy from the records in his 
office, said certification being dated October 29, 1834] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as 
a private for 6 months in the Virginia militia.] 

                                                 
1 not believed to be the actual signature of the applicant since the hand writing is identical to the body of the 
application 


