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Pension application of Daniel Higgins (Higgans) S17482    f22VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      3/26/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[Note: The first page of the application of this veteran is missing from the version as posted on 
Fold3.com. as of March 26, 2014 but that page is found (albeit out of sequence) in the version 
posted on HeritageQuest.com.  The pages in both versions are scrambled.] 
 
State of Indiana Hendricks County: Sct.} State of Indiana Hendricks Probate Court the Term of 
October 1832 
 On this 12th day of November in the year of our Lord 1832, Personally appeared in open 
Court before Samuel Jessop Judge of the Hendricks Probate Court, now sitting, Daniel Higgans a 
resident of the Township of Marion in the County of Hendrix an State of Indiana aged sixty-nine 
years, who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following 
declaration; In order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 7th A.D. 1832, This 
applicant says that he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers 
and served as herein after stated.  This deponent says that his Colonel's name was __ & his 
Major's name was John Bowman [?—name written over and unclear] his Captain Silas Hardan 
[sic, Silas Hardin], his Lieutenant's name was John Ellison and his Ensign's name was William 
McFee, he further states that he entered the service as aforesaid under the aforesaid officers 
between the 15th and 20th days of May in the year A.D. 1779.  And that he left the service about 
the 15th day of June A.D. 1779, this deponent further states that he was when in the aforesaid 
service in a battle with the Indians and British at a Town called Chilicothy [Chillicothe] on the 
waters of Scioto River in the month of May 1779 – This deponent further states that at the time 
he entered the service aforesaid he was a resident of the State of Kentucky. 
 This deponent further states that when in the service aforesaid he passed through the 
Western Country a North course &c 
 This deponent further states that after he returned from the service as aforesaid, he was 
drafted into the service of the United States as a soldier of the Militia of the State of Kentucky.  
In the year 1780 about the 15th of July and he states that [he] served in said service as aforesaid 
until the first of September A.D. 1780, he also states that when in said service that he was in 
another battle with the Indians at the Pickaway Towns [Piqua Towns] North of the Ohio River, he 
states that he served under the following named officers (to wit) Colonel Benjamin Logan, Major 
James Harrod, Captain John Ellison, Lieutenant James Harland Ensign David Adams, he also 
states that he was a resident of Kentucky when he entered the service aforesaid.  He also states 
that he passed through Harrodsburg from thence to Louisville thence up the Ohio a North course 
to the Pickaway Towns and from thence he was marched back to the Ohio River again, and he 
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then states that he was there stationed in the service aforesaid at Briants Station [Bryant's 
Station] to guard the Fort against the hostile Indians and British he states that when guarding said 
Fort the Indians killed a man by the name of Boon [Boone?], This deponent states that he was 
guarding said Fort for more than one month and that the services aforesaid was in the month of 
April 1780 [could be 1781], he also states that his officers at said Fort was named Captain John 
Coward, And he also states that he was discharged at said Fort by his officer as aforesaid and 
returned home again where he was bound to be in readiness at all times when called upon by the 
militia of said State to guard against the invasions of the Indians and British. 
 This deponent also states that he was called on again in the month of June in the year 
A.D. 1781 to go down to Kentucky River to bring up canoes to the mouth of Shawney River 
[Shawnee River] on the Kentucky River as General Clark [George Rogers Clark] was then going 
on to Detroit, he also states that he was under the following named officers (to wit) Captain John 
Ellison And this deponent states that he was a Sergeant in the service last aforesaid 
[next page—not in the HQ version, but is in the Fold3 version] 
this Deponent states that after he returned with said canoes he was ordered to McFee's Station 
and remained there until in the month of August guarding the same against the hostile Indians.  
This deponent further states that he was sent from McFee's Station to Bockman's Station on 
Dicks River under King Cade [sic, Kincaid ?] our Captain, And he further states that he guarded 
said Fort until in the year 1782. 
 This deponent further states that in the month of March of the year 1782, he was drafted 
into the service of the United States to go to Louisville to make fortifications against the hostile 
British and Indians under the following named officers (to wit) General Clark, Major John 
Logan, were his officers at the Fort and that he was detained at said Fort at Louisville about six 
weeks And was then sent to Bockman's Station.  And there volunteered to guard a Country Store 
of ammunition and to bring the same to Harrodsburg under the following named officers (to wit) 
Captain John Martin, Lieutenant Nathaniel Houston, 
 This deponent Further states that in the fall of the year 1782 in the month of October he 
was again drafted into the service of the United States under the following named officers (to 
wit) Colonel Benjamin Logan, Major John Logan and Captain Simon Kenton, he states that he 
was marched on in a North direction across the Ohio River to New Chillicothy [New Chillicothe] 
on the big Miami [River].  This deponent states that he joined General Clark at the mouth [of] 
Licking [?] and he states that he was in no Battle during the Tour as aforesaid, And he also 
deposeth and saith that he was marched back to Kentucky to Wilson Station on Salt River and 
that he was at said Fort about six months guarding the same.  This deponent upon his oath states 
that he was guarding the Frontiers of the Western Country for three or four years, and that he was 
one of the first settlers of the Western Country, 
 This deponent is in answer to the interrogatories put to him by the Court puts down the 
following (to wit) Answer I was born in Augusta County in the State of Virginia in the year 1763, 
Answer – I have no record of my age and have no other evidence than what my parents have told 
me, and I was a resident of the State of Kentucky Mercer County on Salt River.  Answer.  I 
enlisted, volunteered and was drafted, into the service of the United States, and I am now living 
in the State of Inda.[?] and after the war I lived [in] Kentucky until the year 1819 or 20 and that 
he has been living in the state of Indiana ever since, and he is now living in Hendricks County 
Indiana.  Answer.  My officers were General Clark, Major Wales, Colonel Benjamin Logan, 
Colonel Linn, Colonel Floid [sic, Floyd?] &c.  Answer.  I have no discharge and does not 
recollect that he ever received a written discharge from any of his officers and if so he has lost 



the same. 
 And this deponent states that he has no documentary evidence by which he can prove his 
service as aforesaid and that he knows of no person whose testimony he can procure who can 
testify to his services as aforesaid. 
 And he hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the 
present and this deponent declares that his name is not on the pension Roll of the Agency of any 
state.  And he further saith not &c.  Sworn and subscribed the day and year first above written 
     S/ Daniel Higgans 

     
[John Holland and Samuel Woods, a clergyman, gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
State of Indiana Hendricks County SS 
 Personally Appeared before me the undersigned a Justice of the Peace in and for the 
County of Hendricks aforesaid Daniel Higgans who being duly sworn deposeth and saith that by 
reason of old age and the consequent loss of memory he cannot swear positively as to the precise 
length of his service but according to the best of his Recollection he served not less than the 
periods mentioned below and in the following grades.  For two years I served as an orderly 
Sergeant.  For six months I served as an orderly Sergeant.  For one year and six months I served 
as a private soldier and for such service I claim a pension. 

     1 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 4th day of May A.D. 1833 
Wm Faught, JP 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $80 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as 
a private for 2 years in the Virginia service.] 

                                                 
1 My guess is this is the actual signature of the veteran and that the other signature was written by the scribe who 
wrote the veteran's application. 


