
Southern Campaigns American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters 
 

Pension application of Benjamin Hollingshead S16883   f34NC 
  Transcribed and annotated by Will Graves   5/11/11: rev'd 9/9/22 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' or ‘undeciphered’ 
appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials 
pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information 
on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software 
to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention. Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as an 
aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.] 
 
[p 10] 
The State of Alabama Bibb County} County Court September Term 1832 
 On this 3rd day of September 1832 personally appeared in open court before Thomas 
Crawford Judge of the County Court of the County now sitting Benjamin Hollingshead a resident 
citizen of said County & State aforesaid aged about seventy years who being first duly sworn 
according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of 
the act of Congress passed June 7th 1832. 
 Applicant states he volunteered in the militia service in the year eighty one [1781] in the 
month of February as well as he recollects in Roan [Rowan] County & State of North Carolina & 
at that time only served one week which was his first service.  Applicant states he served as 
volunteer in several scouts in the year eighty one but was in no particular engagement.  
Applicant states that in the year eighty two [1782] while he resided in Rowan County North 
Carolina the company to which he belonged were classed: each class contained eighteen man & 
one man and each class was to serve eighteen months.  That he agreed to serve for one class for 
the term of eighteen months for which the class to which he belonged agreed to pay applicant a 
small sum which he does not recollect & that he served for said sum for such class for about 
thirteen months & then he received what was perhaps more properly called a furlough then a 
discharge which was in substance as near as applicant recollects of the following purport viz. that 
he applicant was then discharged unless again called on to serve out the remainder of the Term 
of eighteen months by the proper authority and he applicant was never afterwards called on to 
serve out the remainder of said Tour.  That he received said written discharge signed as well as 
he recollects by Captain Lighty [sic, perhaps a reference to Captain William Lytle].  Applicant 
states that during the time he served as aforesaid for about thirteen months he was attached to 
Captain Sharp's [Anthony Sharpe's] Company which was then under the command of Colonel 
Lighly [sic, probably a reference to Colonel Archibald Lytle] and General Green [Nathanael 
Greene].  That after he entered the service as aforesaid he was stationed part of the time at what 
was called Ashley Hill near Charleston in South Carolina and the balance of the time on James 
Island near Charleston.  That he applicant was in no engagement during the time aforesaid that 
he applicant received his discharge as aforesaid at the 10 mile Spring near Charleston.  That he 
then returned home to Rowan County North Carolina.  Applicant states he also served for the 
term of three months as a drafted man under Captain Hall [Hugh Hall] & General Rutherford 
[Griffith Rutherford] in the year eighty one which was previous to the thirteen months service 
mentioned in the previous part of his declaration making in all twenty two months viz. thirteen in 
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the Regular service for which he received a discharge for eighteen months, three months in the 
militia service & one month in scouts through the Country.  Applicant states that about the time 
he received his written discharge as aforesaid peace was made & that he was then in Rowan 
County and State of North Carolina.  Applicant states that when he entered upon the eighteen 
months service the troops rendezvoused near Salisbury in the State of North Carolina, that the 
troops then marched & crossed Santee at McCord's ferry & by the Hawtau-Springs [Eutaw 
Springs] to Bancons bridge [Bacon's Bridge] on Ashley River & from there to Ashley Hill: & 
was there stationed for some months & from there to James Island: applicant states that during 
the war he was acquainted [with] Captain Sharp, Lieutenant Campbell, Colonel Lighly & 
General Green, Captain Coleman, Captain Hadley & Captain Hall and a great money [many] 
others whose names he does not now recollect.  Applicant states he hereby relinquishes every 
claim whatever to a pension or annuity except [the] present and declares that his name is not on 
the pension roll of the agency of any State or Territory: that he has no documentary evidence to 
prove his services that the discharge mentioned in the Declaration he believes is now lost or 
destroyed and he can prove his services for the thirteen months mentioned in this his declaration 
by Matthew Albritton1 who is now present in court who served with applicant in the same 
Regiment during the 13 months mentioned in this declaration. 
     S/ Benjamin Hollingshead, X his mark 
Sworn to & subscribed in open court the day & year first above written this 3rd day of 
September 1832  
Attest: S/ Williams Caddell, Clk 
 
[p 13] 
The State of Alabama Bibb County: Personally came into open court Matthew Albritton who 
being duly sworn deposeth & saith on oath that he said deponent was a soldier in the revolution 
& that he deponent served in the same Regiment with Benjamin Hollingshead who has sworn to 
& subscribed the foregoing declaration, & that he said deponent has heard the foregoing 
declaration read & that the facts stated in the foregoing declaration with regard to his thirteen 
months service he said deponent knows to be true & believes from information the rest of the 
facts stated to be true. 

      
 
["There being no clergyman residing in the immediate neighborhood," Noah B. Coker & Josiah 
Hinds gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[p 17] 
Answers of Benjamin Hollingshead2 
                                                 
1 Sic, Mathew Albritton R72 
2 The War Department promulgated regulations governing pension application format and requiring the following 7 
interrogatories to be put to each applicant for a pension: 
1st Where and in what year were you born? 
2nd Have you any record of your age and if so where is it? 
3rd Where were you living when called into service: where have you lived since the Revolutionary War and where 
do you now live? 
4th How were you called into service; were you drafted; did you volunteer or were you a substitute, and if a 

http://southerncampaign.org/pen/r72.pdf


1.  I cannot say in what year I was born but believe I am about seventy years old – but was born 
in Montgomery County, State of Maryland 
2.  I have no record of my age. 
3.  I was living in Rowan County North Carolina when I entered the service since the war I have 
lived principally in Newberry District South Carolina until about 5 years ago I moved to bid 
County Alabama where I now live. 
4.  In answer to the interrogatory I would refer you to the facts set forth in the foregoing 
declaration & by me sworn to &c. 
5.  In answer to this interrogatory I would refer you to the facts set forth in the foregoing 
declaration in answer to this interrogatory. 
6.  I would also refer you to the facts set forth in my declaration. 
7.  I would call on Noah B Coker & Josiah Hinds 
 
[p 4: On June 26, 1841 in Bibb County Alabama, Jane Hollingshead made oath that she is the 
widow of Benjamin Hollingshead who was a pensioner of the United States and is now dead; 
that he resided in Bibb County Alabama for the space of thirteen years before his death and that 
previous thereto he resided in Newberry district South Carolina; she signed a power of attorney 
authorizing William W Payne to act as her attorney in pursuing whatever claims she might have. 
She signed these documents with her mark.] 
 
[p 6: Finding dated July 31, 1841, by the clerk of the court of Pitt County Alabama that the 
pensioner died in Bibb County Alabama on May 14, 1840 leaving a widow named Jane 
Hollingshead.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $40 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for one-year 
service as a private in the North Carolina militia and Continental line.] 
 
________________________________________ 
 
South Carolina Audited Accounts3 relating to Benjamin Hollingshead  pp 5 
Audited Account No. 3696D 
  Transcribed and annotated by Will Graves   9/9/22 
 
[p 2] 
The Petition of Benjamin Hollingshead praying compensation for Revolutionary Services 
Rejected &c  
Claims 

                                                                                                                                                             
substitute, for whom? 
5th State the names of some of the regular officers who were with the troops where you served, such Continental and 
militia regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of your service. 
6th Did you ever receive a discharge from the service, and if so, by whom was it given and what has become of it? 
7th State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood and who can testify as to your 
character for veracity and their belief in your services as a soldier in the revolution. 
3 The South Carolina Audited Accounts (AAs) are now available online at http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/.  To find the AA for 
a specific person, click on the Just take me to the search page link, then enter the person’s surname first in the “Full name” 
box followed by a comma and the person’s Christian name.  The number behind the ‘pp’ indicates the number of pages in the file 
and the ‘Audited Account No.’ is the actual Account Number assigned by the South Carolina Archives. 
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John K Griffin 
 
[p 3] 
South Carolina Newberry District}  To the honourable the Senate and house of Representatives 
of the State aforesaid 
The Humble petition of the under written Subscriber of the District aforesaid Sheweth that he 
served as a private Soldier in the State aforesaid thirteen Months as an Eighteen Months Militia 
Man Under the command of Captain Sharp, Colonel Litle and General Green in the time of the 
Revolutionary War and that he was regularly discharged in print or writing at the ten Mile 
Springs in this State and that the said discharge has been long since lost. And that he never 
received any compensation for said Services. That he this petitioner is upwards of Sixty years of 
Age. Very infirm and in Very indigent circumstances and therefore pray your Honourable body to 
take the Case of your petitioner into consideration and grant Such relief as you may think proper 
– November 19th 1824 
Attest 
S/ F. F. Cureton   S/ Benjamin Hollingshead, X his mark 
 
South Carolina Newberry District} Matthew Albertson appears before Me and Swears that he 
was intimately acquainted with Benjamin Hollingshead during the latter part of the time of 
Service Set forth in the above petition and that he Verily believes all the facts set forth in said 
petition to be correct and true. 
Sworn to before me the 
19th day of November 1824 
S/ F. F. Cureton, Q. U.   S/ Matthew Albirttson [sic], X his mark 
 
[p 5] 
The Committee of Claims to whom was referred the Petition of Benjamin Hollingshead praying 
compensation for Revolutionary Services, 
   Beg leave to Report.    
That they have had the same under consideration and have very little doubt but what the 
Petitioner was a Soldier in the Revolutionary War, but are of opinion that his claims are not 
Sufficiently Vouched, and we would therefore Respectfully recommend that the prayer thereof be 
not granted 
    S John K. Griffin, Chairman 


