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Pension application of Richard Christmas S16342    f42NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves   rev’d 11/16/10 & 11/3/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches 
of the database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  
Corrections or additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the 
original. A bracketed question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 
'indecipherable' appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in 
question.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits 
that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' 
affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information 
have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent 
with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the 
software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand 
eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of South Carolina, Edgefield District 
 On this 31st day of October in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-two personally appeared in open court before me, Richard Gantt, one of the Judges 
of said State and District aforesaid Richard Christmas a resident of the State and District 
aforesaid age Sixty-eight years who first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath 
make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed 
7th of June, 1832. 
 That he entered the service of the Unites States by being drafted from the 3rd  
division of North Carolina Militia for three months and entered on said tour for three 
months at Hallifax [sic, Halifax] in the month of May in the year one thousand seven 
hundred and Eighty from which place he the said deponent marched to the South under the 
command of Captain John White of the 3rd Regiment of North Carolina Militia 
Commanded by Col. Richard Caswell and joined General Gates [Horatio Gates] near 
Lynches Creek in the State of South Carolina and was in the battle [Battle of Camden, 15-
16, 1780]] when he (Gates) was defeated by Lord Cornwallis was in the 8th Platoon 
Commanded by Captain Ransom after the defeat the said deponent went to Charlotte from 
thence from place to place until the expiration of the three months and was discharged by 
Major Agrippa Nichols.  In the year one thousand seven hundred and Eighty one he the 
said deponent was drafted the second time for three months and marched from Granville 
Old Court House sometime in February of the same year under Captain William Christmas 
who commanded a rifle company and Joined General Greene [Nathanael Greene] near the 
high rock ford on Haw River was in battle at Guilford Court House [March 15, 1781] 
continued under his (Genl. Greene) command until his engagement with Lord Rawdon near 
Camden [Battle of Hobkirk Hill, April 25, 1781]] but was not in the engagement being out 
upon a scout. Served out his said deponent's three months tour and was discharged by 
General Thomas Eaton. The said deponent was called out sometime afterwards to guard a 
public store in Franklin County State of North Carolina how long he said deponent cannot 
now tell but will say two months at least making in the whole Eight months actual service. 
This deponent further saith that he hath no written documentary evidence on which to rely 
for the verification of the above declaration made and set forth. 
 The deponent hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity 
except the present and declares that his name is not on the Pension roll of the agency of any 
State. 
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[Standard certification of reputation for veracity and service given by Thomas Norris, 
clergyman, and William Robertson, both of Edgefield District, SC] 
 
[p 8] 
State of South Carolina, Edgefield District 
 On this the 9th of November personally appeared before me J. S. [?] Richardson, 
presiding Judge of the Court at Edgefield Ct. Ho., in open Court, Richard Christmas, who 
being first sworn doth on his oath make the following amendment to his declaration, in 
order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress June 7th 1832. In addition to what he has 
stated in his declaration he says that in his last tour when sent to guard a public store in 
Franklin County, North Carolina he was ordered out by Major A. Nichols and was under 
the command of Sergeant Christmas.  This tour lasted two months at least. 
 
Answers to the interrogation propounded to Richard Christmas by the Court. 

1. Was born 4th day of January 1764 in the county of Bute, now Warren & Franklin, 
North Carolina. 

2. He has a record of his age at house. 
3. Was living in Warren County, North Carolina which was a part of original County 

of Bute and lived in Warren until 1792 when he moved to Edgefield, SC where he 
has lived ever since & where he now lives. 

4. Was drafted every time he was called into service. 
5. At the Battle of Guilford, Captain Christmas just before the engagement (under 

whom I was drafted) was taken sick & Captain White took command of the 
company. My company belonged to Colonel Eaton's Regiment during the 
engagement. I do not recollect anything more in addition to what I have stated in 
the declaration. 

6. Stated in the declaration. 
7. Mentioned in the declaration. 

        S/ Richard Christmas 

        
Sworn to before in an open court 9th Nov. 1833 
 S/ H. Boulware CCP 
 
[p 12: On December four, 1834 in Muscogee County, Georgia, veteran applied for transfer 
of his pension payments to the Georgia agency having moved there from Edgefield district 
South Carolina.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for six 
months service as a private in the North Carolina militia.] 


