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Pension application of Austin Hunter S15899     f18VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      5/23/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Virginia Goochland County SS 
 On this 17th day of September 1832 personally appeared in open Court before the County 
Court of Goochland now said Austin Hunter a resident of the County of Goochland & State 
aforesaid, aged Seventy One years, who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath 
make the following Declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 
7th 1832, that he entered the service of the United States under the following named Officers, and 
served as herein stated, that he served five tours of duty as a militia-man, as a Sergeant in each 
tour, that he entered the service in the year 1777 in the County of Louisa and State aforesaid, and 
served in the month of August & September under Captain John Fox & Lieutenant Saunders 
[perhaps John Sanders] (the other Officers of the Regiment not recollected) & was marched to 
the City of Williamsburg in the State of Virginia – that he again entered the service in the County 
of Louisa aforesaid in the year 1778 and served two months he thinks August & September under 
Colonel Charles Dabney & Lieutenant George Michie, he does not recollect the names of other 
Officers & was marched down James River below the City of Richmond in the State of Virginia 
to Morbin Hills [Malvern Hills] – that he again entered the service in the County of Louisa 
aforesaid in the year 1779, and served two months part of October, November & part of 
December under Colonel Taylor [Francis Taylor], Lieutenant Peter Shelton, the names of the 
other Officers he does not recollect & was marched to the Barracks in the County of Albemarle 
in the State of Virginia to guard prisoners.  That he again entered the service in the County of 
Louisa aforesaid in the year 1780 and served two months in the summer of that year, the months 
not recollected, and Colonel Richardson [probably Holt Richeson], Major Armistead & Captain 
Eggleston, the names of the other Officers he does not recollect, but General Lafayette was the 
Commander, and was marched below Richmond in the state of Virginia aforesaid, that in this 
tour, he saw all the Enemy in the town of Manchester opposite the City of Richmond where they 
burnt many houses [April 30, 1781] – And that he again entered the service in the County of 
Louisa aforesaid in the year 1781, and served ten Weeks in the summer of that year, he thinks the 
months of August, September & part of October under General Lafayette, Colonel John Taylor, 
Major Campbell & Captain Watson [perhaps James Watson] and occasionally Captain Mordecai 
Abrahams, the names of the other Officers he does not recollect and was marched to the County 
of Gloucester in the State of Virginia aforesaid – that he was in no battles, and that he has no 
documentary evidence and that he knows of no person whose testimony he can procure who can 
testify to his service except that of John Clark & James Shelton which is here with exhibited – he 
hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity, except the present, and 
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declares that his name is not on the pension roll of any Agency in any state whatever. 
Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid 
      S/ Austin Hunter 

       
[John Richards and John Underwood gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
Goochland County SS 
 This day John Clark of said County appeared before me a justice of the peace for the said 
County and made oath that in the year 1777 Austin Hunter & this affiant were at the same time 
ordered out as Militia man in the County of Louisa for a tour of duty of two months under the 
command of Captain John Fox & marched from Louisa County to Williamsburg & were there 
under the command of Colonel Pettis, and having performed their tour of duty were relieved by 
other Militia man from the same County. 
 Certified under my hand and seal this 20th day of August 1832 
      S/ Benjamin Anderson 
 
Louisa County August 15th day 1832 
 This is to certify at the request of Mr. Austin Hunter of Goochland County that him or he 
& myself served as Soldiers together in the County of Gloucester in the revolution war & was 
discharged from service but a little time before the surrender of Cornwallis [October 19, 1781] at 
York Town in Virginia, & to the best of my recollection he served as Sergeant on the tower [tour] 
in the date 1781. 
 Sworn to before me a justice of the peace for Louisa County Virginia 
S/ William Shelton    S/ James Shelton1 

      
State of Virginia Goochland County: SS 
 On this 22nd day of May 1833 personally appeared before me George W Harris a Justice 
of the peace in and for the said County Austin Hunter a resident of the County aforesaid and 
being duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following amendment to his 
declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 7, 1832. 
 That he was a Sergeant in the Militia in the Country and continued to be Sergeant when 
called into duty and this without having a warrant at any time.  That he was born in the County 
of Louisa and State aforesaid on the 6th day of June 1761.  That he has seen a family register in 
which his age is set down but has no record of his age, and that he never received a written 
discharge – having always left the service when relieved, without any design of asking for pay – 
 Sworn and subscribed the day and year aforesaid before me 
S/ G W Harris, JP   S/ Austin Hunter 

                                                 
1 James Shelton S10257 
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State of Virginia Goochland County: Personally appeared before me a Justice of the Peace in and 
for the said County John Clarke a resident of the County and State aforesaid aged eighty-seven 
years and as appears to me a credible person, and being duly sworn, deposeth that Austin Hunter 
in the year 1777 or 1778, as well as he can recollect, served a tour of duty of two months from 
the County of Louisa under Captain Fox or Captain Anderson, the other Officers not recollected 
Sworn & subscribed this 11 July 1833 before me 
S/ William J Carter, JP     S/ Jno. Clarke 

        
 
State of Virginia Goochland County: Personally appeared before me John Underwood a Justice 
of the peace in and for the said County, James Shelton Esquire a resident of the County of Louisa 
in the State aforesaid, aged about seventy years and is known to me as a credible person and 
being duly sworn deposeth that Austin Hunter performed a tour of duty as a Sergeant in the 
militia of this state during the revolutionary war in the year 1781 as well as he recollects of about 
two months continuance, was commanded by Captain John Fox of Louisa County the state 
aforesaid where both men then lived.  They marched to some of lower counties of the state from 
the County aforesaid.  The other officers not recollected. 
 Sworn & subscribed before me this 12th July 1833 
S/ John Underwood     S/ James Shelton 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of lifting $2.34 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 
service as a Sergeant for 10 months and 14 days in the Virginia militia.] 


