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Pension application of William Howerton S15469    fHQ19VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    5/5/14 rev'd 6/10/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[HQ Image 323] 
State of Kentucky County of Morgan: SS 
 On this __ day of __ 1834 personally appeared in Court before the Morgan County Court 
now sitting William Howerton a resident of Morgan County and State of Kentucky aged 75 years 
who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in 
order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 7th 1832.  That he entered the 
Service of the United States under the following named officers and served as herein stated. 
 He states he entered the Service of the United States the first of September 1776 under 
the command of Captain Gilbert Christy [Gilbert Christian] – Major Evan Shelby, Colonel 
William Christy [William Christian] and volunteered under a call of the County Colonel, I joined 
the Army at Long Islands on Holston River in Washington County State of Virginia.  We were 
marched from there to the Cherokee Towns on the Tennessee River where we remained some 
time.  We were marched back to Long Islands where we was stationed some 2 or 3 weeks and 
was discharged by our Captain on the first day of January 1777.  I then lived in Washington 
County Virginia. 
 He states he entered the Service of the United States a second time between the 1st & 15th 
of June 1777 as a volunteer under the command of Captain John Looney, Colonel A. Cambell 
[Arthur Campbell].  He joined the Army at Long Islands on Holston River Washington County 
Virginia was then marched to the Cherokee Towns on the Tennessee River where we were 
stationed for some time we was then marched back to Long Island where we was stationed until 
between the 10th & 20th November 
[ Note:  The above page is missing from the Fold3.com version but now does appear in the 
HeritageQuest.com version.  The following transcript was made from the Fold3.com version.] 
….November 1777 & was then discharged when I returned home living in Washington County 
Virginia 
 He states that he again entered the service of the United States as a volunteer in May 
1779 under the command of Captain A. Bowen who was a Captain of the Spies or Rangers on 
the Frontier of Virginia I joined him in Montgomery County Virginia and served with him as a 
Spy or Ranger on the Frontiers for two months and was discharged I then lived in Montgomery 
County Virginia. 
 He states that he again joined the Army of the United States between the first and 10th of 
August 1780 under the command of Captain Abram Trigges [Abram or Abraham Trigg] a 
volunteer Joseph Cloyd was Major, we was Rendezvoused at Chisels Iron Mines [Chiswell's 

http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/


mines] on New River and was immediately marched to within 20 miles of Kings Mountain we 
was then marched to the Shallow Ford of the Adkin River [Yadkin River] in the State of North 
Carolina where we had a battle [October 14, 1780] with a party of Tories who were repulsed we 
Continued there about a week & was then marched home to Montgomery County & discharged 
the last of October 1780. 
 I again joined the Army of the United States as a volunteer on the first of January 1781 
under the command of Captain James Burns Colonel William Preston, Major Joseph Cloyd.  I 
joined the Army in Montgomery County Virginia was immediately marched to Harbards Ferry 
on New River where we were stationed one week thence we marched to Surry Courthouse North 
Carolina thence to the Moravian Towns thence to Guilford Court house North Carolina where I 
was stationed about Ten Days as a scout.  We was then attached to the Army of Pickens [Andrew 
Pickens of South Carolina] & Remained under the Command of General Pickens until the last of 
May when I was discharged from the Command of General Pickens and was marched back home 
to Montgomery County Virginia & was discharged in [indecipherable word]1 by my Captain 
James Burns.  I lived in Washington County Virginia when first entered the Service in the year 
1778 I removed to Montgomery County Virginia where I lived until the year 1810 when I 
removed to Floyd County Kentucky & I now reside in Morgan County Kentucky where I have 
lived for Ten or Twelve years. 
 I have no documentary evidence I know of no person whose Testimony I can procure 
who can Testify to my Services except John Day who statement is here with presented – 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present & 
declares that his name is not on the pension Roll of the Agency of any State. 
       S/ William Howerton, X his mark 
[Joseph Nickell, a clergyman, and John Henry gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
 The deposition of John Day2 a resident of Morgan County State of Kentucky aged 73 
years who is a revolutionary pensioner who after being first duly sworn deposeth & saith that he 
is well acquainted with William Howerton of said County who is an applicant for a pension.  He 
states that he has been acquainted with him ever since the Revolutionary War & for some time 
before. 
 He states that the said William Howerton was at the battle of the Shallow Ford of the 
Adkin River North Carolina in the year 1780 under the command of Captain Abraham Trigg – 
Major Joseph Cloyd, this Deponent being in the same battle. 
 Given under my hand & seal this 6th day of January 1834 
Sworn to & subscribed before me the day & year aforesaid 
S/ John S Oakley, JP MC    S/ John Day, X his mark 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $60 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as 
a private for one year and 6 months in the Virginia service.] 

                                                 

1  
2 John Day (Daye) W3006 
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