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Pension application of John Harvey S10830     f13NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    4/21/11: rev'd 4/20/22 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' or ‘undeciphered’ 
appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials 
pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information 
on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software 
to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention. Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as an 
aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.] 
 
 
[NOTE: the scribe's handwriting is somewhat challenging—use the transcription with care.] 
 
State of Alabama Clarke County 
 On this the first day of July 1833 personally appeared in open court before the Honorable 
Samuel Williamson Judge of the orphans court of Clark County and also Judge of the County 
Court and now sitting as judge of the orphans Court John Harvey resident of said State & County 
aged seventy-two years who being duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the 
following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed the 7th day of 
June 1832. 
 That he entered the Service of Congress and served under the following named officers 
and served as herein stated. 
 That the first Service was in the militia of North Carolina under Captain Golson 
[probably Capt. Charles Gholson]1 as a horseman in the year 1778 the service commenced the 
last of November 1778 and ended sometime in the month of February 1779.  The commanding 
Colonel was __ Litles [probably Lt. Col. Archibald Lytle].  I volunteered in Randolph County 
North Carolina, we then marched into Chatham [County] in the same State to the Barracks that 
was commanded by Litles, from the Barracks in Chatham, we marched to Cumberland County to 
the town of Fayetteville and from there to Duplin old Court House, we returned from there to the 
Barracks where we were discharged, in this term of service I was employed three months. 
 The second tour of service was under Captain William Gray in the militia of Randolph 
County North Carolina and was under Colonel __ Collins [probably Col. John Collier]2 in the 
year 1780.  This service commenced in the month of January 1780 and was employed in the time 
in repelling the inroads of the Tory under Colonel Fanning [David Fanning] we marched through 
Moore, Chatham, Cumberland and was discharged at Colonel Collins' House in the month of 
April 1780 making a term of three months. 
 The third term of service was under Captain Eamon Williams3 of the militia service of 
North Carolina who was commanded by Colonel Anam Befery [probably Col. Andrew Balfour]4  

                                                 
1 The War Department Clerk interpreted this name as Captain Gilson 
2 The Ward Department clerk interpreted this name as Calling 
3 The War Department clerk interpreted this name as Emore or Emove Williams. 
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This service commenced in July 1780 and we were employed three months in the Service & was 
discharged by Colonel Jones Dugn [sic, James Dougan] after the Tories had killed a Colonel 
Anum Belfry [sic, Andrew Balfour]5 – in this service we were horsemen. 
 I hereby relinquish every claim whatsoever to a pension or annuity except the present and 
declare that my name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any State. 
Where and in what year were you born 
 State of North Carolina Randolph County 6 July 1761. 
Have you any record of your age and if so where is it 
 I have none 
Where were you living when called into service where have you lived since the Revolution, and 
where do you now live 
 I was living in Randolph County North Carolina resided in the same County until 1825, 
thence came to Clark County Alabama in 1826 and have resided in said County ever since and is 
now living in said County 
How were you called into service, were you drafted, were you volunteer or did you serve as 
substitute and if a substitute for him 
I volunteered whenever there was a necessity. 
Did you receive a discharge from the Service if so by home was it given and what has become of 
it – 
 I was discharged first by Colonel Litles Same by Colonel Collins then by Colonel James 
Dugan the whole of the discharges are mislaid or lost so that I cannot find them. 
 There is no one living near me who knew me in the Service nor can I produce anyone in 
court to prove the fact. 
 I am known to John Spinks, Christopher Pritchett who resides in the same neighborhood 
with me.  Sworn to & subscribed before me the day and date first written. 
     S/ John Harvey 

     
[Christopher Pritchett, a clergyman, and John Spinks gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $35 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 6 
months service as a cavalryman and 3 months service as an infantryman in the North Carolina 
militia.] 

                                                                                                                                                             

4 The War Department clerk did not attempt to interpret this name 
in his summary of this application. 
5 Balfour was killed at his plantation in Randolph County NC on March 11, 1782 by Tory forces commanded by 
Col. David Fanning. 


