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Pension application of William Shaw R9446    f31SC 
  Transcribed and annotated by Will Graves   rev'd 7/1/26 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' or ‘undeciphered’ 
appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials 
pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information 
on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software 
to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention. Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as an 
aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.] 
 
[p 2] 
South Carolina, York District}  On the first day of August 1836, personally appeared in 
open court before Benjamin Chambers, Judge of the Court of Ordinary for York District, 
William Shaw, a resident of York District, South Carolina, aged Seventy-nine years who being 
first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to 
obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 7th, 1832. 
 That I entered the service of the United States & served as herein after stated. 
 I was born in York County, State of Pennsylvania in the year 1757 & when about four or 
five years old I moved to the State of South Carolina, where I have always resided with the 
exception of about thirteen years, immediately after the close of the war, during which time I 
resided in Green [Greene] County Georgia.  I have a record of my age written in my Father's 
family Bible now in my possession.  I was living in Union District, South Carolina, when first 
called into the service of the United States.  That I entered the service first as a drafted man in a 
troop of cavalry commanded by Lieutenant Story [George Storey] – that we proceeded to 
Augusta in the State of Georgia, where our troops with others under the general command of 
Major (afterwards Colonel) Brandon [Thomas Brandon], we besieged the town of Augusta then 
possessed by the British, Tories & Indians.  That we remained there six weeks when the enemy 
evacuated the town1 & we returned to our homes.  In what particular year I served as above 
stated, I cannot say as from my age I cannot particularly remembered dates, but the history of the 
times will fix the date.  In that service I provided my own horse & arms. 
 That I remained at home until the enemy took the city of Charleston2 in the State of South 
Carolina, when I volunteered as a trooper under the command of Capt. Robert Faries [sic, Robert 
Faris], who acted under the general command of Col. Brandon, and that I served until peace was 
proclaimed & our liberties won.  In this service we marched principally through the upper 
Districts of this State keeping the Tories in check.  I was in four several engagements.  The first 
was at the house of John Thomas in Union District, where a small party of us were attacked by 

                                                 
1  Augusta Georgia taken by Lt. Col. Archibald Campbell: January 31, 1779 

https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/archibald-campbell-1739-1791  
 Campbell did not keep possession of Augusta.  I am guessing that it is this time frame to which the veteran is 

referring 
2 Siege of Charleston.  Charleston fell to the British on May 12, 1780. http://www.myrevolutionarywar.com/battles/800401-
charleston/ & https://allthingsliberty.com/2020/10/britains-last-throw-of-the-dice-begins-the-charlestown-campaign-of-1780/ & 
Carl P. Borick, A Gallant Defense: The Siege of Charleston, 1780, Columbia, University of South Carolina Press, 2003. Concise 
descriptions of the siege of Charleston and other actions mentioned in this paper can be found in the following: Patrick O’Kelley, 
Nothing but Blood and Slaughter, Vol. 2 (Lillington NC: Booklocker.com, 2004). John C. Parker, Jr., Parker’s Guide to the 
Revolutionary War in South Carolina, 4th Ed. (Sumter, SC: harrelsonpress.net, 2022). J. D. Lewis, Carolana.com. 

http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/archibald-campbell-1739-1791
http://www.myrevolutionarywar.com/battles/800401-charleston/
http://www.myrevolutionarywar.com/battles/800401-charleston/
https://allthingsliberty.com/2020/10/britains-last-throw-of-the-dice-begins-the-charlestown-campaign-of-1780/


an overwhelming force of Tories commanded by one Capt. Pat Moore [Patrick Moore].  The 
second Battle I was in was in the same District, where about twenty of our force were attacked 
by a strong party of the enemy commanded by that notorious renegade & Tory Capt. 
Cunningham [William “Bloody Bill” Cunningham] – in which engagement we were defeated.  -- 
the third engagement was in the District of Ninety-Six in this State between about forty Whigs & 
one hundred & twenty Tories commanded by Capt. Pat Moore – we defeated the enemy.  I was 
also in the hard fought & bloody battle at King's Mountain 3 in this District, under the command 
of Capt. Moffett [John Moffett] – where the American force commanded by Cols Williams 
[James Williams], Shelby [Isaac Shelby] & others defeated with great loss, the enemy were 
commanded by Col. Ferguson [Patrick Ferguson].  History informs us that this battle was fought 
7th October 1780.  The whole time I served as a volunteer I cannot precisely say, but can with 
safety & certainty say two years.  I never received a wound.  I have no documentary evidence of 
my services.  I hereby relinquish every claim whatsoever to a pension or annuity except the 
present & declare that my name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any State.  -- Sworn to 
& subscribed the day and year above written in open court. 
S/ Benjm Chambers, J.Y.D. 
      William Shaw 

      
[William Barron and Robert Walker, a clergyman, gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
State of South Carolina, York District 
 Personal examination of William Shaw made in open court before B. Chambers, Judge of 
the Court of Ordinary 1st August 1836: 
Int 1. Where & in what year were you born? 
Ans:  In York County Pennsylvania & in I believe 1757. 
Int. 2: Have you any record of your age? 
Ans: Yes – in my Father's Bible, which is in my possession. 
Int. 3: Where were you living when called into service: where have you lived since the 
revolutionary war & where do you now live? 
Ans: I lived in Union District South Carolina when called into service – after the war was 
concluded, I moved to Georgia, Greene County, where I resided 13 years – I then removed to 
Union District in this state & now resides in York District S. C. 
Int. 4: How were you called into service – were you drafted: did you volunteer – were you a 
substitute & if a substitute for whom? 
Ans: The first month I was drafted.  Afterwards I was always a volunteer. 
Ins. 5. State the names of some of the regular officers which were with the troops where you 
served – such Continental & militia regiments as you can recollect & the general circumstances 
of your services. 
Ans.: At Augusta, I believe Genl Williamson [Andrew Williamson] had the command – Colonel 
Hammond [LeRoy Hammond] his relation4 was also there -- & Col. Twiggs [John Twiggs] of 
Georgia—these time named in addition to what I have named in my declaration. 
Int. 6:  Did you ever receive a discharge from the service? 
Ans: I never received a written one. 
Int. 7: State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood & who 
can testify as to your character for veracity & their belief of your services as a soldier of the 
                                                 
3  https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_battle_of_kings_mountain.html  
4 Hammond was Williamson's brother-in-law, the two men's wives being sisters. 

https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_battle_of_kings_mountain.html


revolution. 
Ans: As to my character for veracity, I could readily refer to my whole neighborhood – but I'll 
refer particularly to William Barron & Robert Walker.  In Union District S.C. I am satisfied that 
Henry Story, James Story, Matthew Patton, Joseph Means, John Means & James Means well 
know my services as we were together in the same service.  Some of them may be dead but they 
were alive about eighteen years ago.  Sworn to & subscribed in open court. 
Benjm Chambers, J. Y. D. 
      William Shaw 
 
[p 23: Copy of the petition veteran filed with the State of SC for a state pension together with 
supporting affidavits.  The text has been conformed to the original documents posted in South 
Carolina Audited Accounts file #6912.  See below] 
South Carolina York District:  
 To the Honorable the Speaker and other members of the House of Representatives of 
South Carolina. 
 The Humble petition of William Shaw sheweth unto your Honorable Body that he is now 
Sixty Seven years of age & is a poor man.  That his wife is now an aged & infirm [woman], that 
he has a son afflicted with the fits, and who is unable to render himself any assistance, that his 
dependence is on his two daughters for his family’s Support, and that one of them is infirm. 
 Your petitioner has stated these facts simply to Shew to your Honorable Body, that aid 
from his country has not been ask’d until necessitated to do so.  He now begs leave to Shew to 
your Honorable body, that during the Revolutionary war he was engaged in the defense of his 
Country, that about three months before the fall of Charleston he entered the service of this State, 
under Lieutenant George Story, in the Battalion of Major Brannon [Thomas Brandon], that at 
that time he was out about three months, that he then went under Capt. James Crawford Still 
commanded by Major Brannon, but who was this time promoted to Colonel—that  he was under 
Capt. Crawford Some what over one year, then he went out under Capt. John Moffet [John 
Moffett] in the Regiment commanded by Colonel Bratton [William Bratton], that he remained in 
the service under Moffet, some thing over one year, 
 Your petitioner was at the battle of Kings Mountain in the district of York, in the 
skirmish over Lawson's Fork5 Union district at Col. Thomas's, two skirmishes in Georgia, that he 
received no wound, that at the battle at Kings Mountain, your petitioner was able to Shew a 
hunting shirt struck with Several Balls, and nothing but a kind & over ruling providence 
preserved his life. 
 He states to your Honorable Body that he never received any Compensation for his 
Services, never having ask’d any or presenting any Claim against the State. 
 He prays your Honorable Body to take his Case into Consideration, & allow him Such an 
amount, as you in your wisdom & Charity may think him entitled to or Grant him a pension. 
      (Signed) Wm Shaw 

      6 
 Mr. Shaw being duly’s foreign Saith the above petition is Strictly true Sworn to and 
Subscribed this 8th day of August 1825 
before me 
A. McWhorter Q.U    Wm Shaw 

                                                 
5 https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_lawsons_fork.html  
6 Signatures taken from the original of the petition as filed in the South Carolina Audited Accounts file #6912 

https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_lawsons_fork.html


 
John Forbes7 being sworn he knows William Shaw that the facts as stated in this petition as 
relates to Mr. Shaw's family is correct.  That he knows he was a real Whig, he and all his family, 
That he knows he was in the service: That he saw him at Orangeburg sometime after the capture 
of Charleston.  That he was then in Col. Brandon's Regiment deponent says he is satisfied Mr. 
Shaw deserves well of his Country .  Sworn to and subscribed this 8th of August 1825 
      (signed) John Forbes 

       
Joseph Black says he knows Mr. William Shaw, that the facts stated as to his family he knows to 
be true.  He also knows he was a Whig, that he knows he was at the battle of Kings Mountain & 
he knows that Mr. Shaw was a real Whig & his family so called.  Deponent knew one of his 
brothers who was a Whig.  Deponent says he is satisfied Mr. Shaw deserves well of his Country.  
Sworn to & subscribed the 8th day of August 1825 
      (signed) Joseph Black 

        
 
[p 11: On May 13, 1853 in Your District South Carolina, Gilbert Shaw, son of William Shaw, 
filed a claim seeking to collect the pension that would have been due his father as a federal 
pensioner being the difference between what his father received of his state pension and what he 
was entitled to receive under the federal pension laws.] 
 
South Carolina Audited Accounts8 relating to William Shaw  pp 15 
Audited Account No. 6912 
  Transcribed and annotated by Will Graves   7/1/26 
 
[p 2] 
[No.] 3115  No. 112 
[Book] X  22nd June 86 [1786] 
William Shaw for Militia Duty in Brandon’s Regiment since the fall of Chs. ton [Charleston] per 
Anderson’s [Col. Robert Anderson’s] Return [not extant], Amounting to 
 [old South Carolina] Currency £58.0.0 
     Sterling £8.5.8 ½ 
Exd. J. Mc. A. G. [Examined by] John McCall, Auditor General] 
 
Sir if my account against the publick has passed into an indent please to Deliver it to the Bearer 
Hugh Meanes [sic] & You will oblige your Humble St. 
      William Shaw 

       
                                                 
7 Probably the same man as John Forbes R3645 
8  The South Carolina Audited Accounts (AAs) are now available online at http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/.  To find the AA 

for a specific person, click on the Just take me to the search page link, then enter the person’s surname first in the “Full 
name” box followed by a comma and the person’s Christian name.  The number behind the ‘pp’ indicates the number of 
pages in the file and the ‘Audited Account No.’ is the actual Account Number assigned by the South Carolina Archives. 

https://revwarapps.org/r3645.pdf
http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/


To the Commissioners of the Treasury of 
So. Carolina 
the 17th of January 1786 
test John Birdsong, JP 
 
Rec’d 27 June 1786, full Satisfaction for the within in an indent No. 3115, X per order 
      Hugh Means 

       
 
[p 3:  Restatement of the veteran’s service as set forth above except in a slightly different 
format.] 
 
[p 4] 
No. 408 Book L 
Mr. William Shaw his Account of 30 days Militia Duty amounting to 
 £4.5.8 ½ Stg. [Sterling] 
Exd. W.R. [Examined by William Roach9] 
J. Mc. A.G. [approved by] John McCall, Auditor General] 
 
X 1604 Willm. Shaw Wagon Hire £3.14.3 ¼ Sterling 
 
[p 5] 
Gentlemen Please to Deliver my principal and Special Indents to Mr. Adam Potter and you will 
oblige your Humble Servant 
    Wm Shaw 

     
Test 
Zachariah Bullock, JP 
 
So. Carolina to William Shaw     Dr. [Debtor] 
for personal Service Done under Capt. John Moffet in 
Col. Bratton’s [William Bratton’s] Regiment 
[illegible text]        £   S   d 
          21.5 [text missing] 
  per John Moffett Cap. 

  
 
[p 6] 
71 York 52 
Petition of John Shaw praying for a pension 
Pensions 
                                                 
9 See SCAA 5023 p 2 



Report in favor 
T Williams, Jr. 
 
[pp 7-8:  Petition and supporting affidavits as transcribed above] 
 
[p 9] 
December 8, 1826 
In the house of Representatives 
12 December 1826 
Report of committee on pensions on the petition of Mr. John Wm Shaw  
in favor 
Resolved that the house do agree with the Report 
orders that it be sent to the Senate for concurrence 
By order of the House 
R Anderson, CHR 
To Senate Tomorrow 
 
[pp 10-15:  Administrative documents reflecting the payment to William Shaw of an annuity of 
$60 with the 1st voucher being dated June 5, 1828, and the last voucher dated made 31, 1834.] 


