
Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters 
 

Pension application of John Robinson R8907    f20VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     7/13/12 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of Kentucky County of Jefferson: SS 
 On this 30th day of April A.D. 1851 before me W. Ramsay a Notary Public in and for the 
County and State aforesaid personally appeared Jesse Robinson who being duly sworn according 
to law declares – 
 That he is the Administrator of the estate of John Robinson deceased late of Shelby 
County and State of Kentucky and formally a soldier in the War of the Revolution under General 
Washington, Virginia Continental Line, That he was raised in Rockingham County Virginia, from 
which place he went into the service.  That his said father died in Shelby County Kentucky (John 
Robinson deceased aforesaid) – on or about the 1st day of June A.D. 1833 at the age of 77 years 
– That he was married to his mother Biddy Robinson in Fayette County Kentucky in or about the 
year of our Lord 1784, at the age of 28 years – That his Mother's name before her said marriage 
was Biddy Custer.  His father and mother were both born in the same year 1756 – that his said 
mother Biddy Robinson died in Shelby County aforesaid on or about the middle of October A.D. 
1815.  He also swears that he has often heard his father John Robinson aforesaid speak of his 
services in the War – and remembers to have heard him say that he served two separate tours but 
does not remember the length of service, thinks he was drafted both times, = He remembers also 
to have heard him say that his term of service expired on the same day that Lord Cornwallis 
surrendered to General Washington [October 19, 1781].  He also states that he has no 
documentary Evidence in support of his claim.  He also remembers to have heard his Father say 
that he was entitled to a Pension from the Government of the United States on account of his 
Military services in the War of the Revolution. 
     S/ Jesse Robinson 

      
Witness 1. S/ O. Cave 
   2. S/ H. Scearee  He also states that Squire C. Robinson aged 58 years and 
Jesse Robinson aged 56 years are the only surviving children of John Robinson deceased and 
Biddy Robinson. 
     S/ Jesse Robinson 
 
[Note: This file also contains what appears to be documentation relating to an entirely different 
veteran by the name of John Robinson.  There is a letter dated April 27, 1857 addressed from 
Salem, Livingston County Kentucky from Joseph D Barker to Josiah Minot, then the 
Commissioner of pensions, on behalf of a client named Joseph Robinson, upwards of 70 years of 
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age, who claims to be the son of John Robinson, a revolutionary war soldier.  Barker says that 
Joseph Robinson is the only surviving heir of his father.  That Joseph can prove his father's 
services by an uncle now living who is considerably upwards of 80 years old and an aunt who 
can also prove his services and identify his father.  Barker says he is enclosing a paper from the 
Comptroller of South Carolina showing considerable service by a man by the name of John 
Robinson.  That paper is not in this file.] 


