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Pension application of William Porter R8356    f27NC 
  Transcribed and annotated by Will Graves  9/16/09: rev'd 5/21/24 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' or ‘undeciphered’ 
appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials 
pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information 
on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software 
to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention. Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as an 
aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.] 
 
[p 2] 
State of North Carolina  
Buncombe County} On this 1st day of August personally appeared before Thomas T. Patton and 
E. Hightower two acting Justices of the peace for the County of Buncombe William Porter and 
states his age 73 years on the 10th of January last who being first duly sworn according to law 
doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of 
Congress passed June 7th 1832. 
 That he entered the Army of the United States in the year 1780 in the month of November 
as he believes under Captain Forbush [Arthur Forbis] as a substitute for William Duke a three 
months tour in the County of Guilford in said State.  Joined the Army under General Green [sic, 
Nathanael Greene] and served with him as follows.  The Army retreated to Dan River in Virginia.  
Thence back to Guilford Court house at which place he was put on the Baggage guard & was not 
in the battle [March 15, 1781]1 & the American Army then retreated across Dan River into 
Virginia where he had marched to Camden under General Greene and his three months expired 
as a substitute he was kept two months longer in this tour but was not a substitute after the three 
months expired: at Camden he was placed on the Purrey [? privy or survey? ]2 Guard and kept 
that station during the battle [Hobkirk’s Hill, April 25, 1781]3 against Lord Rawdon and marched 
the prisoners from Camden to Charlotte North Carolina, from thence to Salisbury at which place 
he got his discharge in the month of April as he believes which is now lost or mislaid, after 
serving five months at this time.  He again was drafted by Captain John McAdoo [sic, John 
McAdow] for three months and was commanded by Colonel Pacely [sic, John Paisley], this he 
thinks was in October in 1781; Colonel Pacely was pursuing Colonel Fannon [sic, David 
Fanning] (who was Colonel of the Tories) he pursued the Tories and frequently had scrimmages 
with the Tories, but did not take Colonel Fanning prisoner he served out this tour of three months 
and did not get any written discharge, and returned home.  After staying at home a short time he 
volunteered for two months in the company of Cavalry commanded by Captain McAdoo and 
Col. Pacely.  He was engaged this two months against the Tories in Guilford, Orange, Randolph 

                                                
1 https://www.carolana.com/NC/Revolution/revolution_battle_of_guilford_courthouse.html  

2  
3 https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_battle_of_hobkirks_hill.html  
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and Chatham Counties, destroying their houses and routing them on all occasions.  He served out 
this two months which was in the winter of 1781 & 2 and returned home, received no written 
discharge for this two months and never got any except a verbal discharge from my Captain.  He 
served two months in the Revolution.  He lived the greater part of his [word missing] in Guilford 
County and then moved to Burke County where he lived twenty five years and now lives in 
Buncombe County in said State and have lived here two years. 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatsoever to a pension or annuity except the present 
and declares his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any State. 
Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid 
S/ Thomas T. Patton, JP 
      S/ William Porter, P his mark 
S/ E. Hightower, JP 
[Thomas T. Patton and E. Hightower gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[p 26] 
State of North Carolina Buncombe County: This day personally appeared before me the Thomas 
T. Patton an acting justice of the peace in and for the said County William Robinson4 who having 
been by me duly sworn States on his oath that William Porter whose declaration is hereunto 
attached did join the Army of the United States with him and served with him under General 
Green as a soldier, and that he was duly discharged according to law, but does not recollect the 
dates -- 
Given under my hand and seal 23rd day October A.D. 1834 
S/ Thomas T. Patton, JP 
    S/ Wm Robinson 

    
 
[p 6: Alexander Porter of Buncombe County gave a power of attorney dated February 29, 1852 
seeking the pension due his father William Porter for his services as a revolutionary soldier under 
the act of June 7th 1832. 

] 
 
[p 24: A certificate given by the North Carolina Comptroller showing payments made to a 
Captain William Porter during the revolutionary war.  I think these statements are very unlikely 
to relate to this claimant since this claimant makes no reference to ever having served as a 
Captain.  I believe these payments relate to Capt. (later Lt. Col.) William Porter of Rutherford 
County Regiment of NC militia.  See. 
https://www.carolana.com/NC/Revolution/nc_patriot_military_captains.html ] 

                                                
4 William Robison (Robinson) W18821 
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