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Pension application of Richard O'Brien1 R7751 Elizabeth Maria f8VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     12/12/12 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
[Note: There are no applications in this file.  What little documentation as said slight on the 
possible nature of the claim is transcribed below.] 
 
    New York June 10, 1851 
  James E Heath Esquire, Commissioner of Pensions 
 Sir 
 Enclosed I send you papers on the half of Elizabeth Maria O'Brien widow of Richard 
O'Brien for a pension on account of services performed by her husband in the Virginia Navy 
during the War of the Revolution.  I have made out the proofs correct as I think according to the 
pension laws – 
 Please examine the papers and communicate with me in the matter – 
 If you should find any error or defect in the papers which can be supplied or corrected 
please advise me & oblige 

Yours Respectfully 
S/ F. Sayre 

Attorney for E. M. O'Brien 
13 Beekman St. 

 
     Brooklyn January 13/52 
 Mr. Samuel Annan the Bearer is my authorized agent for the recovery of claims for my 
Father the late Captain Richard O'Brien for Revolutionary Services in the Virginia State Navy he 
is authorized in my behalf to have access to all books and papers respecting said claim as I would 
be entitled to and the usages of the Department allow. 
   Geo. A. O'Brien 
   one of the Heirs 
   And eldest Son 
PS And also to attend to application for the Pension 
 S/ G. A. O'Brien 

                                                 
1 VA Sea Service & VA Half Pay 
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