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[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 2] 
State of Kentucky County of Rockcastle 
 On the 15th day of November 1852 personally appeared before me the undersigned, an 
acting Justice of the peace in and for the County and State above mentioned: Benejah Nordyke 
aged 87 a resident of the County of Lincoln and State aforesaid who being first duly sworn 
according to law -- doth on his oath subscribe to the following declaration in order to obtain the 
benefit of the provision made by the act of Congress passed June 7th, 1832 or such acts as will 
Govern the case. 

That he entered the service of the United States in the war of the Revolution under the 
following named officers -- and served as herein stated while he was a resident of the County of 
Wilkes in the State of Georgia -- in the year 1779 -- 1780 -- 1781 -- 1782 -- a volunteer soldier 
and served in all at different periods the rise of 18 months -- that from loss of memory and old 
age he may mistake in the exact name of some of his officers -- he served under Capt. Phillips of 
Col. Philips or Phelps Regiment was also under Col. William Downes -- was under Capt. Dunn -
- & Capt. Haggans or Higgins -- was under Capt. Kerr [?] was also in Col. Few's [Benjamin 
Few’s] Regiment (during said service was in the engagement at the Battle of Kittle [sic, Kettle] 
Creek1 was at the engagement at the Siege of Augusta -- at the time Col. Brown a British officer 
was besieged by Col. Lee),2 the name of some of his companions in arms was Isaac Stuart -- 
James Philips, Grarinure [?] Stuart, Daniel McKoy -- was a Drum Major (Capt. Josiah Dunn was 
killed at the battle of Kettle Creek -- that after serving out the full terms for which he volunteered 
was honorably discharged at Philips Forest in Georgia -- that his discharges have long since been 
lost -- so they cannot be found -- that the reason he makes this declaration in Rockcastle County 
it is more convenient for him and from old age and infirmity -- is not well able to attend court -- 
it being some 10 miles distant to the courthouse -- from his residence in Lincoln County 
Kentucky -- the reason he has not before applied for a pension, that he thought every man ought 
to labor for his living -- while he was able -- that Freedom was sufficient pay for him while he 
could work, and now he has grown old -- have concluded to avail himself of the benefit of the 
pension laws -- that he has never before applied for a pension -- that his name is on no pension 
List -- and knows of no living witness who served with him by which he can prove his service -- 
and most respectfully refers the department of the U.S. to the rolls on file in said department for 
                                                 
1 Kettle Creek February 14, 1779 https://www.myrevolutionarywar.com/battles/790214-kettle-creek/  
2 Siege of Augusta (second/Clarke) [May 22-June 6, 1781] http://www.myrevolutionarywar.com/battles/810522-
augusta/ 
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his name being involved under the different officers, companies under whom he served -- and to 
the proof hereto annexed and that he is the identical man that served as before stated -- all of 
which is herewith submitted. 

    S/ Benejah Nordyke, X his mark 
[p 9:  on December __, 1852 in Lincoln County Kentucky, Moses Foley,73, a clergyman, gave a 
supporting affidavit as to the reputation of the veteran as such.  The affiant states he has known 
the veteran for 50 years.] 
 
[p 13:  December 13, 1852 and Rockcastle County Kentucky, Elizabeth Pitts, 62, gave a 
supporting affidavit.] 
 
[p 16:  On November 15, 1852 in Rockcastle County Kentucky, Nathan Smith, 60, gave a 
supporting affidavit.] 


