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Pension application of William Mitchell R7281  Rachel Mitchell f32NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    5/10/09: rev'd 4/25/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of North Carolina Bertie County 
 On this the 19th day of August 1843 personally appeared before the Court of Pleas & 
Quarter Sessions for the County & State aforesaid Rachel Mitchell a resident of said County & 
state, Aged about 77 years who being first duly sworn according to law doth on her oath make 
the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provision made by the act of 
Congress passed July 4th 1836 that she is the widow of William Mitchell who was a private in 
the war of the Revolution.  She further declares that she was married to the said William Mitchell 
she believes in 1783, that her husband the aforesaid William Mitchell died the 13th day of 
August 1793 and that she has remained a widow ever since that period as will more fully appear 
by reference to the proof hereto annexed. 
 Sworn to & subscribed on the day and year above written before the said Court in open 
Court this the 19th of August 1843. 
      S/ Rachel Mitchell, X her mark 
S/ Jon. S. Taylor, Clk 
 
[p 6: On September the 22nd, 1852 in Berkeley County North Carolina Sarah Jernigan, 64, and 
Rachel Mitchell, 58, filed a power of attorney in which they state they are the children of 
William and Rachel Mitchell; that their mother Rachel Mitchell died on May eight, 1847.] 
 
[p 7] 
  The evidence of John White1 
Questions to Mr. White 
 You receive a pension from the United States for revolutionary services?  I received eight 
dollars per month under the act of Congress of 1818.  Did you know William Mitchell whose 
widow now before you is an applicant for a pension for her late husband's services in the 
Revolutionary war?  I did.  What services did he perform in the Revolution?  He was a private 
and served with me for the space of three years or more, under various officers & regiments, a 
part of the time he was in the 10th Regiment & when we got our discharge we belonged to Capt. 
John Baker's company.  Do you know when he entered the service?  I do not, I have an imperfect 
memory.  He first I think volunteered and afterwards enlisted and served a considerable time.  
Where were you during the War?  We were at West Point, Trenton, Philadelphia & many other 

                                                 
1 John White S42067 
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places: How old are you?  I am about 85.  Do you know Rachel Mitchell?  I do & that she is the 
widow of the said William Mitchell and has never since the death of her husband been married.  
You have always resided in this County?  I have. 
       S/ John White, X his mark 
Witness: S/ Willie G. Clary, JP 
 
[p 9: Henry Cobb, 85, gave an affidavit dated February 23, 1843 in Bertie County in support of 
the application of Rachel Mitchell for a widow’s pension in which he states his knowledge as to 
the marriage of William Mitchell to Rachel; he states that they were married by David Stone 
Esquire, the father of the late Judge Stone; and he also states that William Mitchell was reputed 
in the neighborhood to have been a soldier of the revolution.  He signed with his mark.] 
 
[p 20: On September 18, 1854 in Bertie County North Carolina, Sarah Jernigan, 67, and Rachel 
Coward, 63, made a declaration seeking whatever benefits were due their father under the 1832 
act; they state that they are the only surviving children of William Mitchell a revolutionary war 
soldier; that their father died August 13th, 1793 which death is recorded in a family testament; 
and that Rachel Mitchell the widow of William Mitchell and their mother died May eight, 1847.  
They both signed with their respective marks.] 


