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Pension application of Charles Merrill (Merrell) R7126 Elizabeth Merrill   f9NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     4/28/09: rev'd 4/7/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Alabama Marshall County 
 On this 25th day of September 1843 personally appeared before the Subscriber an acting 
Justice of the peace in and for the County & State aforesaid Elizabeth Merrill wife & relict of 
Charles Merrill deceased who first being duly sworn according to law doth on her oath make the 
following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provision made by the Acts of 
Congress passed 7th of July 1838 and the 23rd of August 1842 granting pensions to widows of 
persons who served during the Revolutionary War.  That she is the widow of Charles Merrill who 
was a soldier of the Revolutionary War but how long he served she is not now able to declare.  
She only knows of one person in this country who was known to the Service of her Husband 
(viz.) Peter Headrick,1 & he lives 200 miles off from her residence.  She also declares that she 
was married to the said Charles Merrill on the 23rd day of May 1783.  That her husband the 
aforesaid Charles Merrill died on or about the 14th 1822 [sic, no month stated].  That she was not 
married to him prior to his leaving the Service but the marriage took place previous to the first of 
January 1794) viz.) at the time above stated.  She further declares that she is still a widow.  She 
hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present & that her 
name is not on any pension roll of the agency of any State in the Union. 
Sworn to & subscribed on the day & year above written before 
S/ Jesse Upton, JP 
     S/ Elizabeth Merrill, X her mark 
In addition to the above She also declares that she is totally unable from age & infirmity of 
attending a Court of Record as is required if able. 
     S/ Elizabeth Merrill, X her mark 
[Isaac Moore and William A. Sibley gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
[John Cunningham of Cherokee County Alabama gave an affidavit stating that he was acquainted 
with Charles Merrill and his wife Elizabeth Merrill in the state of North Carolina in Roan [sic, 
Rowan] County; that Charles Merrill had the reputation of being a revolutionary war soldier in 
the neighborhood in which he lived; that Charles and Elizabeth world lawfully married.  He also 
states: "I also further declare that Charles Merrill was a son of Benjamin Merrill who was hung 
by the British at Hillsboro North Carolina."] 

                                                 
1 POSSIBLY a reference to Peter Headrick (Hedrick, Hederick) W11288 
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