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Pension application of Benjamin Mays (Mayes)' R7054  Leutitia (Lutitia) Mays fA4VA
Transcribed and annotated by Will Graves 4/1/13: rev'd 7/17/24

[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the
database. Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made. Corrections or
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes. Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me. The word ‘illegible’ or ‘indecipherable’ or ‘undeciphered’
appearing in brackets indicates that at the time | made the transcription, | was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question. Only materials
pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information
on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate’ affidavits and attestations related solely to
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted. | use speech recognition software
to make all my transcriptions. Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to
catch all misinterpretations. Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8" of June 1786." Please call material errors or omissions to my
attention. Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as an
aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.]

[p 41]
State of North Carolina Iredell County: August Session A.D. 1832

On this 25 day of August 1832 personally appeared in Open Court before Court of Pleas
and Quarter Session of said County now sitting Benjamin Mays a resident of Iredell County and
state of North Carolina aged 75 years who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his
oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed
June 7, 1832.

That he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers and
served as herein stated.

That he entered the service of the United States in Albemarle County Virginia by draft for
one month under Capt. Baninger and served in the same County. His next service was under
Capt. Samuel Hickenbotham [Samuel Higginbotham] at Richmond in the State of Virginia. This
was about two months. His next tour was at New Glasgow in the State of Virginia and thinks it
was about 8 or 10 days. His next tour was at York in the State of Virginia where he was at the
time of Siege of Cornwallis [Yorktown, October 19, 1781], his service was performed under
Capt. Woodruff and was as well as he recollects about two months and a half at this time. He is
certain that he served more than six months. He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a
pension or annuity except the present, and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the
agency of any State. He has no documentary evidence and that he knows of no person whose
testimony he can procure who can testify to his service except those who are annexed.

He was born in Stafford County Virginia in the year 17572 and has a record of his age in

! See N. A. Acc. No. 874 No. 050 113 — Not Half Pay Benjamin Mays

2 Here the veteran begins to answer the 7 interrogatories promulgated by the War Department to be put to each
applicant for a pension. Those 7 interrogatories were as follows:

1% Where and in what year were you born?

2" Have you any record of your age and if so where is it?

3" Where were you living when called into service: where have you lived since the Revolutionary War and where
do you now live?

4™ How were you called into service; were you drafted; did you volunteer or were you a substitute, and if a
substitute, for whom?

5" State the names of some of the regular officers who were with the troops where you served, such Continental and
militia regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of your service.

6" Did you ever receive a discharge from the service, and if so, by whom was it given and what has become of it?
7" State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood and who can testify as to your
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a Bible in his possession. He was living in Amherst County Virginia at the time he entered the
service & since then has removed about the year 1799 to Iredell County North Carolina where he
now lives, that he was called into service in the manner above stated, and served under Col.
Gaines in his last service, and when at Richmond he was under Gen. Muhlenberg.®
He refers to James Mays and David Hair.
Received one or more discharges but has lost them all as his house was burned.

S/ Benjamin Mays
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[David Hair & James Mays gave the standard supportlng affldawt and James Mays "further
states that he recollects that during the Revolutionary War, Benjamin Mays was frequently called
into the Service of the Country — That this witness assisted in taking care of his family and crop
of Benjamin whilst he was absent — that he does believe that Benjamin's Services amounted in all
29 months or upwards."
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[p 3]
State of North Carolina Iredell County:

This day personally appeared Benjamin Mays before me the Subscribing Justice of the
peace in and for the County aforesaid and being sworn in due form of law doth upon his oath
make the following additional declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provision made by
the act of Congress passed the 7" day of June 1832.

He deposeth and saith that by reason of old age and the consequent loss of memory he
cannot swear positively as to the precise length of his service but to the best of his recollection he
served not less than the periods mentioned below and in the following grades:

His first tour was in the foot under Capt. Ballinger he was drafted and assisted in
guarding the British in Albemarle County Virginia he thinks it was about the year 1777 shortly
after the capture of Burgoyne one month. His second tour was in the foot under Capt.
Higginbotham and was spent in a Station at Richmond in Virginia this service to the best of his
recollection was in the year 1780. He understood that Gen. Muhlenberg had the command at that
place. This service was for two months & 10 [days] at least. His third tour was in the foot under
Capt. Higginbotham and Col. Gaines at New Glasgow in Virginia in the early part of the year
1781 10[days]. His fourth tour was under Captain Woodruff and Colonel Gaines at the time of
the Siege of York Colonel Gains commanded the Regiment. He assisted until the surrender of
Cornwallis altogether in 1781 2 [months] 15 [days]

and for such service | claim a pension 6 [months] 5 [days]

He hereby relinquishes all claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and
he declares that his name is not on the pension Roll of the agency of any State.

He was born in Stafford County Virginia in the year 1757
He has a record of his age in his Bible in his possession.

character for veracity and their belief in your services as a soldier in the revolution.
¥ BLW1t1495-850 Peter Muhlenberg



https://revwarapps.org/blwt1495-850.pdf

He was living in Amherst County Virginia at the time he was called into Service and continued to
live there until the year 1799 when he removed to Iredell County North Carolina where he still
lives.
He says that the Militia were classed in two classes and that he served when his class was
required.
He is unacquainted with the Regular officers except Gen. Muhlenberg above mentioned was a
Regular Officer.
He thinks he had one or more discharges but his house was once burned and many of his papers
destroyed therein.
He thinks Captain Woodruff gave him a discharge but if so it was either burned or has been
otherwise lost.
He refers to James Mays and David Hair.
Sworn to and subscribed this 22" day of May 1833 before me
S/ J. Campbell, JP

S/ Benjamin Mayes
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[p 6: Power of attorney dated December 4, 1851 given by Leutitia May [sic] of Davidson County
North Carolina as the widow of Benjamin May [sic]. She signed with her mark.]

[Note: The file does not contain any formal application made by the widow.]

[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20.55 per annum commencing March 4, 1831, for service
as a private for 6 months and 5 days in the Virginia militia. His widow was denied a pension.]

[From Virginia Half-Pay record on Fold3.com]
https://www.fold3.com/image/616519183/mays-benjamin-page-4-us-virginia-half-pay-pension-
application-files-1778-1875

[p 4: summary]

Mays, Benjamin

Iredell County, N. C.

He died May 25, 1835, and his son, James, claimed his pension.
Two children were living in 1852, James Mays and Martha Gay.

[p 6]
State of Alabama
County of Randolph}

Be it known that before me the undersigned a Justice of the peace duly authorized by law
to administer oaths within and for the County aforesaid personally appeared James Mays and
made oath in due form of law that he is the son of the identical Benjamin Mays who drew a
pension under act of Congress of March 4, 1831 and is now dead at the rate of $20.55 per annum
on account of the Revolutionary services of Benjamin Mays

That he makes this affidavit for the purpose of obtaining of said pension under act 1832
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James Mays

Sworn to and subscribed on the 15" day o'f‘Sepfe;rh-bér-1852 before me
Harris Stephens, Justice of the Peace

State of Alabama
County of Randolph}
On this the 14 day of September 1852 personally appeared before me the undersigned a Justice
of the peace duly authorized by law to administer oaths in and for the County aforesaid Loretto
Morrison and Elizabeth Gay and made oath in due form of law that they were personally
acquainted with Benjamin Mays deceased Revolutionary pensioner formerly of Iredell County
State of North Carolina and late of Iredell County North Carolina that he drew a pension at the
rate of $20.55 per annum that he was at the time of his death a resident of Iredell County North
Carolina that he died on the 25™ day of May 1835 and that there now survives the following
named children to which James Mays and Martha Gay.

Loretto Morrison, X her mark

Elizabeth Gay

[Note: the same 2 women testified that they were present at the funeral of Benjamin Mays in
Iredell County North Carolina that the minister who officiated at the funeral was Paul fifer who
has since died.]

[p 8: On September 14, 1852 in Randolph County Alabama, James Mays and Martha Gay
executed a power of attorney appointing J. B. True as their attorney to pursue their claim against
the government of the United States for the arrears of pension due them as the heirs of Benjamin
Mays.




