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Pension application of Robert McKay R6745 Jeanette McKay  f18NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    2/13/09: rev'd 1/18/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 5] 
State of North Carolina County of Iredell 
On this 12th day of May 1852 personally appeared before me one of the acting Justices of the 
Peace in and for said County, Jeanette McKay aged 81 years a resident of the County and State 
aforesaid who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on her oath make the following 
Declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provisions made by the Act of Congress passed 
July 7th, 1838 entitled, "An act granting half pay and pensions to certain widows." 
 That she is the widow of Robert McKay who was in the Revolutionary War.  That he 
entered the service of the United States while he resided in what was then called Rowan County 
State of North Carolina as a North Carolina Militiaman and was gone three months -- afterwards 
he returned home and was again called into service for two months -- during these tours of two 
and three months, she does not now recollect who was his Captain or General or any of the 
circumstances or events that transpired at that time -- but that afterwards or about the year 1779 
he entered the service as a Volunteer in the North Carolina Militia under Capt. James Purvines 
[sic, James Purviance] Commanded by Col. Brevard [Hugh Brevard] and General William 
Davidson [William Lee Davidson] -- and was gone for near three years during which time he 
never came home -- but was she thinks in the field or garrison service all the time.  The only 
battle she remembers her husband the aforesaid Robert McKay having been in was the battle at 
Beatties Ford on the Catawba River in State aforesaid where his Commanding General William 
Davidson was killed in the month of February 1781 [Cowan’s Ford, February 1, 1781].  That he 
marched mostly through North and South Carolina -- but being old and infirm she cannot now 
remember any more of the Particulars concerning her husband's services and she knows of no 
living witness or any Documentary evidence she can procure by which to prove or substantiate 
her Declaration.  She further declares that sometime in the year 1783 the month she does not 
remember -- her husband the aforesaid Robert McKay returned home to what was then called 
Rowan County -- that after his return some years -- or on the 13th of December 1788 she was 
married to him by License issued from the Clerk of the County Court of Rowan by one Esquire 
Purvines and that her husband the aforesaid Robert McKay died on the 11th day of October 1825 
and that she has remained and still is a widow.  She further declares that she has reason to believe 
that a pension is due her on account of the services of her husband the aforesaid Robert McKay 
deceased and that she is directly interested in the same and to substantiate her claim relies upon 
the proof here with adduced by her authorized attorney and the generosity of our government. 
 Sworn to and subscribed on this the day and year last above mentioned Before me 
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S/ J. H. Scruggs, JP 
     S/ Jeanette McKay, X her mark 
 
[p 3, marriage bond license dated December 13, 1788 issued in Rowan County North Carolina 
for the marriage of Robert McKay to Jeanette McIntosh: Robert McKay and Robert McKay 
being the bondsmen.] 
 
[p 15] 
Robert Mackay a private Having completed his Term of Service (nine Months) in the 5th 
Battalion, agreeable to Act of Assembly, is hereby discharged and is entitled to all the Privileges 
specified in the Act of Assembly for completing the Continental Battalions of North Carolina. 
 Given under my Hand, this 10th day of August 1779. 
 S/ Ja Thackston, Lt. Col. Comdr. 

 


