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Pension application of James Crier R6720 Martha McGinney1  fn27SC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     6/8/11 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of South Carolina Georgetown District 
 On this first day of November 1838, personally appeared before James Smith Esquire 
Justice of the Quorum Mrs. Martha McGinney a resident of the Town of Georgetown in the 
district and State aforesaid, who will be seventy-nine years of age the 17th Instant and who, 
being first sworn according to law, doth, on her oath, make the following declaration in order to 
obtain the benefit of the provision made by the Act of Congress passed July 4th 1836, and the act 
explanatory of said act passed March 3rd 1837: That she was married to James Crier who was a 
volunteer in the Revolutionary War.  He entered the service just before the British invaded 
Charleston, remained in the service about two years when he was killed in battle.  This deponent 
cannot designate the particular battle in which Mr. Crier was killed for he was in service under 
General Marion's command and the partizan warfare conducted by that distinguished officer, that 
his followers into such frequent & numerous engagements with the enemy that it is impossible to 
say in what particular engagement or on what particular field Mr. Crier was killed.  Certain it is, 
however, that he died in the defense of his country, and was universally reputed a brave and 
fearless soldier.  Mr. Crier was a resident of Georgetown in this State – the present residence of 
this deponent at the time he entered the service.  He was at one time attached to Captain Snipes' 
Company & had another and subsequent period to Captain Singleton's Company, of which he 
was a member when he was killed.  She further declares that she was married to the said James 
Crier in 1777, the month not recollected as she has no record of her marriage, and his death 
occurred, as before stated, about 2 years after he entered the service.  She was afterwards married 
to James McGinney, who was also a Revolutionary Soldier & served through the whole war, first 
as an enlisted soldier & afterwards as a volunteer in General Marion's command.  Mr. James 
McGinney died 10th of February 1824, since which this deponent has been a widow, was there 
for a widow on the 4th of July 1836 & still remains a widow, as will more fully appear by 
reference to the proof hereto annexed. 
Sworn to and subscribed on the day and year above written before James Smith Esquire Justice 
of the Quorum etc. 
S/ James Smith, QU      S/ Martha McGinney 

        
 

                                                 
1 Former widow: is a note on the cover pages indicates that she also applied for a pension as the widow of her other 
husband James McGinney. 

http://www.southerncampaign.org/pen/


[On August 13, 1838, John Brockinton2 gave a statement saying that he was acquainted with 
James Crier the first husband of Mrs. Martha McGinney during the war; that he served as a 
volunteer in General Marion's brigade until killed in the war; that she afterwards married James 
McGinney who also served in the same war. 

] 
 
[Facts in file: There is no reference made to any children of James Crier by his wife, Martha.  In 
1854, James A. McGinney, 53, son of the widow, Martha McGinney, a resident of mobile 
County, Alabama filed an affidavit in which he states his mother is dead but does not give the 
date of her death or any other family information.] 

                                                 
2 John Brockinton (Brockington) S9286 
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