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Pension application of John Beard R670  Mary Beard   f20SC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    7/21/10: rev'd 5/21/18 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 3] 
State of Tennessee County of Williamson} 
 On this the 1st day of March 1847 personally appeared in open Court Mrs. Mary Beard a 
resident of the County and State aforesaid, aged seventy-seven years, who being first duly sworn 
according to law doth on her oath make the following Declaration in order to obtain the benefit 
of the provision made by the Act of Congress passed July 7th 1838, entitled an Act granting half 
pay and pensions to certain widows --  
 That she is the widow of John Beard who was to the best of her knowledge a private 
horseman in the State of South Carolina, and served as such at different periods during the 
Revolutionary War under Captain John Irwin and Colonel William Bratton in the year of 1779, 
1780, 1781, 1782 in 1783, serving in all at the different periods enumerated about fourteen 
months -- She further states that she was married to the said John Beard in Spartanburg County 
State of South Carolina by one James Oliphant a Justice of the peace on the 1st day of January 
1785 that her name before she was married to Mary Blackstock, and that her husband the 
aforesaid John Beard died in Williamson County State of Tennessee on the 31st day of May 
1826, that was not married to him prior to his leaving the service but the marriage took place 
previous to the 1st day of January 1794, that she still remains the widow of the said John Beard - 
Sworn to and subscribed on the day and year above written 
     S/ Mary Beard, X her mark 
I Moses Beard of the County of Maury and State of Tennessee do hereby certify that the annexed 
records containing the births of John Beard, Mary Beard and their children Nancy Beard, Mary 
Beard, Francis Beard, Cato [?] Beard, Moses Beard and Aaron Beard has been in my possession 
21 years and to the best of my knowledge is in the hand writing of one Anthony Shands. 
 Sworn to & subscribed in open Court this first day of March 1847 
       S/ Moses Beard, X his mark 
S/ L. B. McCormico, Clk [Samuel B. McCormico, Clerk] 
[Note, the Bible record appearing on page 5 of the Fold3.com digital images of this file is largely 
illegibly dark, what little I can make out is as follows 
[entirely illegible entry] 
Mary Beard was born Blackstock October the first 1771 
 father and mother above 
Nansy Beard was born January ye 6th 1786 
Mary Beard was born October ye 1st 1789 
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Francis Beard was born March ye 4th 1791 
Cato Beard was born ?? ye 15th 1794 
Moses Beard was born ?uary ye 18th 1797 
Aaron Beard was [born] February ye 18th 17?? 



 
 
[p 8: certificate dated May 29, 1847 from the South Carolina Comptroller General in Columbia 
setting forth payments made to John Beard for militia duty during the revolution as a horseman 



in 1779 and 17??; as a private horseman for 52 days per the pay bill of Captain John Irwin; for 
66 days as a private horseman for the pay bill of Captain Irwin commencing May 12, 1780 and 
ending May 1783] 
 
[p 9: there is also a letter from the South Carolina Comptroller Generals dated May 1848 stating 
that his office has two indents issued to John Beard for military duty of first for 118 days duty 
and the second for 294 days duty.] 
 
South Carolina Audited Accounts1 relating to John Beard  AA12 
Audited Account Microfilm file No. 379 
 
[p 2] 
[Book] I [No.] 599  30 December 1784 
Mr. John Beard his Account of 118 Days Horsemen’s Duty as a Private in the Militia performed 
alternately from July 1779 to May 1783 inclusive Amounting to viz. 
   [old South Carolina] Currency   £118 
      Stg.  [Sterling]   £16.17.1 ½  
 
Exd. J. Mc. A. G.” [Executed by John McCall, Adjutant General] 
 
 
[p 3] 
State South Carolina 
    To John Beard     Dr. 
To Private Horsemen’s Duty per Captain John Irwin’s 
Pay Bill commencing July 16th 1779 and 
Ending May 12th 1780 say 52 Days at 20/      £52 
To Private Horsemen’s Duty per Captain John Irwin’s 
Pay Bill commencing 12th May 1780 and 
Ending May 1783 say 66 Days at 20/      £66 
       Currency  £118 
       Stg.    £16.17.1 ½  
 
Received full Satisfaction for the Above in an Indent No.  590 I per Order 
      S/ William Beard 

       
 
[p 4] 
South Carolina Ninety Six District} To Messrs. Bocquet & Mitchel 
     Treasurers of Charlestown be Pleased to send by the bearer 
William Beard my Indent and Special Indent due there [??] and due to me 
Signed before me this 5th day of February 1787 
S/ H. White, JP     S/ John Beard 

                                                 
1 The South Carolina Audited Accounts are available on microfilm at the South Carolina Department of Archives & History in 
Columbia, SC.  They will eventually be available online at http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/. 

http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/


      
 
[p 5: Form of Indent No. 590 Book I dated December 30th 1784 delivered to Mr. John Beard in 
the sum of 16 pounds 17 Shillings and one Penny half penny for militia duty as a horseman in 
1779 and 1783 per account audited.] 
 
[p 6: reverse of the indent above] 
I do hereby Assign over my right of the within indent to William Moore 
     S/ John Beard 
     17th March 1789 

     


