Southern Campaigns American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters

Pension application of William Ledford R6238 fn51INC
Transcribed by Will Graves rev'd 5/17/16

[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the
database. Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made. Corrections or
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes. Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me. The word ‘illegible’ or ‘indecipherable’ appearing in
brackets indicates that at the time | made the transcription, | was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question. Only materials pertinent to
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted. | use speech recognition software to
make all my transcriptions. Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to
catch all misinterpretations. Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as “the 8" of June 1786." Please call material errors or omissions to my
attention.]

State of North Carolina, Cleveland County

On this 13" day of February 1844 Personally appeared in open Court before the Court of
Pleas and Quarter Sessions now sitting William Ledford a resident of North Carolina in the
County of Cleveland, Aged Eighty Eight years, who being first duly sworn according to law doth
on his oath make the following Declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress
passed June 7™ 1832 — that he entered the Service of the United States under the following
named officers and served as herein stated. That he entered the service some time in the year
1780 or 1781, as a private of the North Carolina Cavalry troops in Captain William Davis'
Company and that William Battenhamer was his Lieutenant and that Colonel John Lop [John
Lopp] was the Commander of said Troops, and that he served three tours of three months each
Tour, and that he resided in Rowan County North Carolina when he entered the service and that
his service was chiefly all rendered in North Carolina, and that he never was in any engagement
and that he has no Documentary evidence and that he knows of no person living, whose
testimony he can procure, who can testify to his Service and he further Declares that his name is
not on the pension roll of the Agency of any State, and he further Declares that the reason why he
has not applied at an earlier period for a pension he is that he had no Documentary evidence and
that he knew of no person living whose testimony he could procure to testify to his service and
that until recently he did not know that there was any provision made by Congress whereby any
Soldier could be pensioned unless positive & disinterested proof of service could be made, and
that he was not in indigent circumstances, and therefore did not apply.

Sworn to and subscribed the Day and year aforesaid.

S/ P. T. Grigg, Chair

S/ William Ledford, X his mark {Seal}

[Joseph Parker and John Parker gave the standard supporting affidavit.]

[p 40]
State of North Carolina, Cleveland County

On this 10™ day of May 1846 personally appeared before me one of the acting Justices of
the Peace for the said County William Ledford a resident of said County aged Ninety years who
being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following amendment to his
declaration which he made some time in the year 1843. That he Set forth in that declaration
three tours of duty done as a private in the Cavalry. That besides that duty he served as a private
in Captain Ballinsly [or Ballingsby] Company one tour of three months and two other short tours
the lengths he does not recollect but thinks that one of them tours was only six weeks in length,
that this service he done as a volunteer before he was drafted, he thinks he volunteered in the
year 1779 and the three tours as above stated and then he stood a draft and was drafted & served
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nine months as a private in the Cavalry in tours of three months each.

This deponent further Declares that the reason why he did not set forth this Service in his
former declaration was that one Mr. James Roberts who took his declaration told him not to put
any service in his declaration that he done before he was drafted because he was not entitled to
draw for the services he done as a volunteer.

This deponent further declares that from old age and loss of Memory he cannot tell the
precise length of his Service but according to the best of his recollection he served not less than
the periods mentioned below and in the following grades. For nine months he served as a Private
of the Cavalry. For six months he served as a Private as a footman & a volunteer in the Militia
and for such Services he claims a pension.

This deponent makes this declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provision made
by the act of Congress passed June 7" 1832 & that he makes this declaration as an amendment to
his former Declaration.

Sworn to and Subscribed before me the day and year first above written.

S/ Joseph Carroll, JP
S/ William Ledford, X his mark

[p12]
State of North Carolina County of Stokes

Be it known that on this 11" day of May 1846 before me Charles Banner a Justice of the
peace in & for the County of Stokes aforesaid Personally appeared Jacob Idol* a pensioner of the
United States, a citizen of the County aforesaid, who being sworn, declares on his oath, that he
was well acquainted with a certain William Ledford in time of the Revolutionary War he lived in
Rowan County near Surry County line, in which this Deponent lived though they lived
neighbors, that he recollects of the said Ledford having been in the service as a private of the
Cavalry in a Captain W. Davis' Company under command of Colonel John Lopp of Rowan he
believes said Ledford served a Tour of three months in the year 1779 or 1780, & also he thinks
said William Ledford Served another Tour in the foot militia Company under Captain Billingsly
[James Billingsley] of Rowan County though not in the same Company with this deponent. He
does not recollect whether it was before or after the Cavalry Service. Sworn to & subscribed
before me.
S/J. Banner, JP S/ Jacob Idol, X his mark

[p 43: power of attorney dated September 25, 1852 given in Cleveland County North Carolina
by the veteran to his nephew, A. R. Homesley [?] to pursue the veteran's claim for a pension. He
signed this document with his mark.

[p 27: NC Comptroller's certificate of money paid to a William Ledford for military service
during the Revolution:

! Jacob Idol W7859
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[p 28: another certificate from the NC Comptroller:
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