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Pension application of Thomas Kimbrell (Kimbrill) R5927    f36SC/VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    10/20/09: rev'd 4/14/16 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of South Carolina Spartanburg District 
 On this __ day of April 1838 personally appeared in open Court, to wit, the Court of 
Sessions and Common Please, now sitting for the said District, -- Thomas Kimbrell, a resident of 
said District, aged seventy-eight years who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his 
oath make the following Declaration, in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress, passed 
June 7th 1832.  That he entered the service of the United States under the following named 
officers and served as herein stated. 
 That he entered the Army as a substitute for some man whose name he has forgotten, at 
Brunswick in Virginia, as near as he can recollect in the fall of 1778, and marched to the Main 
Army at Valley Forge at the time the British lay in Philadelphia.  And was then attached to the 
old 5th Virginia Regiment, which was afterwards reduced to the 3rd Virginia Regiment -- And 
placed under the command of General Muhlenberg [Peter Muhlenberg].  That he then marched 
toward New Jersey, across the Schuylkill [River], where there was a small skirmish with the 
enemy.  And thence he marched to Banbroke [Bound Brooke] in Jersey -- thence to the White 
Plains, and thence to Middlebrook where he was discharged, having served, according to the best 
of his Recollection, eighteen months, and during which time he was engaged in the Battle at 
Monmouth [June 28, 1778].  That he then removed with his relations to the State of South 
Carolina, and after a short time returned to Virginia and again substituted himself in the place of 
wonder Reuben Blanton, for a tour of 3 months, during which term he was at the capture of Lord 
Cornwallis at Yorktown.  That he then returned to South Carolina, and joined the service against 
the Tories and Indians and served about 4 months in various scouts under captains Earle and 
Wood, as his services were most required -- during which term he was at the Battles of Little 
River and Timrugee [?] Junmys [?] Creek.  And afterwards continued in the service, at broken 
periods under Captains McDowell [Robert McDowell], Collins [perhaps McDonald Collins] and 
Prince, as the necessity of the circumstances required, until the Indian war was at an end and 
peace in entirely restored. 
 The declarant further states that from his great age and consequent infirmity, his mind has 
been so much him paired, as to white from his recollection the names of many of his officers, 
and many, and most of his acts of service -- And being fall removed from the scene of his 
principle service he does not at this time know of anyone who served with him, who reside in the 
Country -- That he hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the 
present and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any State. 
 In answer to the questions propounded by the Court, the Declarant, answers, to the 
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1st I was born in Dinwiddie County Virginia but do not know the date. 
2.  I have none. 
3.  I lived in Virginia at the time I first entered the service and have lived in South Carolina ever 
since the Revolutionary War -- 
4.  & 5.  See within.  -- 
6.  I cannot distinctly recollect -- but believe I did, and if so it has been long since lost. 
7.  See above.  -- 
Sworn to & subscribed in open Court -- this 10th day of April 1838 
S/ J. Tapp, Clk 
     S/ Thos. Kimbrell, X his mark 
[Benjamin Hicks, a clergyman, and R C Poole gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[p 8] 
State of South Carolina Spartanburg District: Personally came before me, the subscribing 
Magistrate, of the said District -- Thomas Kimbrell who being sworn in due form of law, on his 
oath saith, in addition to his Declaration for a pension, heretofore made, that he did render the 
services in Virginia, as stated in his Declaration and believes the eighteen months tour was as a 
substitute, but cannot recollect the name of his principal, and that he was not known, as a 
member of his company until the rendezvous at Valley Forge -- And it may be possible that all 
the said Service was rendered in the name of his principal and that his own name may not have 
been substituted -- The great decay of his mind however, has destroyed his recollection of the 
principal facts, as well as the names of his officers and fellow soldiers.  And he knows of no 
person now living, who knew, or served with him in Virginia -- he however recollects one officer 
named James Hodge -- who found provisions, at Valley Forge -- as to his services in South 
Carolina he can say no more than is stated in his Declaration, and supported by the affidavits 
herewith presented -- more than that he did serve until the fall of 1782. 
 Sworn to & subscribed before me the 5th of June 1838 
S/ Jehu Wells, JP 
      S/ Thomas Kimbrell, X his mark 
 
[p 11] 
State of South Carolina Spartanburg District: SS 
 Personally appeared before me Thomas Kimbrell who being sworn according to law 
deposes and saith that at the time he drew up his first declaration to obtain a pension that he 
claimed to have performed service in South Carolina, & that Major Trimmier who prepared his 
papers, advised him that it was unnecessary to State his services in this State.  He further states 
that he told Mr. Trimmier that his services performed in Virginia was in the militia -- that from 
his statement that he drew off his regimentals were he left the Army in Virginia & other 
circumstances he (Trimmier) came to the conclusion that it was in the regular Army -- this 
deponent states that he is very old and infirm, being now about eighty years of age, but to the 
best of his recollection he served in the Revolutionary war in the State of Virginia eighteen 
months at one time & 4 months at another time that he then came to South Carolina where he 
served under Captain Samuel Earle, & Lieutenant Harry Wood in Colonel Benjamin Roebuck's 
Regiment that he was also under Captain Robert McDowell, that his impression is that most of 
his services in South Carolina were under Roebuck, but he recollects distinctly that he was 
commanded by Colonel Thomas & also by Colonel Brannon [sic, Thomas Brandon].  That while 



he was in the Virginia service he drew pay at Valley Forge that he was in the old 5th Virginia 
Regiment in Muhlenberg's Brigade.  That after he came to South Carolina, he continued in the 
Army until peace was made that his recollection has so failed him that he cannot give the dates 
of his service -- but knows there was no other man commanded by Colonel Roebuck whose 
name was either Kimball or Kimbrell.  That it has not been his fault that he has not applied & 
obtained a pension before now -- that under the act of Congress 1818 he was advised that he 
could not obtain a pension that as soon as he heard of the act of 1832, he employed Mr. Trimmier 
to obtain a pension for him, that he made out a Declaration, & sent it on that he lived at a 
considerable distance from the Court House & from old age & infirmity was unable to attend to 
it -- & he hopes his misfortunes are not to deprive him of justice he is aware that strong 
objections are made to the manner in which his declaration is made out, but it was done by a 
lawyer & a man that he supposed would do it right.  This deponent prays that you may have the 
Comptroller's office in Columbia searched & if there is any other name in Colonel Roebuck's 
Regiment which could possibly be so spelt as to have any similarity to his he will willingly give 
the matter of.  This deponent is illiterate & a mistake in his commander to spell his name should 
not prejudice his claim to a pension. 
 Sworn to before me the 24th of September 1839 
S/ E. G. Foster 
      S/ Thos. Kimbrill, X his mark 
 
[p 20] 
South Carolina Spartanburg District: SS 
 Personally appeared before me the subscribing Justice Solomon Crocker,1 who being 
duly sworn according to law, deposes & saith, that he was in the Revolutionary war that he 
served under Colonel Benjamin Roebuck of South Carolina -- This deponent further states, that 
he has a distinct recollection of Thomas Kimbrill, that the said Thomas was in service with this 
deponent -- and there was no other man commanded by Colonel Roebuck of that name -- that he 
has been well acquainted with Thomas Kimbrill ever since the Revolution that they have both 
resided in this District -- This deponent is well satisfied that, that Thomas Kimball [sic] 
mentioned in the return of the Comptroller General's office in this State, is the one who served 
with him in the war & the one who is now applying for a pension -- and the deponent can only 
account for the mistake by supposing that it was an error in spelling the name. 
Sworn to & subscribed before me 2nd September 1839 
S/ E. C. Leitner, QU 
     S/ Solomon Crocker, X his mark 
 
[p 23] 
State of South Carolina Spartanburg District: Personally came before me, Captain John Collins,2 
a Soldier and Officer of the Revolution, who being sworn saith, that he knows Thomas Kimbrell, 
who is now applying for a Pension -- that he has no distinct recollection of him during the war, 
nor does he know of any particular act of service rendered by him -- But this deponent has 
conversed with the said Thomas Kimbrell, and the said Thomas has related particulars, which 
come within the knowledge of this Deponent, which has brought him to the conclusion that he 
was a Soldier of the Revolution. 
                                                 
1 Solomon Crocker W9398 
2 John Collins S8248 
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Sworn & subscribed before me 10th day of April 1838 
       S/ John Collins 

      
[p 25] 
South Carolina State Spartanburg District: Personally came Solomon Crocker of the District 
aforesaid and an old Revolutionary Soldier and made oath before me one of the Justices for said 
District that he was acquainted with Thomas Kimbrell in the old revolutionary war about 1780, 
1781 and 1782 and that he was a good Soldier [3 lines of text obliterated] of General Pickens 
[Andrew Pickens'] brigade and that to the best of his recollection the said Thomas Kimbrell was 
pretty constantly engaged in that line of service for the term above mentioned.  Sworn to and 
subscribed before me this 10th April 1838. 
S/ Washington Cantrell, JP 
     S/ Solomon Crocker, X his mark 
 
[p 34] 
South Carolina Spartanburg District: Personally came John Vaughan3 of the district aforesaid 
before Subscriber a [indecipherable word] for the said State and district and made oath in due 
form of law that he first became acquainted with Thomas Kimbrell of Spartanburg District [a 
number of indecipherable words] that at the time alluded to the border settlements in the upper 
part of South Carolina was much annoyed by the Indians & Tories that to the best of his 
recollection the said Thomas Kimbrell was one of a company of volunteers that was organized to 
serve the frontiers of the said State of South Carolina which company was commanded by 
Samuel Earle or Henry Wood or perhaps both by turns – and that the best of his [indecipherable 
word] recollection the said Thomas Kimbrell was pretty constantly engaged in that service 
nearly or quite all the summer after Corn Walesis surrender – the 1 June 1838. 
Sworn to & subscribed before me 
S/ John Grogan, JP     S/ John Vaughan 

   ] 
 
[p 36: Abstract of an indent showing the payment of £297 "to Thomas Kimball For Militia duty 
in Roebuck's Regiment since the fall of Charlestown." 

                                                 
3 Based on his signature, this MAY be the same man as John Vaughan S7788 
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] 


