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State of Tennessee } 
Wilson County }  SS.

On this 8th day of December 1840 personally appeared in open Court, in the Circuit Court of
Wilson County in the State of Tennessee, the said Court being a court of record, Zacharia James Keaton,
a resident of said Wilson County and State of Tennessee, aged eighty six years on the 4th day of April
last, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth, on his oath, make the following declaration, in
order to obtain the benefit of the provision made by the act of Congress passed June 7th 1832. That he
enlisted in the Army of the United States in the latter part of the year 1777 or early in 1778 [sic], with
Captain Davis at the barracks a few miles above Charlottesville; that his enlistment was for the term of
three years, but served three years, seven months and some days over, before he was discharged, never
having been enlisted but once, that he served in the Continental line of Virginia, the regiment in which he
served, he cannot remember; neither can he remember the names of the field officers under whom he
served. His Captain was Davis, with whom he enlisted. His Christian name he cannot remember. He
served in his company about eighteen months; he was attached to Captain Morgan’s Company, his given
or Christian name he does not remember. After serving with Morgan’s company a few months, he was
attached Captain Miller’s Company in which he served the balance of the time. At the time of declarant’s
enlistment, he lived in Albemarle County State of Virginia. Shortly after declarant’s enlistment he
together with the company to which he belonged, was ordered to the south, but the particular point of
destination he does not remember; on the march a large number of British prisoners were met, who were
said to be Burgoin’s men; he states his company was then turned back and marched to Albemarle Court
House, where he remained guarding said prisoners, until ordered to Yorktown. When he started to
Yorktown, he was attached to Capt’n Miller’s Company as above stated. While on the march to
Yorktown the news reached the troops to which declarant belonged, of the surrender of Cornwallis [19
Oct 1781, whereupon he was ordered back to Charlottesville, where he was discharged after peace was
made, having served the term above stated. Declarant received a written discharge from Capt’n Miller, or
his name may have been Mills, he cannot state positively which was his name. He kept his discharge for
many years, when it was plain in the hands of Robert M Burton Esq’r. of Lebanon Wilson County,
Tennessee, much worn and defaced, in order to procure a pension. He informed declarant he had sent it
to the War Department, but for some cause, unknown to declarant he failed to obtain a pension.
Decllarant has not seen his discharge since. After declarant’s discharge, he removed to Henry County
Virginia, and after he settled there said County was divided and a new county established [in June 1791],
called Patrick, in which county declarant fell and continued to reside there until he removed to Wilson
County Tennessee, where he resided ever since, being now twenty six years. Declarant further states that
he has never received any pay for his services either in land or money. He hereby relinquishes every
claim whatever to a pension or annuity, except the present, and he declares that his name is not on the
pension roll of any agency in any state.
Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid. Zacharia James hisXmark Keaton

State of Tennessee } I here by certify that I have been inti[m]ately acquainted with Zechariah J
De Kalb county } Kea[ton] for twenty five years  that I served in the creek wa[rs] with him and that
during that servitude I repeated[ly] heard him speak of his serving as a regular privat[e] soldier in the
revolution war and have heared him speak of it frequently since  I have heard him & Robert Barnett a
soldier of the revolutionary was talk at different times of there services in said w[ar] and from every
circumstance I do not dout his being a soldier of that war  given under my hand and seal 30th day of Sept
1840 Richard Harrison
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NOTES: 
The chronology of Keaton’s declaration is confused. Burgoyne’s army was captured at Saratoga

on 17 Oct 1777 and brought to Albemarle Barracks in Jan 1779. They were removed in Feb 1781, at least
seven months before Keaton would have been ordered to Yorktown.

On 12 Sep 1840 Col. Samuel H. Porterfield stated that he had also served with Keaton in the
Creeks Wars.

Keaton’s claim was rejected because his name could not be found on muster or pay rolls, and
there was no other proof of his service.


