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Pension application of Benjamin Johnson1 R5652 Rebecca Johnson  f27VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      12/29/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 6] 
State of Virginia County of Mason: SS 
 On this 26th day of May 1858 Personally appeared before me the Subscriber a Justice of 
the Peace within and for the County & State aforesaid Rebecca Johnson a Resident of the County 
of Mason in the State of Virginia aged about eighty-eight (88) years who being first duly sworn 
according to law doth on her oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of 
the Act of Congress passed July the 7th 1838 Entitled an act Granting half pay and Pensions to 
certain Widows and the several amendments thereof Passed since 7th of July 1838 and all acts of 
Congress passed since said Date having reference thereto.  That she is the widow of Benjamin 
Johnson who was a Private Soldier of Infantry & from the Best recollection she has of the 
statements made by her said Husband Benjamin Johnson he had Enlisted twice or oftener in the 
service of the United States in the Continental line in the Revolutionary War with Great Britain 
and that he served one tour of duty in the Service of the State of Virginia in the same war & 
served as a Sergeant in a company of Infantry but of the officers or Regiment she does not 
recollect she is though certain from the statements of her said Husband that he was at least three 
different times in service of the United States Continental & State line and that he served some 
three years in all or longer in said War in which he was Honorably Discharged each time &c 
which will appear by reference to the muster Rolls and records either in the Auditor's office at 
Richmond Virginia or the War Department in Washington City.  She further declares that she was 
married to the said Benjamin Johnson on the 15th day of December 1794 (in the year seventeen 
ninety-four) and that her Husband the aforesaid Benjamin Johnson died on the 29th day of 
January 1834 at Redhouse Shoals in the County of Kenawha [Kanawha] now Putnam County 
Virginia and that she was not married to him Prior to his leaving the Service but the marriage 
took place at the time aforesaid 15th December 1794.  She further declares that she heard her said 
Husband state that he had to send to Richmond some 3 or 4 times for his pay for services 
rendered in the War aforesaid sometime soon after marriage he so informed her and he had 
received his Pay according to law.  She states that she has no family record but the one here with 
giving account of his death. 
 She further swears that she is now a widow and that she never was married since the 
death of her said Husband Regiment Johnson and that she has never before applied for his 
Pension.  She also states that her husband aforesaid frequently spoke of applying but living in a 
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remote part of their County of Kanawha and having lost his Discharges & other papers Despaired 
of having sufficient Proofs & finally died without making any application whatever and she 
states that she supposed she would never get anything for want of Proofs & never made 
application until now and necessity has brought her to the trial of her claim she also states that 
she heard her Husband say he was in the battle of Guilford [March 15, 1781] in North Carolina 
State. 
      S/ Rebecca Johnson, X her mark 
 
[p 3: On May 26, 1858 in Mason County Virginia, the widow also applied for her bounty land 
entitlement as the widow of Benjamin Johnson; in this document she states that he served in a 
Regiment under the command of Colonel Lynch; that she was married to her husband in the town 
of Lynchburg in Campbell County Virginia on or about December 15, 1894 by the Reverend 
Alderson Weeks; that her name before her marriage was Rebecca [indecipherable last name]2.  
She signed this application with her mark.] 
 
[p 2: On June 4th, 1858 in Putnam County Virginia, Alfred Brown and Thomas Summers gave a 
joint affidavit in which they state among other things that Benjamin Johnson quote followed 
boating on James River" and they think that Johnson stated he was born in Lynchburg.] 
 
[p 9] 
Family Record 
Births 
Susan Ginnings daughter of Lucy was born 11th of July 1841 
Cornelius Pleasant was born January 1st 1829 
Deaths 
Benjamin Johnson Departed this life on the 29 day of January 1834 
Isaac Oldakers deceased November 25th 1840 
Marget Belvill Departed this life December 21st 1840 
 
[p 18] 
 This is to certify, that it appears from a list in this office of such Officers and Soldiers of 
the Virginia Continental Line as settled their accounts and received certificates for the balance of 
their full pay, according to an act of assembly, passed the November session 1781, directing the 
Auditors of Public Accounts to settle and adjust the pay and accounts of said Officers and 
Soldiers from the first January 1777 to 31st December 1781, (see Hening's Statutes at Large, vol. 
10, p. 462,) that a settlement was made on the 23rd day of September 1783 in the name of 
Benjamin Johnson as soldier Infantry and evidence of the indebtedness of the State to him was 
£14.12,delivered to James Hawkins but as the original settlements or copies thereof or not to be 
found in this office, the term of service embraced therein cannot be stated. 
    Given under my hand at the First Auditor's Office, Richmond, this  
    19th day of July 1858. 
       S/ E. L. Hewitt 
 [No Seal of Office]    Act'g Auditor of Public Accounts 
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[p 22] 
 This is to certify, that it appears from a list in this office of such Officers and Soldiers of 
the Virginia State Line as settled their accounts and received certificates for the balance of their 
full pay, according to an act of assembly, passed the November session 1781, directing the 
Auditors of Public Accounts to settle and adjust the pay and accounts of said Officers and 
Soldiers from the first January 1777 to 31st December 1781, (see Hening's Statutes at Large, vol. 
10, p. 462,) that a settlement was made on the 28th day of June 1783 in the name of Benjamin 
Johnson as Sergeant Infantry and evidence of the indebtedness of the State to him was 
£45.16.11,delivered to Jacob Cohan but as the original settlements or copies thereof or not to be 
found in this office, the term of service embraced therein cannot be stated. 
    Given under my hand at the First Auditor's Office, Richmond, this  
    2nd day of July 1858. 
       S/ J. M. Bennett 
 [No Seal of Office]    Auditor of Public Accounts 
 
[p 23] 
 This is to certify, that it appears from a list in this office of such Officers and Soldiers of 
the Virginia Continental Line as settled their accounts and received certificates for the balance of 
their full pay, according to an act of assembly, passed the November session 1781, directing the 
Auditors of Public Accounts to settle and adjust the pay and accounts of said Officers and 
Soldiers from the first January 1777 to 31st December 1781, (see Hening's Statutes at Large, vol. 
10, p. 462,) that a settlement was made on the 25th day of April 1785 in the name of Benjamin 
Johnson as Soldier Infantry and evidence of the indebtedness of the State to him was 
£70.14.2,delivered to Rice Tuncell [?] but as the original settlements or copies thereof or not to 
be found in this office, the term of service embraced therein cannot be stated. 
    Given under my hand at the First Auditor's Office, Richmond, this  
    19th day of July 1858. 
       S/ E. L. Hewitt 
 [No Seal of Office]    Act'g Auditor of Public Accounts 


