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Pension application of Zachariah Johns R5594     f9VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      12/28/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of North Carolina Rutherford County 
 On this the 13th day of January 1853 personally appeared before me M. O. Dickinson 
Clerk of the Superior Court of Law and Commissioner of Affidavits for the County and State 
aforesaid Zachariah Johns aged about 88 years a resident of the County and State aforesaid who 
being duly sworn according to law declares that he was born in the State of Virginia about the 
year 1765 near the South branch of the Potomac River about 30 miles from Winchester in said 
State of Virginia he does not now recollect the name of the County, that he served as a militia 
soldier in the Revolutionary War two weeks, at one time, and three months at another time, the 
two weeks service was at the request of General Daniel Morgan with the consent of declarant's 
Father, it was in a scouting party, the object of which was to take persons who after having been 
drafted for service in the Army deserted, not long after declarant's return home from the two 
weeks service described above, he was for the first time placed on the muster roll, (he being too 
young to be placed on the muster roll when the aforesaid two weeks service was performed) and 
drafted for a three months tour, this affiant, believes was in the year 1781 about the time 
Cornwallis was taken at Yorktown [October 19, 1781] in said State of Virginia, that he marched 
to Winchester and soon after he arrived there, the prisoners taken at the surrender of Cornwallis 
was brought there, and he served his three months guarding said prisoners, declarant believes 
that the Company to which he belonged was commanded by one Captain Caruthers, that when 
his term of service expired he was honorably discharged and received a written discharge which 
he took home to his father's house, that sometime after that, he left his father's house in Virginia 
being then to the best of his recollection about 25 years old, and came to Rutherford County in 
North Carolina where he has lived ever since, and he declares that he has not had nor seen his 
discharge since, he does not know who had command of the Army at that place but he saw 
General Morgan there and knew him well, having been with him in the two weeks service before 
described, he remembers James Dunbar Sergeant Major, James Botts Adjutant, their quarters 
were in the same lodge, he heard not long after he left the service that peace was made, and that 
the prisoners were marched to the sea, but don't remember at what place, declarant's oldest 
Brother Moses Johns went into the regular service, a listing master named Pigman listed him for 
five years, and they both went into the Army together and both said to have been killed, his 
Brother William Johns was drafted and served at the siege of Yorktown, he declarant was young 
and illiterate and does not now recollect where his Brother Moses was killed he further declares 
that he was detached from his company the most of the time he was in service, and was in the 
immediate service of the aforementioned Dunbar & Botts. 
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 He makes this declaration for the purpose of obtaining the pension money that may be 
due him for his services described in his foregoing declaration under any Act or Acts of Congress 
applicable thereto. 
       S/ Zachariah Johns, X his mark 
 
[Andrew Miller and Robert G Twitty gave a separate standard supporting affidavits.] 
 
[Note: there is a note in this file that the claim was rejected because the veteran did not claim the 
minimum 6 months active service required under the pension act to entitle him to a pension.] 


